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ABSTRACT

he World Languages Program prepares students linguistically and culturally to live and work harmoniously in multilingual communities at home and around the world. The six-year plan ensures that more students will have an opportunity to learn a second language and culture. 

Learning a language takes time, and the earlier students begin language study, the better. The six-year plan includes more elementary and middle school language options for all students. As more students begin language study earlier, there will be a consistent increase in the number of students in advanced level high school courses. Students will continue their study uninterruptedly in either K-12 or 7-12 extended sequences. Building a broader base of language learners in the earlier years throughout the district via elementary and middle school programs widens the range of students, including more students from underrepresented groups. 

The world languages framework and state and local standards are the infrastructure for the six-year plan and support “proficiency-based” instruction and assessment. Teachers will be trained to measure student performance and degree of proficiency for oral and written skills with defined program benchmarks. Instructional support will model the “best practices” for the communicative classroom. 

Ultimately, the six-year plan for world languages strengthens the partnerships between district and community. More opportunities for students to engage in meaningful interactions with native speakers from the local and global communities are a positive extension of the classroom experience.  

