Supporting Authentic Intellectual Achievement: 

Standards of Instruction & Assessment

As a guide for our instructional design work (lessons, assessment, units) in the project we will be using Neumann & Wehlage’s of Authentic Instruction. These criteria serve as both a guide for development and an evaluation tool for our products. 

	Authentic Intellectual               Authentic Instructional/Assessment Tasks                 Authentic Instruction

Achievement

Construction of Knowledge         Organization & Analysis                                                            Higher-Order Thinking

                                                         Require students to interpret, synthesize and                            Lead students to manipulate information by

                                                         evaluate complex information                                                   synthesizing, generalizing, hypothesizing, and

                                                                                                                                                            arriving at conclusions that produce new understandings

                                                                                                                                                            for them

                                                        Consideration of Alternatives

                                                        Provide opportunities for students to consider 

                                                        divergent perspectives

	Disciplined Inquiry                      Content & Concepts                                                                   Deep Knowledge

                                                       Ask students to show understanding, rather than mere              Address ideas central to the discipline with enough 

                                                       awareness, of core ideas in the subject                                       thoroughness so that conceptual relationships can be 

                                                                                                                                                           explored and complex understandings produced

                                                        Process       

                                                        Expect students to demonstrate methods and procedures         Substantive Conversation
                                                        used by experts in the field                                                        Engage students in extended conversational exchanges 

                                                                                                                                                           with teacher and peers in a way that builds shared

                                                        Elaborated Communication                                                       understanding

                                                        Require students to present explanations and conclusions

                                                        through extended forms of oral, written, and symbolic 

                                                        language          

	Value beyond School                   Problem                                                                                     Connections to the World beyond the Classroom
                                                       Ask students to address problems and issues                            Help students make connections between disciplinary    

                                                       similar to ones they are likely to encounter outside of              content and either public problems or personal experiences

                                                       school  

                                                      Audience

                                                      Ask students to direct performances to someone

                                                      other than the teacher


	Higher-order thinking

lower-order thinking only 1…2…3…4…5  higher-order thinking is central



	Depth of Knowledge

knowledge is shallow  1…2…3…4…5  knowledge is deep



	Connectedness to the World

No connection  1…2…3…4…5  connected



	Substantive Conversation

No substantive conversation  1…2…3…4…5  high-level substantive conversation



	Social Support for Student Achievement

Negative social support  1…2…3…4…5  positive social support  




