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ABSTRACT

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which we learn to recognize and manage behavior and emotions, develop consideration for others, make good decisions, behave ethically and responsibly, develop positive relationships, and avoid negative behaviors.  

It is the process through which students enhance their ability to integrate thinking, feeling, and behaving in order to achieve important life tasks.

This effort is in direct response to what businesses and community leaders are looking for in graduating students in regards to their job readiness and citizenship skills.

Within the school setting, SEL can best be accomplished through a layered approach of skills lessons, infusion into the curricula and classroom practices, and an environment of safety, respect, and caring which models SEL values.

During the next six years the Social and Emotional Learning department, in conjunction with Safe and Drug Free Schools will:

· Inventory, align and correlate existing school program and efforts according to the social and emotional learning standards that are met.
· Collaborate with all ASD curriculum areas in aligning SEL standards and benchmarks with appropriate curricula content areas.
· Develop curriculum guides in all subject areas that incorporate SEL standards, pacing and model lessons.
· Work with added school communities each year to begin implementation of SEL standards and benchmarks.
· Network with national and state efforts in this area to improve upon our practices.

· Include SEL standards and benchmarks in student report cards, providing the necessary professional development so that teachers feel confident in assessing SEL in their students.

· Support existing SEL friendly programs, and work to build more as necessary (i.e., SLC’s, advisories, student facilitation, etc.)

· Develop evaluation techniques to gather data on the effectiveness of SEL programming and practices.

