
 ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

 
ASD MEMORANDUM #118 (2007-2008) December 3, 2007 
 
TO: SCHOOL BOARD 
 
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
SUBJECT: FIRST QUARTER SUSPENSION/WEAPONS/EXPULSION REPORT 2007-

2008 
 
ASD Goal:  Establish and maintain a supportive and effective learning environment by providing 
safe, caring, barrier-free schools. 
 
PERTINENT FACTS: 
 
Information regarding suspensions and expulsions for various offenses, including 
weapons, is collected from the elementary, middle, and high schools each quarter.  The 
information is shown in the narrative information below and as Attachments A-F.  
Suspension/expulsion information is also reported from the charter schools 
 
First Quarter Expulsion 
 
Seventeen students, including two middle school students and fifteen high school 
students, were expelled by the school board during the first quarter of the 2007-2008 
school year; no elementary students were expelled.  This is eight fewer students than the 
25 students expelled during the first quarter of 2006-2007.  One middle school student was 
expelled for fighting/assault and one student was expelled for drugs/alcohol.  High 
school expulsions included drugs/alcohol (12), assault (1), criminal acts (1), and 
theft/robbery (1).  
 
Discipline Reports 
 
The elementary, middle, and high school discipline summaries follow: elementary first 
quarter by school and category (Attachment A & B); middle school first quarter by school 
and category (Attachment C & D); and high school first quarter by school and category 
(Attachment E & F). 
 
Elementary Schools 
 
There were 45 fewer elementary suspensions during the first quarter of 2007-2008 than in 
2006-2007 (215 to 170).  These included seven weapons violations (three small 
pocketknives, one pen knife, one tool knife and two toy guns), which resulted in 
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suspension during the first quarter; there were five reported weapons incidents during the 
first quarter last year.  There were no expulsions or findings of causality for the first 
quarter of the 2007-2008 school year. 
 
There were zero drug and alcohol suspensions for the first quarter of 2007-2008 and 2006-
2007.  There were no sexual harassment suspensions first quarter this year compared to 
eight last year.  The largest increases were seen in willful disobedience, which increased by 
12 suspensions, and weapons, which increased by two suspensions. 
 
Eleven elementary schools had zero suspensions both in 2006/2007 and 2007/2008, while 
24 schools had one to three suspensions in both years.  When comparing the number of 
suspensions in 2007/2008 to 2006/2007, eight schools increased suspensions over the first 
quarter of last year by one to two, while nine schools increased suspensions by three or 
more.  Twenty-five schools had a decrease in the number of suspensions from the first 
quarter of last year, while 18 schools had the same number of suspensions in first quarter of 
both years. 
 

Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
Quarterly Suspensions by Category Comparison 

 
First Quarter Offense 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 
Profanity/Language 8 5 9 
Fighting 33 68 58 
Theft/Robbery 4 3 2 
Dangerous Actions/Materials 14 19 11 
Firearms 0 0 0 
General Disruptive Behavior 13 19 7 
Willful Disobedience 9 2 14 
Sexual Harassment 2 8 0 
Harassment/Bullying 8 11 6 
Assault 8 17 9 
Attempted [category] 0 0 0 
Fireworks 0 0 0 
Inapp. Sexual Behavior 4 2 2 
Reckless Behavior 35 29 26 
Threats 5 8 5 
Weapons 2 5 7 
Disobedience 11 9 7 
Drug/Alcohol 4 0 0 
Tobacco 0 1 0 
Vandalism/Destruction 0 0 5 
Of Property    
False Info/Lying 0 0 2 
Other 2 9 0 

Totals 162 215 170 
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Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
Quarterly Elementary Expulsions Comparison 

 
First Quarter 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 

 0 0 0 
 

Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
First Quarter 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 

 0 0 0 
 

Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
Repeaters Comparison 

 
First Quarter 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 

 18 26 19 
 
 
Middle Schools 
 
The number of students suspended during first quarter of the 2007-2008 school year for 
grade six, (Mirror Lake and Begich), seven and eight was 226.  There were 319 suspensions 
during first quarter in 2006-2007.  This is a decrease of 93 suspensions. 
 
