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Bystanders Roles 

Bystander Roles 

* Bystanders, by their mere presence, can contribute t o  a fight. 
. '  Even if a bystander is doing nothing, the fighters may think that the 

bystander supports the fight, so they continue t o  fight. 
* If we do nothing, we give the impression that the fighting or violence is 

0. IC with us even if we do not really agree with it. 

'3:f 2 see a fight, I should do mmethiing t o  stop it." (2) 

* Bystanders can just as easily move the scene along as cheer it on. 

mselves or others are in danger of 
lity to  report the situation to an adult. I . I t  is taking responsibility for your own 

i 
* Pelople in a conflict often feel they have t o  fight so that they can impress 

Bystanders have the power to  instigate a fight. Bystanders also have the 
power to  stop the fight by letting $he fighters know that it isn't worth it 

Cheering on a fight tells everyone that you agree that violence is a good 
way to  handle a conflict. 
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Instigating Bysrtanderr support violence by actively encouraging it. 
Sometimes, they will actually cheer on a fight. 

Have you ever seen instigating bystanders? Describe what you 

MW happening: - 

What do you think would happen if two students were going t o  fight but  no. . 

bystanders were there watching them? 

Passive BysSanders (Do Nothing) support violence by passively accepting the 
violence they see. They may not my anything but their body language often 
sends clear messages. 

Describe the body language that you saw when bydanders watched a 
conflict but said nothing: 

Problem-solving Bwamliers t r y  t o  think through a conflic%, de-escalate a 
I 

conflict and keep themselves safe. 

Give an example of when you saw someone being a problem-solving bydander: 
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Bystander Dialcgue 
i 

-k 

I 
* I Directions: Lisa is standing in line with Sam. She has several options. Fill in the boxes 

below with wards she would use if she were an instigating and problem-solving bystander. 

I In the Passive Bystander boxes, describe "re body language that Lisa may b e  using. 

i 
- ,  Below each graphic, write the results that you v~ould expect to  happen if Lisa uses the 

words you wrote or shows the body language that you described. 

i 

I 

ff I see a. fight, there is no harm in watching 
itandcheeringiton." (3) I I 

I 
Result: 

Talk Shaw Questions For Belief Sfatement #3: 

+What do you mean when you say, *there is no ham in 
watchirrg and c h e t r i ~  it an?" Are YOU t a l k i ~ g  a 

(Describe Lisa's body language) 

Ftesult: 
the persons wha are 

fighting? 
+ X f  were mt chu~ing, da you think thgy w k i d  still be 
Pfghiing? 

Add youp questions below: 

Result: 
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Bystander Belief Sto?ements 
i 

Di~ections: You will be examining your beliefs about violence 
and where these beliefs corne fmm, There arc 3 belief cards I 
with a series af questions for each besief. Yw will be 
yorking in grbups to prepare for the Talk Show. 

Step 1: Keep Cool 
Write 2 hot-headed and 2 cool-headed thoughts that you may be having. 

I 

Cool - Headed Hot- Headd 
i 

Watching a fight and doing nothing is 1 
I 

supporting the fight." (1) i 3 
I I 1 i step 2: Size up the Situation 

Write 2 things that may be influencing Troy's actions (baggage he m q  be carrying). 
f 
4 
I 

! 1 

. - Talk Show Questions for  Belief Statement #I: '1 

L Stqp 3: Think It nrough , .  -1 
1 Wri$e 2 options that you would have and the consequences of those actions. . . I 

+What does this statement mean to you? 
+When you watch a fight what do yw think the fighters are 

. . thinking? 

Ymr Optiom Consequences 1 
a'= 1. 

1 
1 

+IF you were not watching the fighf, do yau think *he fight . 2. 
wwld still be going on? 
+Where do you thing this belief comes from? , 

Step 4: b the Right Thing 
Add your questions belaw: a Write what you would do $a solve the problem peacefully. 
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. Session 1 " Conflict On The Bus 

ete t h e  Ro 

Directions: Use these scenarios to  complete the "Bystander Activity" page. 

Choose one of the options from Mu~h4Decision-NakingMapto complete the role-play I 

scenurio. Identify whether or not this is Maria's best choice. I I 

, i 

t 

IS this Marla's best option? yes 146 -- 
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Conflict O n  The Bus I I Aggressors, Victims d Bystanders Vocabulary 
i 

%' 

i c t  On  he BG" 

Lduis /eons OWP info Mmfink face ...,,...,-,,,- 

Louis: 'Who do you think you are moving my backpack?" 

i 4, Aggressor: 

. , J , . 
Martin: *You don't get two seats. I need a place to sit.' ! 5. Option: 

."You jerk, we'll see about that!" 
I 
i Louis: 

Maria: ................................. , ...,.......... I 6. Canstquences: 

Maria is the bystander on the bus. 
I 

She can help the conflict end peacefully or violently. 7. Belief: 
t 
i 

! 
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