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Introduction 
 

The Profile of Performance is the Anchorage School District (ASD) report to the school board and community on the academic 
achievement of Anchorage students and schools.  The report is divided into two parts. Each is briefly described below.  
 

District Information: 
Part I provides an overview of the ASD and the success of the district in meeting the school board goals for the 
2007-08 school year.  It includes a summary of district performance on critical achievement and enrollment indicators 
related to board goals. The report contains an examination of the districtwide performance of students by designated 
student groups identified by federal and state regulations, as well as the results of a survey done to provide schools with 
information about perceptions and experiences related to school climate for use in setting up school goals and directing 
resources. 
 
Part I of the report also provides a summary of performance across the entire district on a variety of indicators 
used in the identification and analysis of achievement gaps among the race/ethnicity and other groups designated by the 
federal education law, No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and related Alaska state regulations.  In compliance with the federal 
and state requirements, district and school-level student achievement information is reported based on specified student 
characteristics such as race/ethnicity, low-income status, limited English proficiency and students with disability status. 
District-level disaggregated achievement results can be found in Part I of this report. The reporting format is consistent with 
the state status and growth reports on adequate yearly progress (AYP) at the district and school level.  The table on page 
279 provides the data on the districtwide performance of full academic year (FAY) students in grades 3-10. The tables on 
pages 280, 281 and 282 break down the data by the grade spans of 3-5, 6-8 and 9-10. The grade span AYP is a provision 
in the state regulations under the “safe harbor” provision. 
 
Additionally, the state of Alaska has been approved for a growth model calculation for AYP in those schools that did not 
make AYP under the status model. The growth model determines whether those students who are on track meet AYP for 
the categories in which the school missed in the status model. The table on page 284 provides the data on the districtwide 
performance of FAY students in grades 3-10 using the growth model calculations. 

 
Tables providing data related to the goals and discussion items contained in Profile are listed in the List of Tables (pages 
290-294). 

 
We use both status and growth models in our reporting in Profile. A status model looks at a subgroup’s or school’s level of 
proficiency for a specific year or average of years. This level of proficiency is then compared to an established target. When 
looking at gains under the status model, you compare the status of last year’s cohort with the status of this year’s cohort. An 
example is the comparison of last year’s grade 5 reading scores with the reading scores of this year’s grade 5 students.  

 
Growth models generally refer to models of accountability that measure progress by tracking achievement scores of the 
same students from one year to the next with the intent of determining whether or not students have made progress. 
Comparisons are made based on successive cohorts. An example is the comparison of this year’s grade 5 reading SBA 
scores for a group of students with the same students’ grade 4 reading SBA scores. 

 
The Standards Based Assessments (SBAs) scale scores fall into a category referred to as interval-level scales. The 
standards for proficient were established to have consistent interpretation from grade to grade. The logit measures that 
defined the proficient cut score for each content area and grade were defined to be a scale score of 300. As a result, a 
student who receives a scale score of 300 at each grade is making progress from grade to grade that is the same as the 
difference in the standards for proficient across those two grades. 
 
The relationship between the logit measures and the scale scores was established so that the standard deviation of scale 
scores would be 75 on average across all the grades in the baseline year. In subsequent years, the standard deviation of 
the logit measures varied from grade to grade. Therefore the standard deviation of student scale scores was higher than 75 
at some grades and less than that amount at others. 
 
As a result, the interpretation of scale scores is the same for all grades and subjects in the following context: a scale score 
of 225, for example, means that the student scored approximately one standard deviation below the standard for proficient. 
If that same student had a scale score of 250 in that subject at the next grade (meaning the student is now approximately 
just .67 standard deviations below the standard for proficient), the student is now closer to the standard of proficient at this 
grade than he/she was the year previously to the standard for proficient at the lower grade. Restated, a higher scale score 
at one grade than another means that the student is achieving better relative to the standard for proficient at the higher 
grade (DRC Spring 2007 Alaska Standards Based Assessments Operational Technical Report). 
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School Information: 
Part II of the report provides summary profiles for each of the ASD’s schools.  The profiles for each school contain 
information on the attainment of school goals, staff and student demographics and student academic achievement at the 
school. The summary profiles are consistent with the district-produced report cards for each school. 

 
Online Resources and References 

 
As a supplement to tables and data provided in this printed edition of Profile, additional district and school information is available on 
state and district Web sites.   
 
The Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (EED) provides online information such as the following: (1) individual 
school worksheets related to adequate yearly progress, (2) individual school report cards compiled by the state with information 
provided by the schools and districts and (3) district- and school-based reports on student achievement on the state assessments. 
EED Web site: www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/results.html. 
 
The district provides an array of related information and the complete Profile on the ASD Assessment and Evaluation Web site at 
www.asdk12.org/depts/assess_eval/.  

 
Specific questions regarding the content of the document should be referred to the ASD Assessment and Evaluation Department 
(907) 742-4420; 5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Anchorage, Alaska-99504. 

Individual School Report Cards, School Reports and Designations 

Individual school report cards provide information specific to each school. ASD reports this information to the state each year. ASD 
also produces and distributes a school report card to parents specific to their child’s school. These reports are available on the ASD 
Assessment and Evaluation Web site at www.asdk12.org/depts/assess_eval/.  The individual School Report Cards are also available 
at www.eed.state.ak.us/DOE_Rolodex/schools/ReportCard/RCSearch.cfm.  
 
The state accountability and reporting regulations that guide NCLB implementation in Alaska are outlined in the Alaska Consolidated 
State Application Accountability Workbook, available at www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/accountability.html.   
 
The ASD Assessment and Evaluation Department works directly with the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development to 
verify and align student achievement and demographic data used in the district’s and state’s computations for NCLB and Alaska 
school accountability laws and regulations.  
 
The following state produced reports regarding school performance relative to adequate yearly progress for the 2007-08 school year 
are available at www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/accountability.html. 

• District AYP Worksheets 
• List of Schools Meeting AYP by District 
• List of Schools Not meeting AYP by District 
• School Site AYP Worksheets 
• Summary of Schools Considered for AYP by District 

 
The state produced reports on student achievement on specific tests at the state, district and/or school level include the Alternate 
Assessment, Standards Based Assessment, Developmental Profile, High School Graduation Qualifying Examination and the 
TerraNova 3rd Edition. They can be accessed at www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/results.html. 
 
In addition to the state reports, the ASD provides a summary of school performance relative to AYP in Profile (pages 10-11).  This 
summary is also available on ASD’s Web site, www.asdk12.org/NCLB/AYP/06_07/AYPResults_Aug2007.pdf. 

 
School Level Performance and Reports 
 

The overall district indicators remain generally positive with norm-referenced TerraNova 3rd Edition test performance of ASD students 
and SAT/ACT scores for college-bound seniors at or above the national average. HSGQE and SBA results are above the state 
averages as well. There is an increase in the percent proficient on the SBAs in reading for grades 4 and 9 and decreases for all other 
grades. The percent proficient in writing increased at grades 4, 8 and 9 and decreased for all other grades.  Math proficiency rates 
decreased at all grade levels except for grade 9 (tables 59-64). 
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When viewing those same scores by comparing successive cohorts, we had three increases and four decreases in the percent 
proficient in reading. In writing there were four successive cohort increases and three successive cohort decreases in the percent 
proficient. Mathematics had one cohort group show an increase and six groups show a decrease. 
 
There are substantial differences in the test scores of individual ASD schools.  Each school is unique. Some schools have no 
attendance boundaries, providing education with a special instructional focus or philosophy for students drawn from throughout the 
Anchorage community.  Some schools have special programs that house groups of students with special needs.  Some schools offer 
both school-within-a-school optional programs and the regular curriculum.  Most schools are neighborhood schools reflecting the 
community in which they are located.   
 
Individual school profiles describe many of the factors that affect academic performance.  Crowded schools, the impoverished 
environment experienced by some of our students and high levels of student mobility are factors that can make the task of education 
more challenging.  Adequate facilities, stable attendance and well-prepared students make the task easier. 
 
Elementary and middle school profiles include school goals from individual school report cards, membership, capacity, attendance, 
retention, transiency, economic status, volunteer hours, students on the alternate assessment, teacher qualifications, school business 
partnerships, race/ethnicity and full academic year enrollment. The middle school profiles have the additional reporting field of dropout 
rates. The high school profiles have the additional fields of the dropout rate, graduation rate, students taking the alternative HSGQE, 
accreditation and information on SAT and ACT scores. SBA and HSGQE scores have been disaggregated by race/ethnicity, 
economic status, English proficiency and students with disabilities in compliance with NCLB. 
 
