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Writing Rubrics: Kindergarten 
 

 
WRITES ABOUT A TOPIC 

KWRTTOPIC Student draws pictures and uses letters to represent words. 
Grade K 

Level 4 
(Advanced) 

In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

 Level 3.5 In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications with partial success. 

Level 3 
(Proficient) 

Student will: 
a. write using sound spellings and/or familiar words, and is able 

to read own writing 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Level 2.5 The student exhibits no major errors or omissions regarding 
Level 2, and partial knowledge of Level 3. 

Level 2 
(Making progress) 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler 
details and processes as the student: 

• draws a picture and uses random letters or symbols to tell 
about that picture 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions with 
Level 3. 

 Level 1.5 The student demonstrates partial knowledge of Level 2 but 
major errors or omissions regarding Level 3. 

Level 1 
(Making little progress) 

With help, the student demonstrates partial understanding of 
some of Level 2 and some of Level 3. 

 Level 0.5 With help, the student demonstrates partial understanding 
some of Level 2 but not Level 3. 

Level 0 
(No progress) 

Even with help, the student demonstrates no understanding or 
skill. 
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WRITES ABOUT A TOPIC 

KWRTTOPVRB Student verbally describes and /or dictates sentences about a topic. 
Grade K 

Level 4 
(Advanced) 

In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences 
and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

 Level 3.5 In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications with partial success. 

Level 3 
(Proficient) 

Student will 
a. dictate stories having a main idea or conveying a sense of story. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 
 Level 2.5 The student exhibits no major errors or omissions regarding 

Level 2, and partial knowledge of Level 3. 

Level 2 
(Making progress) 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler 
details and processes as the student: 

• dictates sentences related to a single topic. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions with Level 
3. 

 Level 1.5 The student demonstrates partial knowledge of Level 2 but major 
errors or omissions regarding Level 3. 

Level 1 
(Making little progress) 

With help, the student demonstrates partial understanding of some 
of Level 2 and some of Level 3. 

 Level 0.5 With help, the student demonstrates partial understanding some 
of Level 2 but not Level 3. 

Level 0 
(No progress) 

Even with help, the student demonstrates no understanding or skill. 
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USING STRUCTURES and CONVENTIONS 

KSTRCONV Student uses standard conventions in writing. 
Grade K 

Level 4 
(Advanced) 

In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

 Level 3.5 In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications with partial success. 

Level 3 
(Proficient) 

Student will: 
a. use correct spatial orientation of words on the page. 
b. begin to use end punctuation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 
 Level 2.5 The student exhibits no major errors or omissions 

regarding Level 2, and partial knowledge of Level 3. 
Level 2 
(Making progress) 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the 
simpler details and processes as the student: 

• uses random spatial orientation 
• does not use end punctuation, even when prompted 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions 
with Level 3. 

 Level 1.5 The student demonstrates partial knowledge of Level 2 
but major errors or omissions regarding Level 3. 

Level 1 
(Making little progress) 

With help, the student demonstrates partial understanding 
of some of Level 2 and some of Level 3. 

 Level 0.5 With help, the student demonstrates partial 
understanding some of Level 2 but not Level 3. 

Level 0 
(No progress) 

Even with help, the student demonstrates no understanding 
or skill. 
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HANDWRITING 

KHNDWRTNG Student uses correct letter formation. 
Grade K 

Level 4 
(Advanced) 

In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

 Level 3.5 In addition to Level 3, the student demonstrates in-
depth inferences and applications with partial success. 

Level 3 
(Proficient) 

Student will: 
a. write first name with initial capital and lowercase letters 
b. write decipherable letters and numbers 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 
 Level 2.5 The student exhibits no major errors or omissions 

regarding Level 2, and partial knowledge of Level 3. 
Level 2 
(Making progress) 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the 
simpler details and processes as the student: 

• writes name. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions 
with Level 3. 

Level 1.5 Partial knowledge of the simpler details and processes but major 
errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

Level 1 
(Making little progress) 

With help, the student demonstrates partial understanding 
of some of Level 2 and some of Level 3. 

 Level 0.5 With help, the student demonstrates partial 
understanding some of Level 2 but not Level 3. 

Level 0 
(No progress) 

Even with help, the student demonstrates no understanding 
or skill. 

 
 


