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For your Calendar:

NSTA Conferences 2008-2009
2009 National NS'A Conference

New Orleans, LA March 19-22, 2009
Science Fair2008 - 2009

Alaska Science and Engineering Fair
March 27-29, 2008 @ Begich Middle Schodinchorage
Looking for volunteers for the SF Board.

Science Olympiad 2008-09
April 4, 2009 @ Begich Middle SchooAnchorage

2009 -Alaska Math & Science Confeence
INQUIRY - The Bridge to Understanding
October 14-17, 2009 Juneds

NASA - DLN- Shuttle Launch

! NASA's Digital Learning Network is celebrating
the launch of space shuttle mission STS-The crew of
STS-19 includes two classroom teachers who were se

lected as astronauts in 2004. Scheduled to launch no ear
lier than Feb. 27, 2009, the ST$9crew will deliver and
install the space statianBnal truss segment and solar
arrays. Join the DLN for the following special event.
Digital Learning Network STS-119 SpeciaMWebcast

Event -- Feb. 18, 2009, 1:00-2:00 p.m. ESThis 60-
minute videoconference event will feature three distinct
segments and live interaction opportunities between in-
studio guests and participants at the three selected
schoolsThe three segments will include highlights from
the newest DLN module -- Suits: Step Into Yed;
showcase the elements and unique features from the
Spacesuit and Spacewalkigb site; and discuss the
challenges of spacewalking and importance of spacesuits
with a subject matter expert from NAGAlohnson Space
CenterThe DLN event will be webcast to allow broadest
opportunity for participation by viewers worldwide.

"l To learn more about this event, visit

http://din.nasa.gov/dIn/

AMERICAN MUSEUM & NATURAL HISTORY @
T .

eseal‘d\
uiry-based ¥
An inq! jon for md‘ﬂt’

in grades 7-12

STEPS TO SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY
Make observations
4
Ask a question
+
Form a hypothesis

| Glﬂ:er;l:idmte

Deadline for

research essays: March 2, 2009
ive:

Winners recelve:

Analyze tlt evidence

Draw conclusions and
ask new questions

Present ynt findings

omeo: @amnh.org/yna

Young Naturalist Awards

! TheYoung NaturalisAwards is an inquiry-based
science competition for students in grades 7-12 te pro
mote participation and communication in science.
Deadline for this years contest is March 2, 2009.
http://amnh.og/nationalcenter/youngnaturalistawards/
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New CenterHelps Districts with Science Fairs

! The newly establishefllaska Center for Ocean
Science Education Excellence has received funding from
the National Science Foundation to help school districts
organize local and regional science fairs around themes
related to oceans, Psheries and marine environments.

! TheAlaska Ocean Observing Systems ofbce in
Anchorage and the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sci
ences at the University alaska Fairbanks are managing
the COSEE initiative.

! A COSEE Science Fair program is being piloted
this spring in conjunction with thlaska State Science
Fair. The state fair will be groundbreaking in that pastici
pation can be entirely by digital media and the Internet
(for example, SKYPE), so no travel costs need be in
curred.

! You can go tdnttp://www.ankn.uaf.edu/COSEE
<http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/COSEE to obtain detailed
information on what you will need to host a local COSEE
Science Fair or participate in the state sciencelfdor-
mation is available on the web site for helping students
choose and develop exciting science fair projects.

! Retired teacheklan Dick has been contracted to
assist in aganizing the COSEE science fairs, and he is
willing to come to your school district and help. Ques
tions can be answered through the COSEE web site, e-
mail, phone calls, or a SKYPE conversation. He has a
modest travel budget and a contract to provide on-site
support. He has years of experience in helping students
with science projects, as well as planning and hosting sci
ence fairs. He can be reached by e-mail at

alanlime06@yahoo.com
<mailto:alanlime06@yahoo.com

! COSEE will hire a full-time marine educator to
assist schools in the development and implementation of
ocean- and marine-related curriculum. If you have any
guestions about COSEE, contact Project Director Nora

Deans aNora.Deans@nprb.gr
<mailto:Nora.Deans@nprb @ .

fromINFORMATION EXCHANGE

Newsletter of thélaska Department of Education &
Early Development

February 13, 2009

NSTA State of Science Education Survey

! You are cordially invited to participate in the prst
NSTA State of Science Education Survey

! This surveydeveloped by Julie Luft, N&IDirec

tor for Research in Science Education, will help N$d
obtain some very valuable information from you and your
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colleagues on a host of issues important to science educa
tion and educators.

! As a token of our gratitude for participating in this
important surveyyou can enter to win a FREE airline
ticket to travel anywhere in the continental U.S. (some
travel restrictions apply)!

! After you complete the survgfeel free to forward
this message (and the link) to members in your state, to
science teachers at your school, or to science teachers in
your address booRhe survey will close on Monday
March 2 SQACT NOW!