First quarter suspensions for fighting showed a significant decrease from 88 to 44.  Two 
categories decreased by more than half; willful disobedience (25 to 7) and vandalism (9 to 
2).  Also showing considerable decreases were threats (25 to 13), disruptive behavior (14 to 
7), and assault (11 to 6).  Other suspension categories remained relatively constant or 
showed minor increases or decreases across the Division. 
 
All middle schools are utilizing proactive procedures and interventions to reduce 
suspensions and unwanted behaviors.  These interventions include the following: 
 

1) Consistent implementation of the Aggressors, Victims and Bystanders (AVB) 
Programs. 

2) Regular referrals to Prevention and Intervention Coordinators.  
3) Collaboration with School Resource Officers (SROs). 
4) Utilizing contracts or behavior plans for students demonstrating behavior concerns. 
5) Facilitating reentry meetings with students and parents following five to nine day 

suspensions. 
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Middle School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Quarterly Suspensions by Category Comparison 

  
 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 
 
Smoking/Tobacco 

 
1 

 
5 

 
1 

Profanity/Obscenity/Language 24 23 24 
Attendance-Truancy 2 4 4 
Attendance-Excessive Tardies 0 3 1 
Drugs –Street 3 6 7 
Alcohol 0                   2 10 
Fighting/Physical Violence 82 88 44 
Theft/Robbery 4 5 4 
Vandalism/Destruction of Prop 2 9 2 
Dangerous Actions or Materials 12 27 25 
General Disruptive Behavior 10 12 14 
Failure to serve/Refused opt. 7 1 1 
Willful Disobedience 12 25 7 
Failure to Identify Self 1 0 2 
Suspension Until Parent Conf. 8 7 2 
False Info./Witness/Lying 2 0 1 
Sexual Harassment 6 4 2 
Harassment/Bullying 31 16 17 
Assault 8 11 6 
Accessory to an Act 2 3 2 
Arson/Fire 1 1 0 
Bus Misconduct 6 1 3 
Criminal Acts 1 1 0 
Dress/Inappropriate Attire 0 1 0 
Disruptive Items 1 0 1 
Extortion 0 0 0 
Forgery/False Impers./Cheating 3 0 0 
Fireworks/Explosives 0 0 0 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior 3 4 4 
Misuse of Internet 0 3 0 
Prohibited Organizations/Groups 0 1 0 
Reckless & Unsafe Behavior 9 14 19 
Threats/Instigating 28 25 13 
Trespass 0 0 0 
Vandalism/Pranks 0 0 0 
Weapons-Other than Firearms 2 3 3 
Disruption Behavior/Disobedience 18 14 7 
Weapons/Firearms 0 0 0 
Other 2 0 0 
FINAL TOTALS: 291 319 226 
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Middle School First Quarter Expulsion Report 
Quarterly Expulsions by Category Comparison 

 
Offense 2003-2004 2006-2007 2007-2008 
 
Fighting/Assault 0 3 1 
Other Weapons 1 1 0 
Drugs/Alcohol 1 0 1 
Criminal Acts 0 0 0 
Threats 0 0 0 
Arson 0 0 0 
Other  0 0 0 
 Totals 2 4 2 
 
The School Board expelled two middle school students during the first quarter of 2007-
2008, a decrease in two from the previous year.  There was one expulsion for 
drugs/alcohol (sales) and one for Assault. 
 

Middle school First Quarter Suspensions/Expulsion Report 
Quarterly Expulsions by School 

 
 School Offense 
  
 Central Drugs/Sales (1) 
 Central Assault/Dangerous Actions/Criminal Acts (1) 
  

Middle School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
For the last four years, there have been no findings of causality for first quarter. 

 
Middle School First Quarter Suspension Report 

Repeaters Comparison 
 

 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 
First Quarter 37 48 23 
 
 

Polaris K-12 
 

Polaris K-12 had four suspensions during the first quarter of 2007-2008, two for 
fighting/physical violence, and two for accessory to an act.  They had no expulsions for 
the first quarter of 2007-2008. 
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High Schools 
 
The number of high school suspensions for the first quarter of the 2007-2008 school year is 
537, a decrease of 125 suspensions compared to the 662 suspensions in first quarter last 
year. 
 
There were 58 fighting incidents during the first quarter of the 2007-2008 school year and 80 
fighting incidents the first quarter last year.  There were 15 expulsions during the first 
quarter of the 2007-2008 school year compared to 15 during the first quarter of last year.  
 
