ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
ASD MEMORANDUM # 252 (2008-2009) March 23, 2009
TO: SCHOOL BOARD
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE INTERSTATE MILITARY
COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR MILITARY
CHILDREN

RECOMMENDATION:

It is the recommendation of the administration that the School Board approve a
resolution in support of the interstate military compact on educational
opportunity for military children (attachment A). It is further recommended that
the School Board and administration communicate the support of the Anchorage
School District to the Alaska Legislature, the State Board of Education and Early
Development, and the Governor.

PERTINENT FACTS:

The United States Departments of Education and Defense signed a historic
agreement in June of 2008. This historic agreement set the state for a formalized
working agreement to work collaboratively to ease the challenges of transitions
for military dependent students. As of the beginning of the 2008-2009 school
year, the following states have passed legislation in support of military
compacts: Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Kansas, Kentucky,
Michigan, Missouri, North Carolina, and Oklahoma. Other states have legislation
pending. Subsequent to that action, the State Board of Education and Early
Development discussed the military compact and expressed strong support for
Alaska entering into this compact. This was communicated to the Alaska
Legislature and to Governor Palin.

Subsequently, Representative John Coghill, filed HB 137, “An act relating to the
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children...” It is
moving through the legislature during this first session of the twenty-sixth



legislature. Representative Dahlstrom has attended meetings relating to this
issue as part of her legislative responsibilities.

The administration has reviewed the military compact and the proposed
legislation and urges the School Board to pass this resolution in support of its
guiding principles. The administration supports this compact because it
validates our close working relationships and current practices with our military
installations and dependent families. The Mat-Su, Fairbanks, Kodiak, and Sitka
school districts are in support of this compact and are in the process of
supporting this action for their districts. The administration would like to work
with our military representatives and members of the legislature on this
important legislation.

An information packet provided to school districts provides general information
to the School Board in support of this administrative recommendation and is

included as Attachment B.

CC

Prepared and approved by: Carol Comeau, Superintendent



Attachment A

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL BOARD
ASDR 2008-2009-12

A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE
INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR
MILITARY CHILDREN

WHEREAS, military students are faced with numerous transitions during their
formative years, and

WHEREAS, moves during the school years, particularly the high school years,
present special challenges to learning and future achievement, and

WHEREAS, there is a large and growing military student population in the
Anchorage School District, and

WHEREAS, it is noted that many military students face transition challenges in
their schooling,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage School Board endorses the
guiding principles expressed on Attachment B of this document, and urges all
employees to institute these practices no later than the beginning of the 2009-
2010 school year.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage School Board this 234 day of
March, 2009.

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL BOARD

Jeff Friedman, President

Pat Higgins Macon Roberts
Crystal Kennedy Tim Steele
Jeannie Mackie John Steiner

Carol Comeau, Superintendent






and career pathways courses. Continuing the student’s academic program from the
previous school and promoting placement in academically and career challenging
courses should be paramount when considering placement. This does not preclude the
school in the receiving state from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure
appropriate placement and continued enrollment of the student in the course(s).

Special education services — 1) In compliance with the federal requirements of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C.A. Section 1400 et seq,
the receiving state shall initially provide comparable services to a student with
disabilities based on his/her current Individualized Education Program (IEP); and 2)
In compliance with the requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act [insert
federal statutory reference] and with Title I of the Americans with Disabilities Act
[insert federal statutory reference] the receiving state shall make reasonable
accommodations and modifications to address the needs of incoming students with
disabilities, subject to an existing 504 or Title II Plan, to provide the student with
equal access to education. This does not preclude the school in the receiving state
from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate placement of the
student.

Placement flexibility — local education agency administrative officials shall have
flexibility in waiving course/program prerequisites, or other preconditions for placement
in courses/programs offered under the jurisdiction of the local education agency.

