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Dear Parents,

As | visit clases and interact with staff and students in the halls, 10n impressed with the
positive energy that is evident throughout our school. We have had a very smooth opening. |
attribute this to an outstanding and dedicated staff, a wonderful student body that is spirited
and genuinely happy to be at Wed High School and our strong parent involvement.

More than 1.5 million juniors entered the 2010 program by taking the 2008 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Sclholarship Qualifying Ted. The semifinalists, which represent less than
one percent of U.S. high school seniors, include the highed scoring entrants from each state.

To become a finalist, a semifinalist must have an exemplary academic record, receive an
endorsement by the school principal, and score well on the SAT. Each semifinalist must
submit a detailed scholarship application which includes a self-descriptive esay and
information about the studentOsparticipation and leadership in school and community
activities We are proud to announce the semifinalists from Wes High School: Madeleine
Amodio, Makenzie Curtis-Johnson, Geurim Kim, Daniel Klinkner, Joelene Kronz, Terra
Laughton, Elaine Parmelee, Max Shayer, Maxwell Silverman, Nicholas Treinen, Sophie
Wiepking-Brown, and Kyle Zencey. Congratulations to these scholars!

Semifi nalists qualify for National Merit Scholarships based on the PSAT score they earn in
their junior year. The PSAT will be offered this year on October 17". Be sure to sign up in
the Career Resurce Room for this opportunity. Plea® sign up and be the next National
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist.

| would like to thank all of the parents who were alde to join us for Open House. Staying
connectedwith your studentOdeachers is vital to their academic succes. Another way to stay
connected with your son and/or daughter teachers and school records is through
Parent/Connect. Plea come into the front office and receive your pasword and pin
number. These will allow you to keep track of your son/daughter attendance and academic
records.

Just areminder that the High School Graduation Qualifying Exam for juniors and seniors who
have either not taken or passed one or more secions of the teg is scheduled for October 6™,
7" and 8". Students who need to take one or more sections of the examination should®e
already been notified by the schoolOsCurricuum Office. Please make sure the students are
well nourishedand resedfor the exam.

Rick Stone
Principal




HSGQE Make Up Testing!

October 6-8
7:30t010.25

IAl juniors and seniorswho need have not passed HSGQE
IReading - Tueglay;
Writing - Wednedday;
Math - Thurgday!

Normal school scheduk for all other studerts.

Curriculum News

This is my third year that | have worked as Assistant Principal in charge of Curriculum at West, and |
continue to be impressed by the academic diversity we offer to match the rich diversity of our students.
Some of the new things that are happening at West in terms of Curriculum:
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Three photography classes have been added in vocational technology.

A 7™ hour textile class after school who help prepare costumes for drama productions.

A musical theater class, entitled Play Production, also supporting our awesome drama program.
The mentorship class is not new this year, but continues to be strong in its second year B helping
make sure freshmen find a connection here at West.

Physical education department added a swimming class last year and a cross training class this
yedr.

Fine Arts added Jazz Band last year, and a swing choir this year (and two very large choirs!).

The English Department has four new electives: Contemporary American Literature, Science
Fiction and Fantasy, Children® Literature, and Technical Wr|t|ng for the 21% Century.

| hope to see you al at Parent Conferences Thursday, October 29" to pick up grades and to talk with
your studentsOteachers. Here are afew things we arefocusing on in the curriculum office.

All sophomores will be taking the PLAN test the morning of parent conferences. As a (oreACTOttest,
PLAN is a poweful predictor of success on the ACT while it also focuses attention on both career
preparation and improving academic achievement. The test is being funded through stimulus money, so
there will be no charge to students.

Please plan ahead! | want to remind all parents that students may not take finals early. This is a school
district p0I|cy It is |mp0rtant that all students be here until the last day of the sem&cter Students will take
finals for 1%, 2™, and 3" hour classes on Wedn&sday December 16, and for 4", 5", and 6" hour classes
Thursday, December 17. Friday, December 18 is an Inservice Day and there is no school for students.

Sue Holway
Curriculum Principal

Activities Action

We are wdl into a new sthool year and things are gong greet. Many of ou teans are in the running for
regioral and gate chanrpionships We garted ssveal newv dubs Our Paformring Arts progiamis wolking on
numeroLs outstanding paformencss West is also hoting the Fall Satewide Sthool Govanment Corferenca
We had ove 500 sudents attend ou firg dance of the sthoolyer too. The arount of school sairit and
enthusasmat Wes isat an al timehigh! West Highsudents saff and parentsarebusy peopld

Attend ored themany eventsliged on theschoolcaendar and bea part of theWest High Conmunity.

