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Please limit each response to no more than 3 words.

1.

21" Century Challenges:

The economy and demographics of Alaska are changing in the 21" Ceotury. Even as
state and federal standards require districts to bring af] students to greater proficiency,
employers demand graduates with continually increasing and changiog content
competencies. .

A How do you think our schools/district should change to ensure that all
students receive an edusation that will equip them: 1o succeed?
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B. What, il any, is the role of the legislature in implementing or facilitating these
changes?

C. What ideas do you have to help school districts prepare Alaska’s students to
meel the current and growing demend for a trained and technicalty skilled

veorkforee?
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2. Increasing Technology Needs for Student Learning and Parent Access to
Ioformation:

Not always visible, but critical to the success of the whole education program,
technology must receive the increased attention requized to keep up with ever-
expanding demands.

A What role do you see technolepy playing in education of taday’s students for
jobs of the future?
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B. What is your plan for providing adeguate funding to meet the growing and
/ ever-changing need for tachnology in our schoals to keep our students
competitive in the global market?

3. Early Childhood Eduncation:

Ataska is one of only fen states that de not offer early childhood eduecation for 3-and
4-year-alds. What are your thoughts about providing early childhood education
opportunities in Alaska?
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4. Highly Qualified Staffing Needs:

Whal ideas do you have to help Alaska schoo] districes attract and retain highly
qualified and ethmcally diverse teachers, principals and other professional staff?

e

5. Capital Needs:

The State of Alaska currently estimates that school districts need ahout §1 bitlion this
year to meet curreal requirements for new schools and major maintepance to existing
facilities. Anchorage alone has $800 millien in identified needs (at today’s costs}
over the next ten years, but ouistanding boaded indebiedness has become a concern ta
local vaters. As a legislator, how would you propose that we address this nead?
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6. Ideas for Improving Alaska's Public Schosls:

Please discuss any ideas you have about improving Alaska's public schools ot the
way we fund them.
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