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Welcome to South Anchorage High School
Our staff is committed to providing an excellent educational pro-

gram for all our students. As a faculty, we will create and maintain 

a safe and supportive learning environment characterized by high 

achievement expectations for all students and instructional activi-

ties that are standards-based, relevant, interesting, challenging, and 

varied.

We encourage you to take advantage of the many academic and 

extra-curricular opportunities that you will find here. It is our hope 

that you will have a rich and enjoyable experience this year. Your 

extending yourself positively in all aspects of school will ensure your 

success and happiness at South Anchorage High School.

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Period 1
7:30-8:25

Period 1
7:30-8:50

Period 2
7:30-8:50

Period 1
7:30-8:50

Period 1
7:30-8:25

Period 2
8:35-9:25

Period 2
9:00-10:20

Period 3
9:00-10:20

Period 3
9:00-10:20

Period 2
8:35-9:25

Period 3
9:35-10:25

Lunch
10:20-11:10

Lunch
10:20-11:10

Lunch
10:20-11:10

Period 3
9:35-10:25

Lunch
10:25-11:10

Period 4
11:10-12:30

Period 5
11:10-12:30

Period 4
11:10-12:30

Lunch
10:25-11:10

Period 4
11:10-12:00

Period 5
12:40-2:00

Period 6
12:40-2:00

Period 6
12:40-2:00

Period 4
11:10-12:00

 
Period 5

12:10-1:00

Period 5
12:10-1:00

 
Period 6

1:10-2:00

Please Note: four longer periods meet on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Each of the five school days, however, begins at 7:30 a.m. and ends
at 2:00 p.m., at which time a wide variety of supervised activities are

available to SAHS students. Period 6
1:10-2:00
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	 Academics
As a faculty, we believe that students should take full advan-

tage of the rich and varied curricular offerings that will be 
available at South Anchorage High School (SAHS). Teachers, 
counselors, and administrators desire to work as partners with 
you and your parents to help plan a course of study that will truly 
reflect your educational needs and desires. Certainly, ASD gradu-
ation requirements and HSGQE preparation will be major com-
ponents in the plans for all students; however, student interests 
and post-high school plans should also be considered. Students 
are encouraged to become acquainted with our Career Resource 
Center and use it on a regular basis.
CAREER RESOURCE CENTER The Career Resource Center 
is located next to the Curriculum Office and is staffed by a full 
time Career Resource Advisor. Students and parents will be able 
to get information and assistance relative to career choices, col-
lege admissions, college scholarships, and financial aid for post 
secondary educational and training opportunities. Students may 
also get information on ACT and SAT preparation activities that 
may be offered. The Career Resource Center (CRC) will serve as 
sign-up location for these exams as well. In addition, the CRC 
will sponsor and schedule visits of representatives from universi-
ties, colleges, and vocational/technical schools throughout the 
year. Students are encouraged to take advantage of these visits, 
as well as to use the computer terminals in the CRC to get addi-
tional information on the wide array of opportunities that are 
available to students during high school and upon graduation. 
The Career Resource Center hours will be posted once school 
begins.

COUNSELORS SAHS Counselors are available to assist stu-
dents in their course selections and career and educational 
planning. They play a major role each year with students as they 
select classes for the following year. This year, students will be 
assigned to counselors by their last names. Those assignments 
will be communicated to students by the fall registration. We 
encourage each student and their parent/s to get to know their 
counselor early so they can form a strong relationship that will 
serve the student well for their stay at SAHS. To minimize out of 
class time, we encourage students to see their counselors before 
and after school, or during lunch. Students also may complete 
a “Request to See Counselor” form at these same times. Once 
counselors receive these requests, they will send for students in a 
timely manner.