GoEagld




Progress Reports and ParentConnect

Quarter 1 progress reports have been mailed home.
Because Zangleis new, severa teachers had problems entering grades for this first grading
period.
If your student had any grades missing, you can find them on Parent Connect.
Click on M arksOto see Quarter 1 Progress report grades.
http://parentconnect.asdk12 org/

Counseling Department Information

Sue Holway, AP Curriculum 742-2588
Yolanda Fuerer, Secretary 742-2503
Laurie Sweet, Registrar 742-2504
Gail Rutz, Career Resource Advisor  742-2540
Mtiam Dean, ADGe 742-2556
Keely Matland, Gf BMa 742-2644
John Conroy, McbS 742-2558
Lourdes Crawford, TBZ 742-2562
Lisa Maunds-Craft, 9 grade 742-2552
Judy Friar, Highly Gifted 10-12 742-2539
Johanna Utterback, Highly Gifted 9 742-2575
Gina Wall, Sped 9-12 742-2648

Mthelle Yoon, ELL 9 10-11 A-Ma 742-2560
TawanaWilson, ELL 10-11 MbZ, 12  742-2554

John Owens, Sped Dept. Chair 742-2542
Cindy White, IEP Clerical 742-2532
Debi Wilson, Psychologist 742-2546
Dawnyale Bolds, Indian Ed 742-2621
Velda Miller, CITC 742-2620
John Ruhlin, 1B Coordinator 742-2610

* % %

Any senior, who expects to graduate at the end of semester one, Decemler 2009, must comgete a milyear
graduation form. The paperwork can be obtained from his/her counselor.

* % %

Seniors check your college applications deadlines. If you have applications due December 30, January 1, or January
15, you will need to give those applications to your counselor by Decemter 1, 2009.

* % %

Seniors are advised to comgete their college entrance tests no later than January. Registration can be competed by
application (available in the CRC) or online at www.collegeboard.com for SAT and www.ACT.org for the ACT. Juniors
are encouraged to take the SAT and ACT in the spring and again in the fall of their senior year. Someschools require
SAT Il subject tests as well. The College Board recommends that students take subject tests after comgeting the
related high school course.

WHS ACT/SAT CODE IS 020000

WHS will be hosting the Parent/Teacher Conferences on Thursday, October 29, 2009 (11:00am-2:30pm and 4p-7p).
To assure productive conferences, we would like to offer a few hints that mht be of help:




¥ Prior to the conferences, ask your student what they would like you to talk about with their teachers. Jot
down somenotes about those topics to cover.

¥  Ask important and specific questions because of timelimitations. If further discussion is warranted, contact
your student® counselor for a specific appointment with the teacher and counselor

¥ Askfor clarification if the teacher uses a term or talks about something that you do not understand.

¥ Find out about specific ways you can help your child perform better in school. Discuss these strategies with
your child and let your student know that you and the teacher care what happens.

¥ Follow up with the teacher to discuss your child® progress with the help of the counselor.

Rememter, we are all here for only one reason: to help your child be successful in school!

* % %

The PSAT will be admiistered on Saturday, October 17. Sign up with Mrs. Rutz in the Career Resource Room starting
Manday, September 28 and the last day to sign up is Manday, October 12. The cost is $20 and after October 12 the
cost is $25. Students who have a religious or school related conflict can test at KCC on October 14 but there is limited
space. Check with your counselor.

* % %
Juniors and Seniors planning on going to college are you interested in knowing if you are ready for college reading,
witing, and mah? The Accuplacer is your first step! See Mis. Wison in the Counseling Office to get mae
informétion.

* % %
Sign up to attend the College Fair on October 13t with Mis. Rutz in the Career Resource Room starts October 1st.
Space is limited for serious minded students who are looking to méake informed college selections.

TheWest HighSpanish Department is promoting two tripsthisyer. Sudentsinteested in travding to Cota
Rica during Soring Break 2010 ned to pick up the application meteials form Profe Gooley in Rdo 13 AND
have ther parents areil Profe Cooby at coolkey adam@asik12.o1g by Tuesday, September 29. Sudents
interested in travdingto Eauadorand the Galapag@next suner nead to seeSmora Carr in roam 30.