As Profile is primarily a statistical report, it does not give a sense of the spirit and vitality found in the individual schools.  Only a visit to 
the school and dialogue with students and staff can provide a real sense of the character of an ASD school. 
 
The focus on student achievement in the school profiles is very intentional.  The focus reflects the school board goals for improved 
achievement on the part of all students, as well as current federal and state legislation.   
 
There is an interest in both the status of current performance of schools and students and the growth in performance of schools and 
students.  Only by accelerating growth of students who lag behind will they be able to “catch up” and demonstrate proficiency on the 
SBA and the HSGQE. 
 
The schools are charged with identifying site-specific goals. Schools must set goals and their progress toward those goals must be 
reviewed with members of the community each year to fulfill district and state requirements. The individual school goals and school 
accomplishments are listed in the school overviews in Part II of this document. 
 

Measurements Used and Reported 
 

Outcome measures reviewed in this document and used by the ASD and the state of Alaska in 2007-08 include (1) the TerraNova 3rd 
Edition, (2) the Alaska Standards Based Assessments (SBA) and (3) the Alaska High School Graduation Qualifying Exam (HSGQE). 
Table 3 outlines the local, state and national assessments administered to all students in 2007-08. Also referenced and discussed are 
(4) the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) for students in kindergarten through grade 6, (5) Developmental Profile for 
kindergarten and new-to-district grade 1 students and (6) English Language Proficiency Assessment-IPT administered to all K-12 
students identified as limited English proficient. 
 
Norm-referenced tests are a tool for assessing group and individual performance over time. They allow a comparison of student 
performance and group and individual growth against a national norm. The TerraNova is a multiple choice, nationally-normed 
standardized test that covers skills in reading, language and mathematics.  The TerraNova was administered to 6,873 students in 
grades 5 and 7 in February 2008.  
 
The Alaska SBA, developed under the guidance of Data Recognition Corporation (DRC), was administered for the first time in grades 
3-9 in April 2005. The content areas assessed were reading, writing and mathematics.  Beginning in April 2006, grades 3-9 took the 
SBA and grade 10 students took a combined SBA/HSGQE.  The students in grade 10 received a score for the HSGQE graduation 
requirement and a SBA score for assessing the student’s performance based upon the grade 10 Grade Level Expectations (GLEs). 
Beginning in April 2008, grades 4, 8 and 10 were assessed in the content area of science. 
 
The Standards Based Assessments are untimed, statewide tests designed to provide information about what students know and are 
able to do in reading, writing and mathematics at grade level and science at grades 4, 8 and 10. They estimate the degree to which 
the students have mastered the Academic Performance Standards outlined in the Grade Level Expectations. There are three types of 
questions used in the Standards Based Assessments: multiple choice, short-constructed response and extended-constructed 
response.  Students demonstrate one of four different levels of performance on each subject test:  advanced, proficient, below 
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In a year-to-year comparison, the percentage of students scoring proficient in writing on the Alaska Standards Based Assessment will 
increase by 2.5 percent in each AYP-designated student group in each grade level 3-10. 

Grade 4 
Year-to-Year Comparison of Percent Proficient in Writing on the Alaska SBA 

Anchorage School District 
 

 Writing 

  06-07 07-08 Target* Result 

  
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Increase 
Required 

Percentage 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Target 
Met? 

All Students 3,522 81.80% 3,442 81.93% 2.05% 0.13% 0.16% No 
African-American/Black 286 69.58% 207 75.85% 1.74% 6.27% 9.01% Yes 
Alaska Native/American 
Indian 496 69.35% 318 64.78% 1.73% -4.57% -6.59% No 
Asian 366** 80.33%** 280 77.14% 2.01%** -3.19%** -3.97%** No** 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander N/A N/A 137 62.77% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White 1,829 89.17% 1,664 89.48% 2.23% 0.31% 0.35% No 
Hispanic 204 73.53% 370 77.84% 1.84% 4.31% 5.86% Yes 
Multi-Ethnic (2 or More 
Races) 341 77.13% 466 81.12% 1.93% 3.99% 5.17% Yes 
Economically Disadvantaged 1,523 71.18% 1,454 71.11% 1.78% -0.07% -0.10% No 
Students with Disabilities 554 49.28% 527 51.42% 1.23% 2.14% 4.34% Yes 
LEP 511 68.88% 342 50.00% 1.72% -18.88% -27.41% No 
Migrant 127 72.44% 136 73.53% 1.81% 1.09% 1.50% No 
Female 1,725 88.17% 1,709 87.54% 2.20% -0.63% -0.71% No 
Male 1,797 75.68% 1,733 76.40% 1.89% 0.72% 0.95% No 

