Anchorage School District

Career Technology Curriculum
Course Title:   Public Safety & Security: Criminalistics
Course No: H8219
Program Title:  Public Safety & Security
CIP #: 43.0107
Grade Level:     9 -12


Credits:   .5
Prerequisite:      None
UAA Tech-Prep/Articulation:  None
Certification:     None
Academic Credit:  Elective 
Course Description:  
This exciting class will explore nearly every method of evidence collection and the various types of criminalists’ specialties through guest speakers and hands on evidence collection.  The final will consist of a crime scene in which students will have to use evidence collection skills and prepare a brief written report.  
This course is designed to provide students who have an interest in any facet of forensic science with an overall view of the various types of criminalists as well as the methods of evidence collection and the tools used by criminalists.  
	Major Instruction Units
	Student Competencies/Outcomes



	1. Forensic Science   


	Enabling Competencies:

Discuss the broad definition of Forensic Science and Criminalistics.

Discuss the federal, state and local agencies involved in the forensic science field. 
Discuss and demonstrate crime scene investigation.

Discuss evidence collection and procedures. 

Discuss the responsibilities of forensic science to provide factual information regarding evidence collected in criminal cases.   

Discuss the academics required for careers in Forensic Science such as pathology, toxicology, anthropology, entomology, engineering, odontology, art, psychology and law.

Demonstrate proper written and ability skills through the completion of specific types of reports and evidence collection techniques related to the career field explored.     
Integration Skills:
1.1 Students will be exposed to and tested on presentations by guest speakers from the Forensic Science and Criminalist field.  
1.2 Students will be able to identify the difference between federal, state and local agencies.
1.3 Students will understand the various components that make up the forensic science community, including pathology, toxicology, anthropology, entomology, engineering, odontology, art, psychology and law.
1.4 Students will practice and demonstrate their ability to conduct crime scene investigation properly.

1.5 Students will practice and be able to show proficiency in evidence collection and storage. 

1.6 Students will identify the various requirements and certifications for different forensic science careers.  

1.7 Students will be able to produce a simple and appropriate forensic science report. 



	2.  Physical Evidence

	Enabling Competencies:
Discuss the various types of physical evidence such as fire & arson, serology, bloodstain patterns, DNA, chemical, firearms, toolmarks, fingerprints, imprints & impressions, documentation and how to collect them.  
Discuss the development of physical evidence collection and how the methods have advanced with time and improvements.

Identify the procedures for physical evidence collection and storage for each type of evidence.

Demonstrate proper evidence handling skills for each type of evidence.

Integration Skills:
2.1 Students will identify the types of and participate in the collection of physical evidence.
2.2 Students will understand the development of methods of physical evidence collection.  

2.3 Students will understand the need for proper evidence handling and what the various methods are.


	3. Skills Training


	Enabling Competencies:

Discuss the need for academic and in some cases physical training. 
Discuss the need for skills training.

Discuss crime scene investigation.

Discuss arson investigation.

Discuss special technical training related to the various forensic sciences.
Integration Skills:

10.1 Students will be able to articulate the need for academic and physical training and its importance to the forensic science field.
10.2 Students will participate in and be able to articulate the usefulness of skills training.

10.3 Students will participate in a mock crime scene investigation. 
10.4 Students will learn the basics of arson investigation.  

10.5 Students will learn the various types of technical training involved in the forensic sciences. 
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