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ABSTRACT

The Middle School Division Six-Year Plan concentrates on the academic and developmental needs of middle school students and those in Polaris K-12. Our three main goals are a) to increase achievement of all students and reduce the achievement gap, b) to provide a supportive and effective learning environment, and c) to provide public accountability. 

The Middle School Division collaborates with the Curriculum and Assessment Departments to provide a standards-based, developmentally appropriate curriculum for grades 6-8. Highly qualified staff, trained in meeting the unique needs of young adolescents, delivers the curriculum using best practices. We also work closely with Educational Technology to offer computer-assisted programs to help teachers differentiate instruction. Struggling students who need academic interventions are identified and supported. In addition, the Middle School Division focuses on increasing the number of students who participate successfully in higher level coursework.

Programs that reduce incidents of harassment and bullying and emphasize social/emotional learning enhance a safe and supportive environment at each school. Teams provide smaller learning communities in which all middle school staff advocate for, advise and mentor students.

To better inform parents and empower students, student-led conferences are held districtwide. Data from integrated assessments (benchmarking, formative, and summative) is used to measure student progress on the standards-based curriculum and guide instruction. Authentic assessment products are shared through student portfolios.