Absence as related to deployment activities — a student whose parent or legal
guardian is an active duty member of the uniformed services, as defined by the
compact, and has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or immediately returned
from deployment to a combat zone or combat support posting, shall be granted
additional excused absences at the discretion of the local education agency
superintendent to visit with his or her parent or legal guardian prior to leave or
deployment of the parent or guardian.

Graduation

Waiver requirements — local education agency administrative officials shall waive
specific courses required for graduation if similar course work has been satisfactorily
completed in another local education agency or shall provide reasonable justification
for denial. Should a waiver not be granted to a student who would qualify to graduate
from the sending school, the local education agency shall provide an alternative
means of acquiring required coursework so that graduation may occur on-time.

Exit _exams - states shall accept: 1) exit or end-of-course exams required for
graduation from the sending state; or 2) national norm-referenced achievement tests
or 3) alternative testing, in lieu of testing requirements for graduation in the receiving
state. In the event the above alternatives cannot be accommodated by the receiving
state for a student transferring in his or her Senior year, then the provisions of Article
VII, Section C shall apply (as outlined below).



Transfers during Senior year — Should a military student transferring in his or her
Senior year be ineligible to graduate from the receiving local education agency after
all alternatives have been considered, the sending and receiving local education
agencies shall ensure the receipt of a diploma from the sending local education
agency, if the student meets the graduation requirements of the sending local
education agency. In the event that one of the states in question is not a member of
this compact, the member state shall use best efforts to facilitate the on-time
graduation of the student.

State Coordination

State Council — each state will be required to develop a State Council to provide for
the coordination among its agencies of government, local education agencies and
military installations concerning the state’s participation in, and compliance with, this
compact. While each member state may determine the membership of its own State
Council, its membership must include at least: the state superintendent of education,
superintendent of the school district with a high concentration of military children,
representative from a military installation, one representative from the legislative, and
executive branches of government, and other offices and stakeholder groups the State
Council deems appropriate.

Military Family Education Liaison - the State Council of each member state shall
appoint or designate a military family education liaison to assist military families and
the state in facilitating the implementation of this compact.

National Coordination

Interstate Commission — the governing body of the new interstate compact composed
of representatives from each member state as well as various ex-officio members
representing impacted stakeholder groups, the Interstate Commission will provide
general oversight of the agreement, creates and enforces rules governing the compacts
operation and promotes training and compliance with the compacts requirements.
Each state will be allowed one vote on compact matters and the Commission will
maintain a variety of policy and operations committees. Rather than states operating
under an interstate agreement without any national coordination, the Interstate
Commission will provide the venue for solving interstate issues and disputes.

Rulemaking — the Interstate Commission, through its member states, will draft and
enforce rules for the operation of the compact. While the interstate compact
mechanism provides the skeletal structure of the agreement, the rules are the muscles
or actuators of the contract. The compact is basic in its scope and intent, therefore
compelling the rules and rulemaking process to be dynamic in its ability to respond to
changing issues without rewriting the compact at every turn. However, a rule may be
voided should a majority of member state legislatures revoke the rule (check and
balance).



e FPEnforcement — the Interstate Commission will have the ability to enforce the
provision of the compact and its rules on states and school districts. Without
enforcement and compliance power, the compact becomes a toothless tiger — a set of
good ideas under which no one feels compelled to abide. With enforcement capacity,
the compact can force states and districts to comply for the good of military children.
Of course, such action could only be undertaken by the Commission itself, i.e. the
state members.

Effective Date

e 10 or more states ~ the compact will activate once 10 or more states have adopted the
language. With the bulk of military children residing in just 20 states, the Drafting
Team felt that 10 was sufficient to begin operations and create a sense of urgency for
the remaining states.

Questions may be directed to:

Keith A. Scott
National Center for Interstate Compacts
The Council of State Governments
2760 Research Park Dr.
P.O. Box 11910
Lexington, KY 40578-1910
(859) 244-8247
kscott@csg.org



