
ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

 
 
ASD MEMORANDUM #135 (2008-2009) December 1, 2008 
 
 
TO: SCHOOL BOARD 
 
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
SUBJECT: FIRST QUARTER SUSPENSION/WEAPONS/EXPULSION 

REPORT 2008-2009 
 
ASD Goal:  Establish and maintain a supportive and effective learning environment by 
providing safe, caring, barrier-free schools. 
 
PERTINENT FACTS: 
 
Information regarding suspensions and expulsions for various offenses, 
including weapons, is collected from the elementary, middle, and high schools 
each quarter.  The information is shown in the narrative information below and 
as Attachments A-F.  Suspension/expulsion information is also reported from 
the charter schools. 
 
The school board requested information on the percentage of students not 
suspended or expelled during a quarter.  That information is shown below: 
 
Division Total Active 

Students 
Students without 
Suspensions or 

Expulsions 

Percentage 

Elementary 24,030 23,893 99.43% 
Middle 7,528 6,913 91.83% 
High 14,160 13,673 96.56% 
Special Ed 467 449 96.15% 
Charter 2,224 2,208 99.28% 
 
First Quarter Expulsion 
 
Seven students, including three middle school students and four high school 
students, were expelled by the school board during the first quarter of the 2008-
2009 school year; no elementary students were expelled.  This is ten fewer 
students than the 17 students expelled during the first quarter of 2007-2008.  One 
middle school student was expelled for fighting/assault, one student was 



expelled for drugs/alcohol and one for vandalism.  High school expelled three 
students for drugs/alcohol and one for criminal acts. 
 
Discipline Reports 
 
The elementary, middle, and high school discipline summaries follow: 
elementary first quarter by school and category (Attachment A & B); middle 
school first quarter by school and category (Attachment C & D); and high school 
first quarter by school and category (Attachment E & F). 
 
 
Elementary Schools 
 
As compared to the 2007-2008 school year, elementary suspensions decreased 
during the first quarter of the 2008-2009.  There were 170 recorded suspensions in 
2007-2008 and 162 in 2008-2009.  The 162 suspensions represent .six percent of the 
K-6 enrollment (25,215 students as of October 20, 2008).  There was one weapons 
violation (a small pocket knife) which resulted in suspension during the first 
quarter; compared to seven reported weapons incidents during the first quarter 
of last year. 
 
There were no drug and alcohol suspensions for the first quarter of 2008-2009 or 
2007-2008.  There was one sexual harassment suspension compared this year 
compared to none last year.  The largest areas of increase were seen in reckless & 
unsafe behavior which increased by eight suspensions and disruptive behavior 
which increased by five suspensions.  There were no expulsions or findings of 
causality for the first quarter of the 2008-2009 school year. 
 
Seven elementary schools had zero suspensions both in 2007/2008 and 
2008/2009, while 32 schools had one-three suspensions in both years.  When 
comparing the number of suspensions in 2008-2009 to 2007-2008, 13 schools 
increased suspensions over the first quarter of last year by one-two, while eight 
schools increased suspensions by three or more.  Twenty-eight schools had a 
decrease in the number of suspensions from the first quarter of last year, while 11 
schools had the same number of suspensions in first quarter of 2008-2009 and 
2007-2008.  
 

Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
Quarterly Suspensions by Category Comparison 