Thanks to the U. S. Army, courtesy of Staff Sergeant Gladys Fraticelli,
for the notebook size laminated Periodic Table of the Elements/Science info pages
for Mr. Burnham’s Chemistry classes!

ASD Non Discrimination Statement

It is the policy of the Anchorage School District to provide equal educational and employment opportunities, and
to provide services and benefits to all students and employees without regard to race, color, religion, disability,
national origin, gender, marital status, change in marital status, pregnancy, parenthood or other prohibitions.
This policy is consistent with numerous laws, regulations, and executive orders enforced by various federal, state,
and municipal agencies, including but not limited to Executive Order 11246, Title 41, part 60-1, 60-2, 60-3, 60-
20, Title VI and VIl of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, and Section
504.




Inquiries or complaints may be addressed to the School District’s Equal Employment Opportunity Director, who
also serves as the Title IX Coordinator, Boniface Education Center, 5530 E Northern Lights Blvd., Anchorage, AK
99504-3135, (907) 742-4132 or to any of the following external agencies: Alaska State Commission for
Human Rights, Anchorage Equal Rights Commission, Director of the Office for Civil Rights, Department of
Education, Department of Health and Human Services.

Shave Mr. More®@ Head
W est Anchorage Choral Department to Hot Fall Benefit Concert

The WHS Choral Department will be hosting a fall benefit concert on October 8"
to raise money to purchase new concert attire. In previous years, the choirs have
worn orange and black robes. With the program expanding to over 100 students
this year, there are now more students than robes. Sights are set on black dresses
with orange sashes for the women and black tuxedos with orange bowties for the
men.

A silent auction and raffle drawings will be conducted before, during, and after the
concert. Donations from around the community are coming in; gift cards from
Home Depot, Spenard Roadhouse, Bear Tooth Theater and Pub, Rainmaker
Touchless Carwash, a BriteSmile teeth whitening system from Dr. Richard Crosby,
and one lucky audience member will win theright to shave Mr. More® head!! Join
our effortsin building the WHS choir program to one of the best in the state!

Fall Benefit Concert
Thursday, October 8"
Concert begins at 7:00PM
Silent Auction begins at 6:30PM
Auction closes at 8:30PM
Anchorage Auditorium

Team West Recognition

| believe our stdf, parents, community members and district support personnel combine to make an
excellent team. Each month, | would like to thank a few members of our team in recognition of their
support of West Anchorage High School .

This month, | wish to thank our facilities and maintenance personnel for their excellent work and continued
support of West Anchorage High School. Any time we need assistance, we receive quality service and
support. It truly matters to us! Thank you to Mike McGough, Chris Lynch, Charlie Peters, Stuart Johnson
and their crews.

| would aso like to thank Dwight Killpatrick and Chanpheng Miller, our BPO and Auxiliary BPO, who
continue to make our daily operations successful. Keeping up with the demands of approximately 1900
students as well as staf needs is a monumental task. In addition, our night crew is our silent partner in the
evenings. Thank you to Robert Wright, Nestor Cruz, Donna Hernandez, Alex Bautista, Thomas




Simoneau, Garamis Morales, Cha Lor, Jif Anastacio, Merlo Llaneza, Elicer Bulaong, Enrique Castro, and
Jay Mar Alvarado.

Six-Year Northwest Accreditation Self-Study/Evaluation

West Anchorage High School will be conducting our six-year Northwest Accreditation/Self-Study
evaluation this school year. The self-study evaluation process will provide for data collection from our
faculty, students, and parent/community representatives as a measure to assess our comprehensive delivery
of quality educational programs. Currently, we are collecting data from our stdf during the month of
September. We will be seeking data input from student representatives in October and parent/community
input during November. Each group will have access to the Northwest Accreditation survey through a
specific web link provided in our upcoming newsletters. Collection of data information will be concluded
by the end of November 2009 for the actual assessment review. Please monitor our November newsletter for
updates and web links.

Attendance

West Anchorage High School continues to monitor student attendance through the new student information
system Zangle. In the past, parents/guardians received a probationary attendance letter prior to a withdrawal
notice for non-attendance. This year, | will be issuing an additional warning letter as a measure to keep
students from being withdrawn from a course for non-attendance. The sequence of letters is as follows:
Attendance Warning, Attendance Probation, and Withdrawal/No Credit |ssued.