For the first quarter of the 2007-2008 school year, there were 65 drug-related suspensions 
compared to 45 suspensions last year and 17 alcohol-related suspensions compared to 23 
alcohol-related suspensions in the first quarter of 2006-2007 school year. 
 

High School First Quarter Suspension Report  
Suspensions by Category Comparison 

 
Offense  2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 
 
Fights 77 80 58 
Threats 19 39 29 
Assault 18 15 11 
Harassment 20 11 16 
*Sexual Harassment 7 2 0 
Firearms 5 2 0 
Weapons-not firearms 7 12 6 
Drugs 52 45 65 
Alcohol 16 23 17 
Smoking 16 21 17 
Willful Disobedience 62 67 39 
Profanity/Obscenity 61 52 40 
Truancy 15 34 10 
Excess Tardies 3 4 36 
Theft/Robbery 21 22 31 
Vandalism/Destruction of Property 1 5 6 
False Alarm 0 1 0 
Dangerous Acts/Material 13 18 27 
General Disruptive Behavior 43 44 16 
Failure to Serve/Refused Option 17 76 46 
Failure to Identify Self 4 4 3 
Susp. until Parent Conference. 14 9 2 
False Info/Witness/Lying 11 22 10 
Accessory to an Act 7 15 11 
Criminal Acts 10 6 2 
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Dress/Inappropriate Attire 0 1 0 
Disruptive Items 28 1 0 
Forgery/Cheating 0 4 4 
Fireworks/Explosives 0 3 1 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior 1 5 2 
Misuse of Internet/E-Mail 1 0 1 
Prohibited Organizations/Groups 7 4 0 
Reckless and Unsafe Behavior 9 7 5 
Trespass 2 3 2 
Disruptive Behavior/Disobedience 28 5 24 
 
Totals 595 662 537   
  

High School First Quarter Expulsion Report 
Expulsions by Category Comparison 

 
Offense 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 
Drug/Alcohol 3 7 12 
Vandalism 0 2 0 
Assault 2 3 1 
Criminal Acts 2 2 1 
False Alarm 0 1 0 
Fighting 0 2 0 
Weapons Other Than Firearms 0 2 0 
Firearms 0 1 0 
Threats/Instigating 0 1 0 
Theft/Robbery 0 0 1 
 Totals 7 21 15 

 
High School First Quarter Suspension/Expulsion Report 

Quarterly Expulsions by High School 
 

School Offense 
Bartlett Drug/Alcohol (1) 
East Drug/Alcohol (1) 
Service Drug/Alcohol (6) 
    (three were summer school suspensions) 

  Criminal Acts (1) 
   (summer school suspension) 
South Drug/Alcohol (1) 
West Drug/Alcohol (2) 
 Theft/Robbery/Disruptive Behavior (1) 
Benny Benson Assault (1) 
SAVE Drug/Alcohol (1) 
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High School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
The chart below shows the comparison for findings of causality during first quarter for 
the last three years.  There were no findings of causality for first quarter this year. 
 

First Quarter 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 
Threats/Instigating (East) 0 1 0 
   (Emotionally Disturbed) 
Threats/Instigating (West) 0 1 0 
   (Mentally Retarded) 
Threats/Instigating (South) 0 1 0 
   (Emotionally Disturbed) 
Drug/Alcohol (Chugiak) 3 0 0 
   (Learning Disabled–2) 
   (504 plan-1) 
Drug/Alcohol (Dimond) 1 0 0 
Drug/Alcohol (Service) 1 0 0 
   (Learning Disabled/Math) 
Weapon/Billy Club (West) 1 0 0 
   (Emotionally Disturbed) 
 Total 6 3 0 
 

High School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Repeaters Comparison 

 
First Quarter 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 

  65 78 48 
 
Charter Schools 
 
Family Partnership Charter School suspended one student for being under the influence of 
alcohol during summer school at KCC.  During the first quarter of the 2007-2008 school 
year, Highland Tech Charter School suspended ten students; one for disruptive 
behavior/disobedience, two for fighting, four for reckless behavior, one for sexual 
harassment, and two for smoking.  Aquarian Charter School suspended one student for 
inappropriate touching.  Winterberry suspended one student for bringing a toy gun to 
school.  There were no expulsions at any of these schools. 
 