 
Reason                Total Students 
 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 
Smoking/Tobacco  1  0  0 
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Profanity/Obscenity  5  9  8 
Attendance-Truancy   0   0  0 
Attendance-Excessive Tardies  0  0  0 
Fighting/Physical Violence  68  58   49 
Willful Disobedience  2  14  11 
Failure to Identify Self  0  0  0 
False Info./Witness/Lying  0  2  0 
Sexual Harassment  8  0  1 
Discrimination/Harassment/Bullying  12  6  1 
Assault  17  9  11 
Accessory to an Act  0  0  0 
Alcohol  0  0  0 
Arson/Fire  1  0  2 
Attempt  0  0  0 
Bus Misconduct  1  0  0 
Criminal Acts  0  0  0 
Disruptive Items  0  0  1 
Excessive Display of Affection  0  0  0 
Drugs –Street  0  0  0 
Extortion or Blackmail  0  0  0 
Fireworks/Explosives  0  0  0 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior  2  2  3 
Misuse of Internet  0  0  0 
Prohibited Organizations/Groups  0  0  0 
Reckless & Unsafe Behavior  29  26  34 
Threats/Instigating  8  5  6 
Trespass  0  0  0 
Weapons-Other than Firearms  5  7  1 
Weapons/Firearms  0  0  0 
In Hall without a Pass  0  0  0 
Drugs – Prescription  0  0  0 
False Impersonation  0  0  0 
Cell Phone/ECD Misuse  0  0  0 
Littering  0  0  0 
Dangerous Materials/Objects*  19  11  11 
Cooperate with School Personnel  0  0  0 
Before/After School Restriction  0  0  0 
Vandalism**  6  5  2 
Theft***  3  2  5 
Robbery***  0  0  0 
Pranks  0  0  0 
Forgery  0  0  0 
False Alarm  0  0  0 
Disruptive Behavior  9  7  12 
Destruction of Property**  0  0  0 
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Dangerous Actions*  0  0  4 
Cyberbullying  0  0  0 
Cheating  0  0  0 
Bomb Threat  0  0  0 
General Disruptive Behavior  19  7  
Failure to Serve/Refused Options  0  0  
Suspension Until Parent Conference  0  0   
Dress/Inappropriate Attire  0  0  
Total  215     170  162 

 
* Suspension category Dangerous Actions or Materials was changed to 
Dangerous Materials/Objects and Dangerous Actions for 2008-2009.  Totals 
for previous years are reflected as Dangerous Materials/Objects. 
 
**Suspension category Vandalism/Destruction of Property was changed to 
Vandalism and Destruction of Property for 2008-2009.  Totals for previous 
years are reflected as Vandalism. 
 
*** Suspension category Theft/Robbery was changed to Theft and Robbery 
for 2008-2009. Totals for previous years are reflected as Theft. 
 
Categories in italics are no longer applicable. 

 
Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 

Quarterly Elementary Expulsions Comparison 
 

First Quarter 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009   

 0 0 0 
 

Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
First Quarter 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009   

 0 0 0 
 

Elementary First Quarter Suspension Report 
 
Repeaters Comparison 

First Quarter 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009   

 26 19 15 
 
 
Middle Schools 
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The number of students suspended during the first quarter of the 2008-2009 school year 
for grade six, (Mirror Lake and Begich), seven and eight was 267.  This is an increase of 
41 suspensions compared to the first quarter of 2007-2008.  Students suspended for 
alcohol violations dropped from 10 to 0 for the first quarter as compared to 2007-2008. 
Discrimination/harassment/ bullying decreased from 17 to 10, threats/instigating from 13 
to eight, and drugs-street from seven to three.  Increases were seen in reckless & unsafe 
behavior, 19 to 32, and inappropriate sexual behavior from four to 12. 
 

Middle School First Quarter Suspension Report  
Quarterly Suspensions by Category Comparison 

 
Reason Total Students  
 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009
Smoking/Tobacco  5  1  3 
Profanity/Obscenity  23  24  22 
Attendance-Truancy   4   4  1 
Attendance-Excessive Tardies  3  1  0 
Fighting/Physical Violence  88  44   54 
Willful Disobedience  25  7  23 
Failure to Identify Self  0  2  2 
False Info./Witness/Lying  0  1  0 
Sexual Harassment  4  2  8 
Discrimination/Harassment/Bullying  16  17  10 
Assault  11  6  6 
Accessory to an Act  3  2  4 
Alcohol  2  10  0 
Arson/Fire  1  0  0 
Attempt  0  0  0 
Bus Misconduct  1  3  0 
Criminal Acts  1  0  0 
Disruptive Items  0  1  0 
Excessive Display of Affection  0  0  0 
Drugs –Street  6  7  3 
Extortion or Blackmail  0  0  0 
Fireworks/Explosives  0  0  0 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior  4  4  12 
Misuse of Internet  3  0  1 
Prohibited Organizations/Groups  1  0  1 
Reckless & Unsafe Behavior  14  19  32 
Threats/Instigating  25  13  8 
Trespass  0  0  0 
Weapons-Other than Firearms  3  3  7 
Weapons/Firearms  0  0  0 
In Hall without a Pass  0  0  0 
Drugs – Prescription  0  0  2 
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False Impersonation  0  0  0 
Cell Phone/ECD Misuse  0  0  0 
Littering  0  0  0 
Dangerous Materials/Objects**  27  25  8 
Cooperate with School Personnel  0  0  5 
Before/After School Restriction  0  0  0 
Vandalism***  9  2  0 
Theft****  5  4  5 
Robbery****  0  0  0 
Pranks  0  0  1 
Forgery  0  0  0 
False Alarm  0  0  0 
Disruptive Behavior  14  7  19 
Destruction of Property***  0  0  0 
Dangerous Actions**  0  0  30 
Cyberbullying  0  0  0 
Cheating  0  0  0 
Bomb Threat  0  0  0 
General Disruptive Behavior*  12  14  
Failure to Serve/Refused Options*  1  1  
Suspension Until Parent Conference*  7  2  
Dress/Inappropriate Attire*  1  0  
Total  319  226  267 