DAILY SCHEDULE The SAHS schedule is a modified block 
schedule. A standard six-period schedule will be in place on 
Mondays and Fridays; classes will be limited to four time blocks 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. The eighty (80) min-
ute time blocks scheduled for the middle of the week will be set 
so that morning classes always meet in the morning and after-
noon classes always meet in the afternoon. In addition, students 
will meet two of the three days in each of their classes during 
the mid-week block schedule. The benefits of this schedule are 
numerous; not the least of which is that teachers will be allowed 
to do more creative, group-related activities and projects during 

the longer periods and will be able to give more individualized 
time to their students.

GRADING All classes are graded on a semester basis. The 
grades assigned at the end of the first and second semesters 
will be the final grades for those classes and the grades that will 
be posted to student transcripts. First and third quarter report 
cards serve as progress reports, although those grades do count 
toward interscholastic activity eligibility. At the mid-point of 
each quarter, progress reports are provided to students who are 
failing or in jeopardy of failing. Most teachers prepare progress 
reports for all their students at that time. Parents are encour-
aged to check with teachers (by phone or e-mail) to review their 
students’ progress. Any concerns over grades should be ini-
tially dealt with by the teacher, student and the student’s parent/
guardian. If a concern cannot be resolved at that level, it should 
be addressed by the Curriculum Assistant Principal.

SCHEDULE CHANGES During the first ten (10) days of a 
semester, schedule changes can be made for reasons determined 
by the SAHS Administration and Counseling Department. Those 
reasons include a student not meeting a course’s prerequisites, a 
class being cancelled because too few students signed up for it, 
a new elective class being opened, a student needing to repeat 
a class, or, through an early assessment, it being determined 
that a student would be more appropriately placed in another 
class (this mostly applies to math classes). All schedule changes 
that occur during this period of time must be approved by the 
Curriculum Assistant Principal, or by his/her designee.

	 Activities
ACTIVITY STICKERS Students may purchase an Activity 
Sticker during fall registration or through the School Activities 
Office. These stickers provide significant savings to students on 
admittance to home athletic contests.

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES The only students who are 
authorized to be in the school after 2:15 p.m. each day are those 
who participate in activities which are sponsored and monitored 
by school staff. These activities include interscholastic sports, 
intramurals, school clubs, student government activities, after 
school tutoring, and monitored disciplinary sanctions.

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS To establish a club, at least 
seven (7) students must express interest. In addition, a fac-
ulty member must be willing to serve as a sponsor for the club 
or organization and a constitution which states the name and 
purpose of the club must be created. The constitution must be 
approved by the Activities Assistant Principal.

DANCES South Anchorage High School dances will be held 
from 8 to 11 P.M. Junior/senior proms may be scheduled to mid-
night. The dances are for SAHS students -- guests passes may be 
arranged prior to a dance through the Activities Office. Criteria 
for guest passes will be developed by the SAHS Administration, 
with input from the Student Government and our Parent, 
Teacher, Student Organizations (PTSO) and communicated to 
the student body during the school year.
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INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES The following interscho-
lastic activities are available at all the ASD comprehensive high 
schools:
Baseball-Boys, Basketball-Boys and Girls, Bowling-Co-ed, 
Cheerleaders-Co-ed, X-Country Running-Co-ed, X-Country 
Skiing-Co-ed, Football, Gymnastics-Girls, Hockey-Boys and 
Girls, Rifle-Co-ed, Soccer-Boys and Girls, Softball-Girls, 
Swimming/Diving-Co-ed, Track & Field-Co-ed, Volleyball-Girls, 
Wrestling. To participate in interscholastic activities, a student 
must meet ASAA and ASD eligibility requirements (outlined in 
Section II of this handbook), have a current physical and have 
a signed parent participation form on file with the school’s 
Activity Office. In addition, a student must have ten (10) prac-
tices prior to engaging in any competition.

TEAM SELECTION Coaches determine the athletes who will 
be on varsity and junior varsity teams. In some cases, cuts to 
interscholastic teams need to be made. ASAA requirements and 
coaches will determine how many athletes will be on each team. 
It is expected that coaches will develop and use clear criteria for 
judging the abilities, skills, and attitudes that will lead to an ath-
lete being selected for a team. 