Rilke Schule suspended five students during the first quarter of 2007-2008; two for 
dangerous actions/materials, one for inappropriate sexual behavior, one for fighting and 
one for harassment/bullying. 
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There were no suspensions or expulsions at Eagle Academy, Family Partnership, or 
Frontier charter schools during the first quarter of 2007-2008. 
 
CC/RG/PM/LV/MH/CB/mlh 
 
Attachments 
 
Prepared by: Patricia McRae, Executive Director, Elementary Education 
 Leslie Vandergaw, Executive Director, Middle School Education 
 Mike Henry, Executive Director, High School Education 
 Connie Bensler, Supervisor, Charter Schools 
 
Approved by: Rhonda Gardner, Assistant Superintendent, Instruction 
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FALSE INFOR./WITNESS/LYING 1 1 2HARASSMENT/BULLYING 5 5 6ASSAULT 4 2 1 1 9 9
INAPPROPRIATE SEXUAL BEHAVIOR 1 1 1 2
RECKLESS AND UNSAFE BEHAVIOR 3 3 3 9 2 8 23 26THREATS/INSTIGATING 1 4 5 5
WEAPONS-OTHER THAN FIREARMS 3 2 6 7
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 1ST QUARTER BY SCHOOL -- (SUSPENSIONS), PAGE
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AN ASN AN ASN STU
SCH AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT TOT
700 CENTRAL 2 2 6 2 12 2 1 10 8 1 22 34
730 GRUENING 6 1 8 4 3 1 8 16
740 HANSHEW 2 2 3 8 4 5 3 2 6 20 28

750 MEARS 6 2 1 10 10
755 MIRROR LAKE 1 4 1 6 6
760 ROMIG 2 2 2 4 11 1 3 2 4 4 5 19 30
770 WENDLER 2 2 3 2 11 8 2 5 5 3 5 28 39
780 GOLDENVIEW 1 3 4 2 1 11 2 1 17 21
785 NICHOLAS J BEGICH 5 3 2 1 2 13 5 7 5 3 2 7 29 42
FINAL TOTALS: 6 14 21 10 5 11 67 23 15 52 26 15 28 159 226
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25-0ct-07. MIDDLE SCHOOL 1ST QUARTER BY CATEGORY -- (SUSPENSIONS)
PAGE

G I R L S B 0 Y S
AN ASN AN ASN STU

REASON AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT TOT

SMOKING/TOBACCO 1 1 1

PROFANITY/OBSCENITY/LANGUAGE 2 2 6 2 5 4 3 4 18 24

ATTENDANCE-TRUANCY 2 2 1 1 3 5

ATTENDANCE-EXCESS TARDIES 1 1 1

FIGHTING/PHYSICAL VIOLENCE 10 4 3 18 2 7 10 3 2 2 26 44

THEFT/ROBBERY 1 1 1 1 1 3 4

VANDALISM/DESTRUCTION OF PROP. 2 2 2
DANGEROUS ACTIONS OR MATERIALS 2 3 4 11 2 2 1 21 24

GENERAL DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR 2 4 2 1 5 12 14

FAILURE TO SERVE/REFUSED OPTIO 1 1 1

WILLFUL DISOBEDIENCE 2 3 2 4 7

FAILURE TO IDENTIFY SELF 2 2

SUSPENSION UNTIL PARENT CONFER 1 2

FALSE INFOR./WITNESS/LYING 1 1 1

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 1 1 2 2

HARASSMENT/BULLYING 1 2 4 3 5 16 17

ASSAULT 2 1 1 1 1 4 6

ACCESSORY TO AN ACT 2 2 2

ALCOHOL 6 2 10 10

BUS MISCONDUCT 1 1 2 2 3

DISRUPTIVE ITEMS 1 1

DRUGS 2 2 2 2 5 7

INAPPROPRIATE SEXUAL BEHAVIOR 1 2 3 4

RECKLESS AND UNSAFE BEHAVIOR 2 4 3 8 2 2 15 19

THREATS/INSTIGATING 3 4 1 1 3 1 2 1 9 13

WEAPONS-OTHER THAN FIREARMS 1 1 1 3 3

DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR/DISOBEDIEN 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 5 7