In the past, a withdrawa notice would arrive in the mail shortly &ter a probation letter. This gave little
time to work collaboratively on student attendance and academic success. By utilizing the warning letter, |
hope to maximize the avenue for success of students with attendance concerns. | also encourage
parents/guardians to be more pro-active in working with us to maintain success.

If you are calling in to report an absence, please indicate the type of absence that pertains to your student.
(Most calls have been real good with the amount of information needed. THANK Y OU!)

lliness: Please keep us in the loop for each day an illness is in dfect as we wish to assist you and your
student in the overall process for academic success.

If you are calling in to report your student is absent, please call

142-2538.

o3 )

To Russia with West High

Students in the Russian Program at Wes High have beensuccesful in 2009. They did wdl at
the state Russian language competition, taking five out of the top six spots. Becawse of the
competition, three students travelled to Russia. Max Silverman and Olivia Route attended an
international camp outside Moscow, where they studied Russian and got to know students of
Russian from around the world. OliviaOsreport on her experience will follow this article.



Meanwhile, Carissa Landeswent to Vladimir, Russia, where she waspart of a team of fifteen
American students who livedin familiesand studied at the university there. Recently Carissa
received the announcement that she is a 2009 Russian Sclolar Laueate from the American
Council of Teachers of Russian.

Right after school got out in May, ten Russian students went to Anadyr, Russia, across from
Nome, to participate in the second year of an environmental project funded largely through
the National Park Sewice. Tom Troxel, Jack Conger, Donovan Lieh, Matt Walters, Sydney
Treuer, Kelly French, Kristine Cox, Katelyn Lanier-Moylan, Johna Rutz and Gordon lya flew
from Nome to Anadyr on Bering Air. They lived for two weeks in dorms at Chukotka
Coallege and worked with a team of Russian students to learn about water use and prepare a
presentation for the international Beringia Days Conference. That conferenceis taking place
in Anadyr during September of 2009. Kelly French and Sydney Treuer will join Russian
students to share the reaults of the project.

Sydney will thus make her second trip of the year to Russia, but she will return home and
submit her passport for yet another Russian visa. Sydney wasone of 500 students in the US
to be accepted by the NSLI program and receive an all-expenses-paid exchange program to
study critical languages (Chinese, Arahic, Turkish, Korean, Hindi, Farsi, and Russian). Sydney
will leave for Kirov, Russia, in January 2010. There, she will live with a host family and
attend high school for the spring semeger.

The NSLI program will open its application process acgain this November.

The Russian program is indebted to the Weg High Alumni Association and the WHS PTSA
for supporting efforts for student travel.
Olivia Route goes to camp..... In Russia

This summer | travelled to Moscow, Russia as a winner of the Alaskan Olympiada competition. |
spent a month at a Russian language camp established by the Moscow Ministry of Education with students
from @l over the world. | met kids from North and South Korea, Armenia, Sweden, India, France, China,
Germany, Brazil, Uzbekistan, Hungary, Ukraine, Finland, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Lithuania,
Turkmenistan, Egypt, Syria, Serbia, and of course, Russia. My Russian language skills improved and |
had the experience of a lifetime.

Camp life was pretty good. We had exercises in the morning, followed by breskfast and then a
three-hour Russian lesson. After lessons, we would eat lunch, have about three hours of sports/arts-
crefts/computer-tech time (we typically rotated through the three in groups) and another opportunity to eat B
snack! After that, we@ have three hours of QprojectsOwhere we worked on presentations for the end of
camp. Finally, we@ eat dinner and listen to some sort of presentation or recital .

On weekends or special days we got to wake up late (maybe 8:00 or so), have breskfast, and go
into Moscow! We visited Red Square, the Kremlin, the WWII Museum, and many more sites. Those days
were some of my favorites. One of my absolute favorite experiences was our trip to see Lenin.

We showed up rather early so we only waited in line for an hour and a half, maybe an hour and
forty-five minutes. Our tour guide said that we made good time. Stepping into the mausoleum was like
stepping back in time, a sort of dark scary Disneyland ride with Soviet-esgue militia men paired at every
corner. 1t& a ridiculous wait for maybe a minute in the presence of Lenin® dead body B but it was so
worth it. If you had told me two months ago 1@ enjoy something like this, | would have laughed in your
face. Learning a bunch of history and being in Russia. It was just so cool.

