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Kudos to Stellerôs Gardening Gurus!

If you walk past the entrance of Steller Secondary 
School , you can still see iris, forget -me -nots, roses, and 

other perennial plants in great shape.  These are  actually 

two stellar  rain gardens!  These scientifically engineered 

environmental system s are not only pleasing to look at, 
but they also  save taxpayer dollars.  

 

Last May, Steller art teacher Jean Poulsen and seminar 

teacher Danielle Sjoden teamed up to sponsor a 

Commun ity Gardening Intensive.  Working w ith a 
program sponsored by the M unicipality of Anchorage, 

twenty - five Steller  students built two rain garden s.  

 

A rain garden is a depression in the landscape designed to catch and filter the water that runs off 
imperviou s surfaces.   R ain gardens filter  storm water runoff and imp rove  water quality before it flows  into 

streams, rivers and lakes.   Particles from snow melt and rain can clog the drainage system, costing 

taxpayers a great deal of money to periodically clean o ut.     

 
Students tirelessly dug holes and layered  sand, gravel and native soil. Parents donated most of the native, 

and Danielle purchased two rose bushes and gravel.  Students decided where to place the plants.  Kari 

Sherman of the municipalityôs rain garden program help ed the students determine the size and location of 

their rain gardens . 
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Steller students also worked with Ryan Gallman from the 

Alaska Community  Action on Toxins (ACAT)  to build  a 

peace garden next to the schoolôs gazebo.  ACAT helped 

Steller build a community peace garden free from 

pesticides and chemical fertilizers, which create severe 
ocean pollution.   Vegetables planted included snap peas , 

carrots, potatoes, beans, lettuce, chard, zucchini, and 

other squash.  Over the summer, students Sean Kelly and 

Alexandra Gerlt carefully tended the garden  with Ryan , 
making frequent trips to school to water and weed.   Last 

month, Jean and students caref ully harvested, cut, 

washed, and wrapped lettuce and chard, eventually 

delivering over three industrial - sized drums to the Food 
Bank of Alaska.  Food Bank employees were thrilled, and 

shared with Steller their delight at receiving fresh produce 

for their c lients for t he very first time in memory.  

 
At right:  Senior Arvin Ting creatively illustrates the "Peace" 
Garden sign as he and C.J. Montano harvest carrots.  
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Guest Reader 
Lauren Maxwell.  

More From 

Steller SBP  

Annual Banned 
Books Reading  
 

This September,  Steller 

Secondary School  and Title 

Wave Books  celebrated 

Banned Books Week by 

hosting the ir Third Annual 

READ-OUT LOUD! Steller 
students, staff, and celebrity 

guests, including Lauren 

Maxwell of Channel 11 News 

and ASD Superintendent  Carol Comeau, read aloud selections 

from their favorite previously banned or challenged b ooks like 

Catcher in th e Rye , Harry Potter, Fahrenheit 451,  and The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn , among others.  

 

Observed  since 1982, Banned Books Week is an annual event 

sponsored by th e American Library Association .  It celebrates 

the freedom to read and reminds Americans n ot to take this 

precious democratic freedom for granted.   

Town Square Sculptures  

Steller SBP, Anchorage Downtown Partnerships , wrote 

and received a grant to bring up a well -known artist to work 
with students during an intensive.  Students created 

outst and ing sculpture pieces that were exhibited at the 

opening of Anchorageôs remodeled Town Square.   

 

  

Drew Erickson, Grade 8  Cassie Sneddon, Grade 9  

Marylanz Young , Grade 11  
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Thanks to SAVE students, the Food Bank of Alaska has over 
3700 pounds of food on its shelves!  

Romig students organize 
food donations.  

United Way:  Food Drive Festivities   
 

Once again, School Business 

Partnership Coordinators 

helped coordinate their 

schoolsô United Way ñDay of 

Caringò food drives.  ASD 

students and staff  collected 
nearly 12,000 pounds of food 

for  the Food Bank of Alask a.  

The food drive has become a 

tradition at SAVE High 

School , and is coordinated by 

counselor and SBP coordinator 
Caren Flaten.  For the second 

year in a  row, SAVE students 

donated more food than any 

other school, with 3,763 

pounds coming from their 

program.  SAVE i s an alternative high school that allows students who are behind to 

recover credits.   

Over at Romig Middle School , the food drive was 

sponsored by the School Business Partnership class as a 

team competition.  The Aurora Team won by collecting 

360 pounds of food, and they were rewarded with an ice 

cream party.  In all, Romig students collected 1,016 

pounds of food.  

The staff at Chugiak High  got especially creative with 

this yearôs Day of Caring campaign.  Donated food was 

brought to the schoolôs Homecoming pep assembly, and 

students and faculty built structures with the cans!   
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Junior Achievement  = Financial Literacy!  

CIRI  and Wells Fargo  teamed up last spri ng with Junior Achievement of 
Alaska  to present the first ever ñJA in A DAYò events at Muldoon Elementary , the 

CIRI School Business Partner, and North Star Elementary , the Wells Fargo School 

Business Partner.   