! Thanks for your input and ddrférget to pass this
along to your colleague¥ou can access the survey by
going to:
http://www surveymonkeygom/s.aspx?sm=v0ICnhg3m9C
bxwZNuuhh4¥YA_3d_3d

from Space Exploers, Inc., PlanetaryTimes

NASA'S SWIFT, FERMI PROBE FIREWORKS

FROM A FLARING GAMMA-RAY STAR

! Astronomers using NASA's Swift satellite and
Fermi gamma-ray space telescope are seeing frequent
blasts from a stellar remnant 30,000 light-years aiviag
high-enegy bPreworks arise from a rare type of neutron
star known as a soft-gamma-ray repe&dech objects
unpredictably send a series of X-ray and gamma-ray
Rares.

More Info...http://news.space-explorers.com/?v=7=2=1

<http://news.space-explorers.com/?v=7&i=2&a=1

STS-119: A FINAL STATION POWER UP

! The STS-19 mission will deliver the Pnal set of
solar arrays needed to complete the International Space
Station's complement of electricity-generating solar pan
els, and these will support the station's expanded crew of
six in 2009.

More Info...http://news.space-explorers.com/?v=7=2=2
<http://news.space-explorers.com/?v=7&i=2&a=2

K-12: Science Education Confeence is Coming to
New Orleans

http://www.nsta.og/conferences/2009new/registration.as
px2?lid=exp
<http://www.nsta.og/conferences/2009new/registration.a
spx?lid=exp

Join more than 10,000 science educators in New
Orleans for the most prominent and comprehensive
NSTA National Conference on Science Education, March
19Db22, 2009This event kicks dfwith two exceptional
speakers fronThe Planetary SocietiNeil deGrass@y-
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son is an astrophysicist, authand PBS host; and Bill
Nye the Science Guy is a comedian, television host, sci
ence educatpand mechanical enginefind that is just
the beginning of a full array of experts in professional

join us for an Introduction to Global Inquiry and Investi
gation:A Costa Rican Field Studyuly 19 - 28th, 2009.
This 10 day professional development workshdpref
NSTA members and others an exceptional opportunity to

development leading workshops, seminars, institutes, and explore key themes of science, education, government

sessions to stimulate your imagination, build your skills,
enhance your teaching strategies, and nurture your pas
sion.

! Check out some of the program and workshop
titles:

* Observe, Question, and Explore Our Solar System

* Exemplary Science Programs-Best Practices

* WhatWe KnowAbout Learning Science in Informal
Environments

* A Sustainable Collaboration to Improve Contést,
sessment, Rel3ection, and Efbcacy of Scideeghers

* The Murder of Kirsten Knight-Jensen: Using Chemistry
to Solve the Crime

* Teaching Core Physics Conceptwough the Lens of
Seismology

* A Demo aWeek Makes Science Class the Peak

! Don®forget daylong programs, the Exhibit Hall
with giveaways, graduate credit for 12 hours of program
attendance, and networking with your peers.dtQhere

in New Orleans, with beld trips that tap into this sity®
history and local charm.

! NSTA has made specialfeft this year to make
the conference accessible to the greatest number of KB
college science educators.

1. Save up to $20 on your registration fed {ofi-price
registration) The discounteddvanced Registration date
was extended from February 6 to February 20, 2009.

2. Save up to $40 a night (savings from originally pub
lished prices). NSA staf has requested that the confer
ence hotels reduce their rates for conference atterifiees.
date, the following hotels have graciously responded.

¥ IntercontinentalNrate reduced to $159 from $190.
¥Astor Crowne Plaza HotelNrate reduced to $155 from
$189.

¥ Marriott Convention CenterNrate reduced to $219 from
$259.

K-12: National EngineersWeek Foundation

http://www.eweek.og/Home.aspx

<http://wwweweek.og/Home.aspx
It features over 50 ways you can get your students in

volved in engineering!

Costa Rican FieldTrip
! The NS International Committee would like to
present to you and your membership this opportunity to
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and culture through hands-on practice and experiential

design.

Participants will:

¥ Gain experience in applied beld research and observa

tion in the tropics

¥ Build knowledge through comparative ecosystem analy

sis

¥Analyze educational practices within urban and rural

education systems

¥ Network with individuals and ganizations focusing on

conservation and sustainable development

¥ Challenge perspectives through cultural exchange

! Working with top ofpcials in education, research

and government, participants will meet:

a President DRodrigo Carazo (Former President)

a Director of the @anization forTropical Studies (Duke

University)

a DrBrady Barr (National Geographic BDangerous En

counters)

a DrShermamhomas Jackson (Professor and Costa

RicanTextbookAuthor)

a Erickvargas b Costa Rica National Biodiversity Insti

tute

! The National Sciencéeacherg\ssociation afPrms

the importance of international collaboration and encour

ages professional development opportunities for science

educators to experience local culture prst-hand and re

lated sciences found in other parts of the world. Join us

as we celebrate global literacy in science education!
For registration and information please visit

www.holbrooktravel.com/nstslEDUC Graduate Credits

and National Sciencieaching Correlations are available

upon request. Grant eligibility may be available for par

ticipation



http://www.eweek.org/Home.aspx
http://www.eweek.org/Home.aspx
http://www.eweek.org/Home.aspx
http://www.eweek.org/Home.aspx
http://www.holbrooktravel.com/nsta
http://www.holbrooktravel.com/nsta