YEARBOOK Students will have the opportunity to pre purchase 
yearbooks during registration. The yearbooks usually arrive back 
at the school in early May for distribution. It is recommended 
that students retain their receipt to ensure proof of purchase 
when the yearbooks are distributed. Only a limited number of 
yearbooks will be produced so students are encouraged to pre-
purchase them early.

  Health Services
 

A registered nurse and a nurse’s assistant will staff the 
school’s Health Office. The office will be open from 7 a.m. until 
2:30 p.m. every school day. Except in the case of an emergency, a 
student must have a pass to enter the Health Office. The follow-
ing services are available through the Health Office: emergency 
treatment of injuries sustained at or near the school, vaccination 
verification, dispensing prescription medication to students, 
administration of TB tests, vision and hearing screening for 
tenth-grade students and new-to-district students, and the moni-
toring of students with chronic illnesses. Prescription medica-
tions need to be brought to the Health Office in the original 
RX container. The nurse will dispense the medication after 
the proper forms have been signed by a physician and/or 
parent. Students and parents should check with the Health 
Office relative to the requirements that need to be followed 
prior to the dispensing of the medication. Approved non-
prescription medications that could be dispensed by the 
school nurse “are limited to over-the-counter medications 
and cold and cough preparations which do not contain 
alcohol.” If you have any questions related to the dispensing 
of medication at school, please do not hesitate to contact our 
school nurse.

	 Library Services
The South Anchorage High School library will be open to 

scheduled classes and individual students on passes throughout 
the school day. The tentative schedule for the library is 7 A.M. 
to 3 P.M. Please check on the door outside of the library for 
hours of operation or for any extended open times. Both print 
and non-print materials, as well as ASD Internet and on-line 
access will be available to all students as part of the school-wide 
computer network. Students will need to use their SAHS Student 
Identification Cards to check out books or other materials. The 
library will follow the District and SAHS policies regarding com-
puter use and decorum expectations.

	 Student Decorum
By working together as a team and supporting the guidelines 

of the Student Handbook, the staff and administrators will do 
their best to maintain a safe and secure educational environment 
for all those who enter SAHS. Clear, positive, and consistent 
decorum expectations are set and communicated. The expecta-
tion of students respecting themselves, their fellow students, 
and the staff, as well as giving their best effort in school will be 
consistently promoted. When students behave inappropriately, 
discipline will be progressive and consistent with the District’s 
policies and procedures that govern student discipline. 

AFTER SCHOOL RESTRICTIONS Students are to vacate the 
building promptly after the school day ends, unless they are in an 
adult-supervised activity. When those activities end, the students 
must leave the building as soon as possible. Students who are wait-
ing for transportation are to wait at the front door or at the gym-
entrance doors. Students who do not comply with these restric-
tions will be subject to disciplinary action. 

ATTENDANCE Regular school attendance is required of all 
students. It is vital to a student’s success at school. Please refer to 
“General Attendance Information” in Section II of this handbook 
for more detailed information on attendance policies and proce-
dures. 

Excusing an Absence: The parent/guardian is to contact the 
Attendance office in person, by telephone at 566-5600, or by 
note to excuse a student’s absence. 

Blue Pass: For a student to check out early from the school day, 
the guardian of the student is to contact the Attendance Office in 
person, by telephone @ 742-6285, or by note. The student will 
then be issued a Blue Pass that permits them to leave the build-
ing. (See ASD section Leaving the Building During the School 
Day.) A student who leaves the building during the school day 
without a blue pass will be regarded as truant.