On April 14th, CIRI  volunteers ñtook overò Muldoon Elementary School  and the 

whole school day was devoted to financial literacy, business, and citizenship lessons 

provided by Junior Achievement of Alaska . CIRI volunteers, including CIRI Vice 
President of Administration and Government Relations, Barba ra Donatelli,  had been 

trained by Junior Achievement  staff on how to present the fun, interactive 

economics lessons at each grade level. Most CIRI volunteers  worked in pairs and 

some even wore costumes appropriate  to their lessons such as chef  hats for t he 

assembly line versus unit construction donut making lesson in 2 nd  grade.  Doyon 

Corp . provided breakfast for the volunteers, and Credit Union 1  provided the 
lunch. CIRI  generously provided the Junior Achievement teaching kits and training, 

a donation of  $10,000, which all agreed was well invested in the financial literacy of 

tomorrowôs leaders.   

Likewise on April 28 th , thirty enthusiastic  Wells Fargo volunteers  headed up by  

Judith Crotty, Wells Fargo   Community Development Manager , and  Logan Birch, 

Wel ls Fargo Assistant Vice  President and JA Board member, marched into  North 

Star Elementary school to be teachers  for the day.  Using Junior Achievement 
teaching kits, they taught financial literacy skills and the benefits of saving to 

kindergarten through 6 th  graders. Employees wore Wells Fargo shirts and even 

brought along Jack the Dog  who mugged for the TV news cameras. Wells Fargo also 

sponsored $10,000 for materials and training.   

If your company would like to get actively  involved  in a possibly lif e changing 

experience for your SBP students, please contact Peggy Ammann at Junior 
Achievement of Alaska to find out how to arrange a JA in a Day Financial Literacy 

Event  for your School Business Partner.  
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Torrie A llen of the Anchorage 

Opera talks with a Chugiak High 
Russian class.  

Exciting New Partnership for Chugiak!  

Chugiak  Hi gh  welcomes their newest school 
business partner, the Anchorage Opera !  Many 

opportunities will be 

possible for Chugiak  

students thanks to this  

new partnership.  

In February 2010, the Anchorage Opera will present 
a famous Russian opera called Eugene Onegi n,  a 

classic tale of love an d loss by Aleksandr Pushkin set 

to music by Ilyich Tchaikovsky ( composer of The 

Nutcracker ) . The Anchorage Opera plans to  provide 

an opera outreach presentation at Chugiak High 

School .  The Anchorage Operaôs goals for this 
commu nity project are to introduce opera to young 

adults, to be positively involved in edu cation, and to 

promote Russian  programs and culture in Alaska. 

This will be the arts project for Chugiak  students taking Russian this year , and it 

comes along at a good ti me since 2009 was named the Year of Russian Language 

by the president of China and in 2007 the same designation was announced by 

Vladimir Putin, the former president of Russia.  

Thanks to Alaska 

Railroad!  

Mary Mead -Olberding was the winner 

of the raffle fo r the Alaska Railroad  

tickets for those principals, 

coordinators, businesses or board 

members who completed the annual 

SBP partnership survey . 

"Our trip to Seward was the perfect way 

to end the summer -  a beautiful weekend, 

enjoying Alaska compliments of t he 

Alaska Railroad.  Thank you for this 
opportunity, Alaska Railroad!"    

 

~ Mary Meade -Olberding, Anchorage 

School District Director for Charter 

Schools  
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Credit Union 1 Opens West High Branch  

Credit Union 1  and West High School  celebrated the grand opening  of their 
cyber branch on Wednesday, September 30 th with an audience that included 

Superintendent Carol Comeau, several School Board  members , members of the  

Anchorage  Assembly, the SBP Board of Directors, C redit Union 1  staff ,  and the 

students and faculty of West High School.  

Unlike most financial institutions, there are no teller s and counters at this branch.  

I nstead , you'll find computer t erminals for on line banking and an ATM.  The plan is 
for students to  be trained as financial mentors with the skills to bring financial 

literacy to their peers.  Students wil l learn how to open accounts online, make 

online payments, apply for on line loans, monitor their credit scores , and develop a 

myriad of other financial skills.   

The  bran ch also features cable televisi ons that will  broadcast West sporting events, 

theatre performances, academic decathlons and other student activities.  There is 
also a seminar space in the back that can be used for student conferencing, activity 

meetings and, of course, financial mentorin g!  We look forward to watching thi s 

special partnership develop.  
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Home Depot  Beautification Project  

North Star Elementary's  business partnership with Home Depot  resulted in a 
new entryway retaining wall that was built  in a single September weekend.  A  brave 

crew of Home Depot volunteers, staff, parents and students didn't let a little rain 

get in the way of accomplishing this first phase  of North Star's three -phase 

beautification project.  Thank you Home Depot for donati ng your time, talent a nd 

funds for this project! Fut ure  projects  between North Star and Home Depot include 

building a greenhouse and installing reading benches  around the trees in front of 
the school.   

 

Pictured are: Home Depot personnel James Stoneking, Jerry  Faulkner, DeWayne 

Ingram, Lori  and J'son  Soule;  students Ryland Jones, Devon Jones  and Jared 

Anderson; and parent  Jonathan Jones.   

SBP Board of 
Directors 

participated in a day -  

long retreat in 

August. Special 

thanks to Ben Parks 

of Alaska 
Performance 

Excellence  for 

facilitating the 

Strategic Planning 

process.   