 
* Categories no longer applicable. 
 
** Suspension category Dangerous Actions or Materials was changed to Dangerous 
Materials/Objects and Dangerous Actions for 2008-2009.  Totals for previous years are 
reflected as Dangerous Materials/Objects. 
 
*** Suspension category Vandalism/Destruction of Property was changed to Vandalism 
and Destruction of Property for 2008-2009.  Totals for previous years are reflected as 
Vandalism. 
 
**** Suspension category Theft/Robbery was changed to Theft and Robbery for 2008-
2009.  Totals for previous years are reflected as Theft. 

 
 

Middle School First Quarter Expulsion Report 
Quarterly Expulsions by Category Comparison 

 
Offense 2006-2008 2007-2008 2008-2009 

Fighting/Assault 3 1 1 
Other Weapons 1 1 0 
Drugs/Alcohol 1 0 1 
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Vandalism 0 0 1 
Totals 5 2 3 

 
 

Middle school First Quarter Suspensions/Expulsion Report 
Quarterly Expulsions by School 

 
 School   Offense 
 Begich  Assault - 1 
 Romig  Vandalism - 1 
 Hanshew  Drugs - 1   
  

Middle School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Findings of Causality Comparison 

 
There was one finding of causality in the first quarter of 2008-2009, as compared to zero 
in the previous four years. 
 

Middle School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Repeaters’ Comparison 

 
Quarter 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 
First Quarter 48 23 31 
 

Polaris K-12 
 

Polaris K-12 (secondary) had no suspensions during the first quarter of 2007-2008 
or 2008-2009.  
 
 
High Schools 
 
The number of high school suspensions for the first quarter of the 2008-2009 
school year is 533, a decrease of 3 suspensions compared to the first quarter of 
last year when there were 537 suspensions. 
 
There were 58 fighting incidents during the first quarter of the 2007-2008 school 
year and 46 fighting incidents the first quarter of 2008-2009.  There were four 
expulsions during the first quarter of the 2008-2009 school year compared to 15 
during the first quarter of 2007-2008 school year. 
 
For the first quarter of the 2008-2009 school year, there were 65 drug-related 
suspensions and 14 alcohol-related suspensions compared to 65 drug-related 
suspensions and 17 alcohol-related suspensions in the first quarter of 2007-2008 
school year.   
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High School First Quarter Suspension Report  

