
TLC PAC 
Instructions are general, configurations may differ, for additional support contact Library Resources 742-6091 
 
 
Introduction: TLC PAC search results can be frustrating when the exact title is not known or when the title begins with, 
The - An - A.  
 
Search Using Shortcuts 
 

Searching Shortcut Results 

author:"[search term]" or au:"[search term]" author field search 
note:"[search term]" or no:"[search term]"   note field search 
subject:"[search term]" or su:"[search term]"   subject field search 
tag:"[search term]"   search of tagged words 
title:"[search term]" or ti:"[search term]"   title field search, including Tags 
isbn: or actual number ISBN search 
upc: or actual number UPC search 
* multiple character wildcard 
~ terms similar in spelling 
AND or && or + retrieve titles containing all of the terms 
OR or || retrieve titles containing any of the terms 
NOT or ! or - retrieve titles containing only one term but not the other term 
Lexile filter selection in the PAC under Primary Audience see pg. 5 

 
 
 To search using a multiple character wildcard place an asterisk (*) where you would like to find a string of characters. 
 For example, if you type fire or Fire* 
Note:  You cannot use an asterisk as the first character of a search. 
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To search for a term similar in spelling, type your term and then place a tilde (~) at the end of your term.  For example, if 
you type nappy~, you might retrieve results for cappy, happy, zappa, as shown below. 
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To search using a Boolean Operator (AND, &&, +, OR, ||, NOT, !, -), you must type the shortcut as shown in the table 
above.  Failure to capitalize the Boolean Operator will be looked upon as a title.  For example, if you wanted to find two 
search terms, moon and sun, you would type moon AND sun, as shown below.  In addition, you could also type moon && 
sun or moon + sun to retrieve the same results. 
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 Note: More than one Boolean Operators can be used at one time.  For example, sun AND moon NOT stars.  This also 
holds true for searching multiple tags.  For instance, if you wanted to search for items that were tagged sun and moon, you 
would type tag:"sun" AND tag:"moon", as shown in the example below. 
  

 
 
 
How to search by Lexile: 
The lexile information is entered in 521 field of the MARC record. 
If the record has a lexile in the 521 field then it will be a filter selection in the PAC under Primary Audience. 
Not all records contain lexile levels - newer records are more likely to contain it than older records 
 
You can also search by lexile; Lexile 7** will display items that have any lexile between 700 and 799, if that info is in the 
MARC 521 field.   **Screen shot on next page. 
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** Lexile search  

 
 
Note: Please remember that Lexile measures are vocabulary related and do not reflect appropriate material or content for 
students. 
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