
Houghton Mifflin Second Grade Writing 
 
Theme 1 
Story 
• Ideas 
• Organization 
 
1. Character Sketch 
          Adding details 
2. Response journal entry 
          Writing dates 
3. Journal entry 
          Voice 
 
Poetry 
      Write a poem 
         Creating rhythm 

Theme 2 
Description 
• Word choice 
• Conventions and presentation 
 
1. Answer to a question 
           Adding words to make complete sentences 
2. Paragraph 
            Main ideas and details 
3. Learning log entry 
            Telling more 
 

Fables 
     Write a fable 
             Make a complete sentence 

Theme 3  
Friendly letter 
• Organization  
• Sentence Fluency 
 
1. Writing a scene 
          Using exact nouns 
2. Taking notes 
          Choosing what’s important 
3. Problem-solution paragraph 
          Exact nouns 
4. Writing to persuade 
          Audience 

Theme 4 
Research Report 
• Ideas 
• Organization 
 
1. Writing an invitation 
          Writing times 
2. Writing a poem 
           Using I and me 
3. News article 
           Adding details 
 
Biography 
      Write a biography 
            Dates and time-order words 

Theme 5 
Personal Narrative 
• Voice 
• Conventions and presentation 
 
1. Opinion paragraph 
           Voice 
2. Responding to a writing prompt 
           Keeping to the point 
3. Information paragraph 
           Combining sentences 
4. Dialogue 

               Quotations 
 
Chapter books 
       Write a chapter 
             Writing quotations clearly 

Theme 6 
Instructions 
• Ideas 
• Word choice 

 
1. Paragraph that explains 
          Is it a sentence? 
2. Summary 
          Paraphrasing 
3. Comparison/contrast paragraph 
          Giving examples 