 
* The target is 2.5% of 2006-07 percent proficient. 
** Prior to 2007-08 the Asian category includes Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander.  In 2007-08 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

is a separate ethnic category. 
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In a year-to-year comparison, the percentage of students scoring proficient in writing on the Alaska Standards Based Assessment will 
increase by 2.5 percent in each AYP-designated student group in each grade level 3-10. 

Grade 5 
Year-to-Year Comparison of Percent Proficient in Writing on the Alaska SBA 

Anchorage School District 
 

 Writing 

  06-07 07-08 Target* Result 

  
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Increase 
Required 

Percentage 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Target 
Met? 

All Students 3,476 79.78% 3,465 79.02% 1.99% -0.76% -0.95% No 

African-American/Black 253 67.59% 216 66.67% 1.69% -0.92% -1.36% No 
Alaska Native/American 
Indian 479 68.68% 306 61.11% 1.72% -7.57% -11.02% No 

Asian 364** 74.18%** 299 79.93% 1.85%** 5.75%** 7.75%** Yes** 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander N/A N/A 116 53.45% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White 1,828 86.54% 1,716 87.82% 2.16% 1.28% 1.48% No 

Hispanic 244 72.54% 340 72.35% 1.81% -0.19% -0.26% No 
Multi-Ethnic (2 or More 
Races) 308 79.22% 472 74.79% 1.98% -4.43% -5.59% No 

Economically Disadvantaged 1,430 68.81% 1,367 65.11% 1.72% -3.70% -5.38% No 

Students with Disabilities 522 44.83% 514 46.89% 1.12% 2.06% 4.60% Yes 

LEP 490 60.20% 232 37.50% 1.50% -22.70% -37.71% No 

Migrant 145 68.97% 144 68.06% 1.72% -0.91% -1.32% No 

Female 1,701 86.42% 1,693 85.23% 2.16% -1.19% -1.38% No 

Male 1,775 73.41% 1,772 73.08% 1.84% -0.33% -0.45% No 

 
* The target is 2.5% of 2006-07 percent proficient. 
** Prior to 2007-08 the Asian category includes Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander.  In 2007-08 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

is a separate ethnic category. 
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In a year-to-year comparison, the percentage of students scoring proficient in writing on the Alaska Standards Based Assessment will 
increase by 2.5 percent in each AYP-designated student group in each grade level 3-10. 

Grade 6 
Year-to-Year Comparison of Percent Proficient in Writing on the Alaska SBA 

Anchorage School District 
 

 Writing 

  06-07 07-08 Target* Result 

  
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Increase 
Required 

Percentage 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Target 
Met? 

All Students 3,567 78.64% 3,495 77.71% 1.97% -0.93% -1.18% No 

African-American/Black 279 64.16% 204 60.29% 1.60% -3.87% -6.03% No 
Alaska Native/American 
Indian 461 65.94% 322 62.42% 1.65% -3.52% -5.34% No 

Asian 410** 70.49%** 310 70.97% 1.76%** 0.48%** 0.68%** No** 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander N/A N/A 98 57.14% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White 1,936 87.04% 1,711 87.14% 2.18% 0.10% 0.11% No 

Hispanic 217 70.05% 384 73.44% 1.75% 3.39% 4.84% Yes 
Multi-Ethnic (2 or More 
Races) 264 74.24% 466 73.61% 1.86% -0.63% -0.85% No 

Economically Disadvantaged 1,435 64.81% 1,338 63.15% 1.62% -1.66% -2.56% No 

Students with Disabilities 471 41.61% 472 35.38% 1.04% -6.23% -14.97% No 

LEP 524 56.87% 244 31.56% 1.42% -25.31% -44.51% No 

Migrant 104 69.23% 163 65.03% 1.73% -4.20% -6.07% No 

Female 1,716 82.81% 1,719 84.82% 2.07% 2.01% 2.43% No 

Male 1,851 74.77% 1,776 70.83% 1.87% -3.94% -5.27% No 

 
* The target is 2.5% of 2006-07 percent proficient. 
** Prior to 2007-08 the Asian category includes Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander.  In 2007-08 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

is a separate ethnic category. 
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In a year-to-year comparison, the percentage of students scoring proficient in writing on the Alaska Standards Based Assessment will 
increase by 2.5 percent in each AYP-designated student group in each grade level 3-10. 