FINAL TOTALS: 6 14 21 10 5 11 67 23 15 52 26 15 28 159 226

226 RECORDS TOTALED
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24-0ct-07 SECONDARY 1ST QUARTER BY SCHOOL -- (SUSPENSIONS)
PAGE

G I R L S B 0 Y S
AN ASN AN ASN STU

SCH AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT TOT
800 BARTLETT 3 10 1 2 4 20 8 4 19 7 4 8 50 70
810 CHUGIAK 3 2 1 6 1 9 2 12 18
820 DIMOND 7 1 2 4 14 10 11 17 4 5 10 57 71
830 EAST 5 8 6 4 2 2 27 9 12 19 13 12 8 73 100
835 SAVE I 1 1 2 1 3 1 5 1 11 13

·840 SERVICE 9 3 5 6 23 11 8 28 9 9 18 83 106
845 STELLER 1 1 2 2 2 4
850 YEST 4 7 5 5 2 24 8 10 17 14 9 7 65 89
860 SOUTH 6 6 1 1 14 2 4 2 24 30
865 EAGLE RIVER HIGH 2 2 1 11 1 3 16 18
880 BENSON 1 1 2 3 4
881 BENSON SEARCH 1 2 3 2 1 9 2 3 5 14
FINAL TOTALS: 17 11 54 15 19 20 136 52 52 139 55 44 59 401 537

537 RECORDS TOTALED
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24-0ct-07 SECONDARY 1ST QUARTER BY CATEGORY -- (SUSPENSIONS)
PAGE

G I R L S B 0 Y S
AN ASN AN ASN STU

REASON AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT AI PI WH BL HSP OTH TOT TOT
SMOKING/TOBACCO 1 4 1 6 2 8 1 11 17
PROFANITY/OBSCENITY/LANGUAGE 3 1 3 2 9 6 1 10 6 5 3 31 40
ATTENDANCE-TRUANCY 1 3 1 5 1 1 3 5 10
ATTENDANCE-EXCESS TARDIES 1 1 3 7 7 6 5 6 2 33 36
FIGHTING/PHYSICAL VIOLENCE 1 9 5 6 3 25 1 4 .15 5 2 6 33 58
THEFT/ROBBERY 2 1 1 4 4 8 7 4 1 3 27 31
VANDALISM/DESTRUCTION OF PROP. 1 3 4 1 1 2 6
DANGEROUS ACTIONS OR MATERIALS 2 2 2 3 12 1 3 4 25 27
GENERAL DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR 1 2 1 1 9 1 2 14 16
FAILURE TO SERVE/REFUSED OPTIO 4 4 1 10 5 7 8 3 5 8 36 46
WILLFUL DISOBEDIENCE 2 2 3 8 3 3 7 10 1 7 31 39
FAILURE TO IDENTIFY SELF 1 1 1 3 3
SUSPENSION UNTIL PARENT CONFER 1 1 1 2
FALSE INFOR./WITNESS/LYING 2 4 3 1 6 10HARASSMENT/BULLYING 1 3 5 6 3 11 16ASSAULT 2 1 4 2 1 1 1 7 11ACCESSORY TO AN ACT 6 6 3 1 1 5 11ALCOHOL 2 3 2 4 2 4 1 14 17
CRIMINAL ACTS 1 1 2 2
DRUGS 3 5 3 3 15 11 6 20 2 10 50 65
FORGERY/FALSE IMPERS./CHEATING 1 1 2 1 3 4
FIREWORKS/EXPLOSIVES 1 1
INAPPROPRIATE SEXUAL BEHAVIOR 1 2
MISUSE OF INTERNET,EMAIL,NETWO 1 1
RECKLESS AND UNSAFE BEHAVIOR 2 3 1 1 2 5
THREATS/INSTIGATING 4 2 2 9 2 10 3 3 20 29
TRESPASS 1 1 1 1 2
WEAPONS-OTHER THAN FIREARMS 1 2 1 2 5 6
DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR/DISOBEDIEN 2 1 1 4 3 1 5 4 4 3 20 24
FINAL TOTALS: 17 11 54 15 19 20 136 52 52 139 55 44 59 401 537

537 RECORDS TOTALED