Asfor the communication with kids in Russia B a bunch of kids spoke English, but many of them
only had a couple of phrases (which were always adorable) that they were all very eager to try out. | met a
North Korean and had a quick conversation B and he happened to spesk no English. Our conversation
wasn@® very deep, but | can honestly say | have had communication with a kid from North Korea. There
was a group of Chinese kids in my advanced Russian class who arrived late and didn@ know Russian very
well so the teacher made me the primary translator so they @ always know what was going on.

It was atrip | will aways remember mostly because now | can say | have dear friends in France,
Armenia, South KoresE .



WEST PTSA Corner
GET A FREE WEST T-SHIRT
AND ENTER A DRAWING FOR AN iPod Toud!

Studerts, are you looking to fulfill volunteerrequirements for IB, NHS, Scauting, efc., or areyou
just looking for opportunitiesto help Weg High?

Teachers/Coaches are you looking for a worthwhile community activity for your groups, while
helping Weg earnfunds at the sametime?

Wesg PTSA hasopportunitiesfor Weg groups to go into the CarrOg\urora Village store at
Minnesta

and Northern Lights and collectreceipts from shoppersduring Ten Percent Backto Schooals,
from Sepember 18" to October 9™

Did you know Weg wasthe #3 earning school in the entire United Statesfor the Ten Pecert
Backto Schools program in 2008-9? We earned $12,000 for Wed this way!

We want Wed to be#1 in 2009-10! This canonly happenin two ways.
1) Bringin receipts from home & put them in the collection canister in the main offi ce!
2) Gointo CarrOsstoresand collect receipts from shoppers!

All the funds collected go right back to Wed High through the PTSA Grarts Program. Teachers
groups, and activitiescanapply for these funds throughout the year. SeePTSA page atthe Weg
website.

http://www.aslk12.org/schools'wed/pagegNewWed/I nformaion/PTSA/PTSA.html

Next PTSA meetng: Thursday, October 15", 5:30 in the Main Offi ce Conference Room

REMEMBER:
1) SAVE YOUR CARRs RECEIPTS and bring them to school Sepgember 18th through
October 9™,
2) Youwill earn anewWeg t-shirt and you will auomatically be enteredin adrawing
for an i Pod touch for each 2 hour shift collecting receipts from CarrOshoppers at
Aurora Village.

The part we needis at the bottom of the receipt. It lookslike this:

10% Back-To-Schools

Thanks for your continued support of
the 10% Back-To-Schools program

Bring in this reward receirt to wour
local school, or process yYour donation
at www.backtoschools escrip.com

ENTER THIS NUMBER 0000000250035869843
Must redeem by 10/13/2009



To collectrecepts at CarrOstalk to your teacter or coach.
CeliaRozen PTSA eScrip Coordinator is coordinating the schedule

A NOTE FROM STUDENT SERVICES

Patsy Shaha, Assistant Principal
Shaha Patsy@asdk12.org

The Student Services Staff and Security Team are dedicated to making West High School a safe and secure educational environment.

TARDY POLICY AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITES
Please talk with your student regarding the importance of punctuality. Students are expected to leave the school
The policy regarding tardies here at West is as follows: grounds by 2:30 each day if they are not under
the direct supervision of a staff member. Please
4" Tardy ! 30 minute lunch detention make sure to pick your student up by that time.

5" Tardy ! 45 minute after school work detail
6" Tardy ! 2 hour Tuesday School (2:10-4:00)
7" Tardy ! " day work detail In School Suspension

g" Tardy and up 'R eferral to Disciplinary Principal

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS

The School Resource Officer program is a nationally accepted program that places law enforcement officers within local
schools. The program was designed to develop partnerships between law enforcement and the school community.

The aim is to provide a positive law enforcement influence that concentrates on safety and security, encourages
relationships between officers, school administrators, teachers and students, and fosters education.

We are proud to have Officer Gary —
Winborg and Office Ben Yoon here at West! Mission Statement
The officers can be reached at 742-2608.

The Anchorage Police Department views
the School Resource Officer Program as an
opportunity to continue the strong partnership
with the Anchorage School District and
to provide a safe working and learning
environment for teachers, support staff,
administrators, and students. School Resource
Officers will attempt to reduce juvenile
crime through law enforcement, education,
and prevention programs. School Resource
Officers will work with students to build trust
and break down barriers.

Officer Winborg Officer Yoon

The Student Services Office is open Monday -Friday 7:00 am - 3:00 pm.
We can be reached at 742-2578.