Grade 7 
Year-to-Year Comparison of Percent Proficient in Writing on the Alaska SBA 

Anchorage School District 
 

 Writing 

  06-07 07-08 Target* Result 

  
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Increase 
Required 

Percentage 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Target 
Met? 

All Students 3,659 73.65% 3,559 73.67% 1.84% 0.02% 0.03% No 

African-American/Black 290 61.72% 224 54.91% 1.54% -6.81% -11.03% No 
Alaska Native/American 
Indian 490 53.27% 281 54.45% 1.33% 1.18% 2.22% No 

Asian 433** 70.67%** 335 70.45% 1.77%** -0.22%** -0.31%** No** 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander N/A N/A 129 49.61% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White 1,980 82.83% 1,830 81.97% 2.07% -0.86% -1.04% No 

Hispanic 233 66.95% 331 67.07% 1.67% 0.12% 0.18% No 
Multi-Ethnic (2 or More 
Races) 233 65.67% 429 75.52% 1.64% 9.85% 15.00% Yes 

Economically Disadvantaged 1,424 58.22% 1,268 57.97% 1.46% -0.25% -0.43% No 

Students with Disabilities 443 27.09% 419 28.64% 0.68% 1.55% 5.72% Yes 

LEP 472 51.06% 325 35.38% 1.28% -15.68% -30.71% No 

Migrant 148 63.51% 133 56.39% 1.59% -7.12% -11.21% No 

Female 1,785 80.62% 1,723 81.78% 2.02% 1.16% 1.44% No 

Male 1,874 67.02% 1,836 66.07% 1.68% -0.95% -1.42% No 

 
* The target is 2.5% of 2006-07 percent proficient. 
** Prior to 2007-08 the Asian category includes Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander.  In 2007-08 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

is a separate ethnic category. 
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In a year-to-year comparison, the percentage of students scoring proficient in writing on the Alaska Standards Based Assessment will 
increase by 2.5 percent in each AYP-designated student group in each grade level 3-10. 

Grade 8 
Year-to-Year Comparison of Percent Proficient in Writing on the Alaska SBA 

Anchorage School District 
 

 Writing 

  06-07 07-08 Target* Result 

  
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Increase 
Required 

Percentage 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Target 
Met? 

All Students 3,693 77.12% 3,644 75.41% 1.93% -1.71% -2.22% No 

African-American/Black 298 69.13% 232 68.97% 1.73% -0.16% -0.23% No 
Alaska Native/American 
Indian 487 55.85% 338 54.73% 1.40% -1.12% -2.01% No 

Asian 451** 75.61%** 351 72.08% 1.89%** -3.53%** -4.67%** No** 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander N/A N/A 110 50.00% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White 2,025 85.38% 1,884 83.28% 2.13% -2.10% -2.46% No 

Hispanic 240 70.42% 335 76.42% 1.76% 6.00% 8.52% Yes 
Multi-Ethnic (2 or More 
Races) 192 68.23% 394 68.53% 1.71% 0.30% 0.44% No 

Economically Disadvantaged 1,407 61.98% 1,277 59.28% 1.55% -2.70% -4.36% No 

Students with Disabilities 427 32.55% 430 26.98% 0.81% -5.57% -17.11% No 

LEP 504 56.55% 343 42.57% 1.41% -13.98% -24.72% No 

Migrant 140 45.71% 164 62.80% 1.14% 17.09% 37.39% Yes 

Female 1,768 83.94% 1,774 82.30% 2.10% -1.64% -1.95% No 

Male 1,925 70.86% 1,870 68.88% 1.77% -1.98% -2.79% No 

 
* The target is 2.5% of 2006-07 percent proficient. 
** Prior to 2007-08 the Asian category includes Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander.  In 2007-08 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

is a separate ethnic category. 
 

 




