Me @13
Poe’crg (s What | Love

“..See, n my school 'mt ot now popular, but people
_ow e for who | am ~ not for who | want to be. (try to
eeep everything equal by standing up for the geeks. 'm
not saying | never made fun of anyone, but [ try to keep
everything equal just Like Martin Luther King Jr. diol. |
even want to be a wmiodle school teacher because the kiols

are not yet stubborn Likke high school students, and a

teacher can still teach them what's vight and what's

wrong)”

Duresny Nenoring, Miaml, Flovlda

Taken from TIME Magazine, August 8, 2005, pages 40 - 63



Me @13
Got to Be Bad to Be cool

‘.. Belng 12 Ls very harvd at school. | have to be bad to be
constdered cool. | sometimes do things that aren't good. |
have talied back to my teachers and been disrespectful to
thewe. | do want to be good, but it's just too havd. Shince
I've been n jundor high, [ have been to four different
schools. Some sehools veally tried to help mee, but ( had
been suspended so many times they just kick me out. |
go to a school now that [ like, and 'm really trying to do
better. It's still havd because | don't know anybody. |
want to go back to my old schools so [ ean see my
friends.”

Joseph Charles, Los Angeles, Californin

Taken from TIME Magazine, August 8, 2005, pages 40 - 63



Me @13
My Life as a FAT. Girl
(fabulously active teenager)

‘... Many people view school as a cruel, dark place where
the teachers are out to get You - tts sole purpose Ls to make
Your Life a living hell. tw some ways, that's true. There
are certainly too many cruel people and comments that
follow vmee around. With all the teasing, | often turned to
my favorite class, English, taught by the amazing Joel
Rownkin. That was the one place at school where | could
express myseld, through writing.”

Rose Buchberg, Los Angeles, Californin

Taken from TIME Magazine, August 8, 2005, pages 40 - 63



Me @13
Not a Minute to Spare

‘... One of my greatest struggles to trying to find thme to spend
with my family and friends on top of all of my activities. |
hate that something has to be sacrificed. For me, that thing is
my friends. At thmes my friends get angry with me because |
can never hang out with them. This annoys me because | don't
think they know how much 1 really want to but [ can't because
of my thme constraints. | wish they knew that [ miss them. |
also Long for the nights when [ used to velax with my family.
Now [ comee homee from meeets and practices to eat anol finish
homework. Many tbmes | am exhausted. £ may sound as
though there most be something or someone making me Llive my
Life b this manner. Well, theve is: me. [ choose to spend my
thme this way, even though it may wmean Less time for friends,
fomily and relaxing. call we crazy, but the veason for my
overscheduled Life style Ls the Love [ have for all of my chosen
activities. Just like with my schooling, thave Long-term goals
for the sports with which t am bnvolved. These goals orive me to
Reep up the havd work. | enjoy what [ do and am not planning to
stop anytime soon.”

Kotherine Rack, oak Pavke, (LLLnols

Taken from TIME Magazine, August 8, 2005, pages 40 - 63



Me @13
Why | Don't Go on Dates

‘... One thing that seems to set me the farthest apart is that my
culture anol veligion do wot accept the American concept of
dating. Any teenager Living tn America kinows how big an
emphasis Ls placed on having boyfriends or glrlfriends, both tn
soctety and tn the wmedia... 1'm oceastonally asked why (don't
dote or whether my culture accepts only arvanged marringes. |
reply by explaining my personal view, which is the dating
couples act n ways that only married couples should. The kind
of relatlonship they share should exist only where there is a
commitment, or else the velationship ts meaningless... At this
stage of my Life, the last thing someone wants is to stand out as
different. But belonging bn lsn't easy bn my case. n my
religlon, it's mandatory to pray five times a day, bncluding one
thme that happens to be during school hours. When 'm out with
my friends playing sports or hanging out, | sometimes have to
go aside and do my prayers. My friends kinow what 'm doing,
but, it does not make it any less awkward. | really stand out
during the month of Ramadan, whewn | have to fast, not eating,
or drinking during the daylight howrs.”

Armaan Rowther, lrvine, california

Taken from TIME Magazine, August 8, 2005, pages 40 - 63



