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Keep in Step -
What's Happening with IDEA Reauthorization?

The IDEA stands for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Every year,
under this federal law, millions of children with disabilities receive special educational
services designed to meet their unique needs. About
every five years, parts of this federal law must be reau-
thorized. This means that these sections of the law will
expire (in other words, not be in force) unless Congress
passes them again (hence the word reauthorization).

In May of 2004, the bill to reauthorize the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), passed the
Senate by a vote of 95 to 3. Currenty the bill is with a
conference committee to discuss the differences between
the House and Senate versions of the bill.

To compare the two bills, you can visit the National
Association of State Directors of Special Education
website at: http://www.nasdse.org/
government_relations/ideareauthorization.htm.

Settlement of Lawsuit Affects
Statewide Assessment

The Parties in the Noon v. State class action lawsuit filed on behalf of students
with disabilities who take the High School Graduation Qualifying Examination have
reached a comprehensive settlement. Under the settlement, (1) disabled students will
be offered alternative ways to demonstrate they have achieved proficiency in math,
reading, and writing, as measured against the same standards that apply to other
students; (2) the exit exam will be a high stakes
requirement for graduation for students with disabili-
ties in the spring of 2005, but in certain cases it will
be phased-in; and (3) the range of accommodations
available to students with disabilities will be broad-
ened. The settlement agreement is posted on the

M O RE web at www.eed.state.ak.us/ under “Headlines.”
| NF O RMATI O N Watch for training opportunities available to
special education staff and informational evenings
AH EA D for parents and students to learn about the regula-
tions and participation guidelines that are the result
of this settlement.







