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Active Reading is based on the acronym A.C.T.1.V.E. that stands for the skills used by
successful readers: Asking Questions, Connecting, Tracking Down Information,
Inferring, Visualizing, and Eureka! Reaching Deeper Understanding and Comprehension.
As you read the assigned book, make notes of when and where you use these skills. Be
sure to note the page numbers and give an example or explanation of using the skill.

ASK - Successful readers ask questions before, during, and after reading. List questions
from your reading as they arise.
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CONNECT - Successful readers connect literature to other pieces of literature they have
read, to movies, to experiences, to their lives. As you read, make note of connections you
are able to make throughout the book. Note the page number from the book.
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TRACK DOWN INFORMATION - Successful readers track down information as they
read. Look up vocabulary words, answer questions, and do research as needed while

reading.

INFER - Successful readers make inferences based on their reading. As you read your
book, make inferences, and write them here. If you later find out any of your inferences
were incorrect, make note of that as well. Be sure to include page numbers from your

book relevant to your inferences.
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VISUALIZE - Successful readers visualize, or make pictures in their heads as they read.
Use this space to make some sketches from your assigned book. Be sure to include page
numbers.
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EUREKA! Successful readers make new discoveries about the literature, the characters,
the world, and themselves. Write your new, profound discoveries below.

Kathy Reiman, Language Arts, Romig Middle school - Spring 2008



Summary - Using the “Sum-It-Up” formula used in class to summarize the assigned
book when you have completed the reading. Below is an example.

The Red Pony by John Steinbeck follows a young boy, Jody, through four events
that shape his life as he becomes a young man. Set on a ranch in California around the
year 1900, The Red Pony looks at the Tiflin family and their hired hand, Billy Buck. In
“The Gift.” Jody must take responsibility for caring for a pony colt. When the cold dies,
Jody is devastated. “The Great Mountains” introduces a new character to the plot. An old
man named Gitano comes to the ranch to die in peace. “The Promise” is Jody’s second
chance to have a pony colt as he takes care of Nellie, his father’s horse, until she delivers
the new colt. In the final chapter, “A Leader of the People,” we see Jody finally taking
responsibility and beginning to grow up.

Kathy Reiman, Language Arts, Romig Middle school - Spring 2008



