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This is an information exchange that is available to all teachers in 
the Anchorage School District. Please read and then DO it!
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For your Calendar:
NSTA Conferences 2008-2009
2009 National NSTA Conference 
New Orleans, LA Ð March 19-22, 2009
Science Fair 2008 - 2009
Alaska  Science and Engineering Fair                     
March 27-29, 2008 @ Begich Middle School - Anchorage
Looking for volunteers for the SF Board.

Science Olympiad 2008-09
April 4, 2009 @ Begich Middle School - Anchorage

2009 - Alaska Math & Science Conference 
INQUIRY - The Bridge to Understanding
October 14-17, 2009   Juneau, AK
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Earth Day is Coming
! Earth Day is coming on 4/22. Check out some op-
portunities now for hands-on activities at the site below...
http://www.earthsbirthday.org  
----------------------------------------------------------------------

On the WEB: ClassiÞcation Links
Calls of the Wild West
The Western Soundscape Archive, a web-based sound 
clearinghouse headquartered at the University of Utah, 
has collected more than 800 recordings in an effort to 
catalog the sounds of wildlife in the western states. Each 
animalÕs vocalization is accompanied by a photograph 
and information on its conservation status, population 
distribution, ecology, and life history.
http://www.westernsoundscape.org/  

Discovery of Sound in the Sea
This website introduces science concepts related to un-
derwater sounds. Visitors can listen to three categories of 
soundsÑthose created by marine animals, human activi-
ties, and natural phenomena; check out equipment that 
uses sound to investigate the ocean; watch video inter-
views with marine scientists; and learn how scientists use 
underwater acoustics to track ocean currents and quantify 
Þsh distributions. A section for teachers offers resources 
and classroom activities, including PowerPoint presenta-
tions, instructions for making a hydrophone, and class-
room investigations into sonar and dolphin communica-
tion.
http://www.dosits.org/  

Natural Resources Conservation ServiceÕs Soils Edu-
cation Site
Materials focusing on soil include information on careers 
in soil science, basic background on soil formation and 
classiÞcation, a downloadable poster, and a three-minute 
video explaining water movement in soil.
http://soils.usda.gov/education/   
----------------------------------------------------------------------
ED580: Understanding and Taking Action on Global 
Climate Change
! Teachers may now register online for ED580, a 
Project WILD/PLT course about global climate change. 
The course can be taken for graduate continuing educa-
tion credit. Teachers are required to attend Wildlife
Wednesdays lectures on climate change and a Saturday 
workshop on April 11. The next Wildlife Wednesday lec-
ture is Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. in the Wilda Marston 
Theater of the Loussac Library. Kathy Kuletz, a seabird 
biologist will present "Seabirds in a Sea of Change" in 
which she discusses how climate change is affecting the 
Kittlitz's murrelet and other seabirds in Alaska. For in-
formation about ED580, contact Elizabeth Manning at 
ADF&G at 267-2168 or elizabeth.manning@alaska.gov. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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Field Seminars and Teacher Trainings-Registration 
Now Open  1st Course Begins: Tuesday, 26 May 2009
! The Alaska Geographic Institute, the Murie Science 
and Learning Center (MSLC), and their partners invite 
lifelong learners, educators, and other interest parties to 
explore Alaska's wild places through 30 hands-on Þeld 
courses. A complete list of 2009 course offerings is
available at: http://www.alaskageographic.org.
! The 3-8 day award-winning courses explore 
Alaska's legendary national parks, forests, and refuges. 
The courses are offered in partnership with the National 
Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
U.S. Forest Service. Courses in Denali National Park and 
Preserve are offered through the MSLC.
! Field seminars are open to all participants, while 
teacher trainings are designed speciÞcally for teachers. 
Professional development credit is available for all 
courses through the University of Alaska.
For more information, please go to:
http://www.alaskageographic.org
Or contact:
Alaska Geographic
Email: institute@alaskageographic.org  
Phone: 907-733-2896
Email: courses@murieslc.org Phone: 907-683-1269
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Available soon:  Free Resources -Alaska Geosciences
 ! Public television station WGBH in Boston will 
offer free media resources on Alaska geosciences, begin-
ning at the end of February.
! The Alaska geosciences collection will be a part 
of the TeachersÕ Domain free media collection for K-12 
educators: (http://www.teachersdomain.org 
<http://www.teachersdomain.org/> ). 
! Registration to access TeachersÕ Domain is free, 
and it also provides correlations with state standards. You 
can see a sample collection on the polar sciences at: 
http://www.teachersdomain.org/special/ipy07-ex/ 
<http://www.teachersdomain.org/special/ipy07-ex/>   
----------------------------------------------------------------------

NASA Unveils Do-It-Yourself Podcast
! NASA Education is excited to introduce the Do-It-
Yourself Podcast activity in the For Educators section of 
NASA.gov. Students can preview and download audio 
and video clips of astronauts performing work in space 
and on the ground. They can then use these clips to build 
their own podcast or similar audio/video project. 
" ! Learning modules on the DIY Podcast page will be 
categorized by topic to assist students with creating pro-
jects about a subject of interest. Each subject module in-
cludes video and audio clips, images, helpful information 
and links to related resources. A variety of audio and 
video clips will be provided to enhance ßexibility and 
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creativity. Students can create video or audio projects us-
ing free or inexpensive software on Windows or Macin-
tosh computers. 
! Educators and their students are encouraged to dis-
tribute their NASA projects through podcasts, social net-
works, Web sites, CDs, DVDs or other channels that they 
may choose. 
! The Do-It-Yourself Podcast Blog will keep users 
posted on the latest updates. Tips and suggestions for in-
corporating the DIY Podcast into the classroom and up-
dates on when new topic modules are available will be 
posted regularly. Use the Comments feature of the blog to 
share ideas and experiences with other teachers and stu-
dents. 
" ! To learn more and to start making podcasts, visit 
http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/diypodcast/in
dex.html . 
" ! For answers to questions about this activity, please 
contact Deana Nunley atDeana.Nunley@nasa.gov.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
fr om Project 2061 Newsletter Jan/Feb 2009

How National Standards Can Improve K-8 Science
 A Project 2061 article in The Elementary School Journal 
considers what national standards and efforts aimed at 
high-quality curriculum materials have to offer states, 
districts, and schools seeking to improve teaching and 
learning in KÐ8 science. Learn more 
<http://www.project2061.org/090206/publications/2061C
onnections/2009/2009-01a.htm> .

2009 Lineup Features Science for All Americans at 20
On the 20th anniversary of its publication, Project 2061's 
Science for All Americans will be honored with a featured 
panel at the National Science Teachers Association 
(NSTA) National Conference. Other conference presenta-
tions this spring will bring you Project 2061's latest re-
search and tools for KÐ12 science educators. Read the full 
story 
<http://www.project2061.org/090206/publications/2061C
onnections/2009/2009-01b.htm> .
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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