Suspensions by Category Comparison 
 

Offense  2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 
 
Fighting/Physical Violence 80 58 46
Threats/Instigating 39 29 14 
Assault 15 11 10 
Discrim/Harassment/Bullying 11 16 15 
Sexual Harassment 2 0 7 
Weapons/Firearms 2 0 0 
Weapons/Other than Firearms 12 6 3 
Drugs 45 65 65 
Alcohol 23 17 13 
Smoking/Tobacco 21 17 13 
Willful Disobedience 67 39 76 
Obscenity/Profanity 52 40 63 
Attendance-Truancy 34 10 22 
Attendance-Excess Tardies 4 36 11 
Theft 22 31 6 
Vandalism 5 6 1 
False Alarm 1 0 2 
Dangerous Material/Objects 18 27 8 
***Disruptive Behavior 44 16 0 
*Failure to Serve/Refused Option 76 46 0 
Failure to Identify Self 4 3 6
*Susp. until Parent Conference 9 2 0 
False Info/Witness/Lying 22 10 17 
Accessory to an Act 15 11 1 
Arson/Fire 0 0 1 
Bus Misconduct 0 0 1 
Criminal Acts 6 2 1 
*Dress/Inappropriate Attire 1 0 0 
Disruptive Items 1 0 2 
Cheating 4 4 2 
Fireworks/Explosives 3 1 2 
Inappropriate Sexual Behavior 5 2 4 
*Misuse of Internet/E-Mail 0 1 0 
Prohibited Organizations/Groups 4 0 9 
Reckless and Unsafe Behavior 7 5 14 
Trespass 3 2 1 
Disruptive Behavior/Disobedience 5 24 25 
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**Cyberbullying   1 
**Cell Phone/E.C.D. Misuse   3 
**Cooperate with School Personnel   42 
**Dangerous Actions   24 
**Forgery   1 
**False Impersonation   1 
 Totals 662 537 533 
    

*Bold categories have been discontinued beginning school year 2008-09. 
**Added categories beginning school year 2008-09.  
***Changed categories beginning school year 2008-09.  
Suspension category disruptive behavior has been changed to disruptive 
behavior/disobedience. 
 

High School First Quarter Expulsion Report 
Expulsions by Category Comparison 

 
Offense 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 
Drug/Alcohol 7 12 3 
Vandalism 2 0 0 
Assault 3 1 1 
Criminal Acts 2 1 0 
False Alarm 1 0 0 
Fighting 2 0 0 
Weapons Other Than Firearms 2 0 0 
Firearms 1 0 0 
Threats/Instigating 1 0 0 
Theft/Robbery 0 1 0 
 Totals 21 15 4 

 
 

High School First Quarter Suspension/Expulsion Report 
Quarterly Expulsions by High School 

 
School Offense 
Continuation Assault  1 
Service Drugs/Alcohol 2 
South Drugs/Alcohol 1 
 Total  4 
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High School First Quarter Suspension Report 

Findings of Causality Comparison 
 

First Quarter 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 
Threats/Instigating (East) 1 0 0 
   (Emotionally Disturbed) 
Threats/Instigating (West) 1 0 0 
   (Mentally Retarded) 
Threats/Instigating (South) 1 0 0 
   (Emotionally Disturbed) 
 Total 3 0 0 
 

High School First Quarter Suspension Report 
Repeaters Comparison 

 
First Quarter 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 

  78 48 56 
 

Repeat offenses would not necessarily be in the same category.  A student who 
has been suspended on a first drug/alcohol violation, for instance, may later be 
suspended for a different infraction and be listed as a repeater.  For first quarter 
there were 52 first-time repeaters, three second-time repeaters, one third-time 
repeater, and no fourth-time repeaters. 
 
Charter Schools 
 
There were no expulsions at any of the charter schools during the first quarter of 
2008-2009.  There were no first quarter suspensions at Frontier, Rilke Schule, and 
Winterberry charter schools.  . 
 
Aquarian suspended one student for assault and Family Partnership suspended 
one student for drugs during the first quarter of 2008-2009. 
 
Eagle Academy had three suspensions first quarter; one for assault, one for 
dangerous materials/objects and one for fighting/physical violence. 
 
Alaska Native Cultural Charter School suspended five students for the following 
reasons:  hitting another student (2), smoking (1), threats (1), and bringing a 
paintball gun to school (1). 
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Highland Tech suspended eight students for the following reasons. 
 

Suspensions   
Fighting 1 
Smoking 2 
Vandalism 2 
Threats 1 
Reckless Behavior 2 
Totals 8 

 
CC/RG/EG/LV/MH/CB/mlh 
 
Attachments 
 
Prepared by: Ed Graff, Executive Director, Elementary Education 
 Leslie Vandergaw, Executive Director, Middle School Education 
 Mike Henry, Executive Director, High School Education 
 Connie Bensler, Supervisor, Charter Schools 
 
Approved by: Rhonda Gardner, Assistant Superintendent, Instruction 
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