	NCHS Themes 
	NCHS Topics  
	Project Thematic Questions

	I. The gathering of the many peoples who have made up and are still transforming US society.
	The gathering of people and cultures from many countries, and the several religious traditions, that have contributed to the American heritage and to contemporary American society.

Family and local history, and their relation to the larger setting of American development.


	Who are we?

	II. The economic and technological transformations of the US from colonial days to the present.
	The development of the American economy; geographic and other forces at work, the role of the frontier and agriculture; the impact of technological change and urbanization on land and recourses, and on society, politics and culture. The role and emancipation of American labor.

Family and local history, and their relation to the larger setting of American development.


	How has life in the US changed and stayed the same?

	III. Change and continuity in American culture, thought and education, in religious and moral values. 
	The changing character of American society and culture, of arts and letters, or education and thought, or religion and values.

The distinctly American tensions between liberty and equality, liberty and order, region and nation, individualism and the common welfare, and between cultural diversity and civic unity.

Family and local history, and their relation to the larger setting of American development.


	 What tensions and opportunities are inherent in US political and social life?

	IV. Democracy’s Evolution in the US and our changing global role.
	The evolution of American political democracy, its ideas, institutions, and practices from colonial days to the present; the Revolution, the constitution, slavery, the Civil War, emancipation, and civil rights.

The changing role of the US in the outside world, relations between domestic affairs and foreign policy; American interactions with other nations and regions, historically and in recent times. The US as a colonial power and in two world wars. The Cold War and global economic relations.

The major successes and failures of the US, in crisis at home and abroad. What has “worked” and what has not, and why. 

Family and local history, and their relation to the larger setting of American development.
	In what ways is the US political system a reflection of our ideals, beliefs, and values?


