Mathematical Problem Solving in the Computer Lab

Laura Barron’s fantastic Fourth Graders at Abbot Loop School integrated
Problem Solving and computer skills by creating a class book of Addition and
Subtraction stories. After a math lesson on using strategies to solve word problems,
students decided to create their own problem. Each child thought about a real-world
problem that might happen in the life of a fourth grader or their family and then wrote a
rough draft, including the solution. Students checked each other’s problems and
solutions and then went to the computer lab where they chose a font and practiced their
keyboarding skills. Once these were completed students illustrated their work and the
class book were created.

It seems that time is in short supply in our classrooms and if we can present
activities that encompass more than one curriculum area, we are getting more bang for
our buck. Laura’s Number Story lesson is a wonderful cross-curricular connection.

Here is a sample of some of the problems students wrote:

“Natalie had 45 marbles. She gave Crystal 15 of them. Crystal already had 143
marbles. How much do they have together?” by Natalie

“James has 1010 comic books. Trevor has 395 comic books. Laura has 276 comic
books. How many comic books do they have in all?” by Trevor

“Jackson had 83 dimes. He gave his friend 23 dimes. Jackson’s friend gave him 6
quarters. How much money does Jackson have?” by Kyle