Extended Absence: Any student who is planning an extended 
absence (5 or more days) from school for vacation or any other 
reason should obtain a Pre-Arranged Absence form from the 
attendance office before leaving. 
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CHEATING/PLAGIARISM Cheating is an attempt to obtain 
credit on an assignment or test dishonestly, through fraud or 
deception, for oneself or for another. Plagiarism is the attempt 
to present the work of another person as one’s own, either by 
failure to give credit to a source of information, or by submitting 
another person’s work as one’s own. Any student who knowingly 
assists another student in unfairly obtaining credit will also be 
guilty of cheating or plagiarism. Students found to be cheating/
plagiarizing will be subject to school discipline and/or a zero on 
the work.. 

COMPUTER USE SAHS is highly networked with many com-
puters available for student use. It is expected that students will 
use computers during class time for academic work only. E-mail 
will not be used during class time unless for a specific academic 
purpose with prior permission of the teacher. Students may not 
use the internet or access e-mail without having a signed Student 
Agreement on file. Students are reminded that all files saved 
on the district computers may be reviewed by network admin-
istrators at any time. A limited number of computers may be 
made available at lunch for student use with specific restrictions 
designated by the immediate supervisor. No food or drink is 
permitted around computers. District guidelines are reviewed in 
Section II of this handbook.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES The administration of South 
Anchorage High School suggests that students do not 
bring electronic devices to school, as the school cannot be 
responsible for the loss or theft of these items. Use of cell 
phones and personal electronic devices (iPods, Gameboys, etc.) 
is permitted before and after school, during passing, and dur-
ing lunch time. If a student has an imperative need for a phone, 
there are phones in the building that are available for student 
use. Please do not use electronic during the prohibited times, 
as the item will be subject to confiscation to the office. If there 
are repeat offenses, the item will be held in the office until a par-
ent can pick up the items, and possible disciplinary action may 
ensue. 

HALL PASSES To assist in maintaining a positive, healthy 
environment, we ask that all students sign out from each 
classroom teacher, and obtain a Hall Pass from a staff 
member before entering the hallways. It is the responsibility 
of the student to obtain a pass from the teacher prior to leaving 
the room. A student who is found In The Hall Without A Pass 
may be subject to disciplinary action, including but not limited 
to detention, Thursday School, etc. 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS Each SAHS student will be issued 
an identification card free of charge at the beginning of the 
school year. Your identification card will be required for admit-
tance to school dances, at school activities, and to check out 
library books. Lost identification cards may be replaced for a 
cost that will be determined by the Activities Department.

LOCKERS The use of a school-assigned locker at SAHS is a 
privilege. Each student will be directly assigned a locker at the 
start of the school year. For security purposes, we request that 
students secure their locker combination, and do not share it 

with others without approval of the office. The school is not 
responsible for lost or stolen items from lockers. 

The following guidelines apply to all students and violations may 
result in detention or work detail or the loss of the locker privi-
lege:

1.	Use only the locker assigned to you
2.	Do not write or apply anything permanent to the surface of 

your locker
3.	You are responsible to remove any writings/markings on your 

locker
4.	Do not share your locker combination with anyone
5.	Do not leave valuables in your locker
6.	Be aware that lockers are subject to random searches at any 

time
7.	 Students who do not empty/clean out their locker on the des-

ignated day will be issued a cleaning fee

LOST AND FOUND Items that are found should be taken to 
the Student Service Office immediately. The use or distribution 
of items that are found will be considered theft and sanctioned 
accordingly. If an item is not claimed within thirty (30) days of 
its being turned in, it may be disposed of or given to a charitable 
organization.

PARKING The following must be provided before a permit can 
be issued:
	 Copy of Vehicle Registration
	 Copy of Insurance
	 Alaska Drivers License 
	 ALL FINES PAID
	 $110.00 for Year

The use of a vehicle at South Anchorage High School is a privi-
lege - not a right. This right may be revoked at the discretion of 
the school. Tickets are to be paid in a timely manner. (Not to 
exceed 2 weeks). Any subsequent unpaid tickets may result in 
your vehicle being booted and/or towed at the owner’s expense. 

It is required that students drive safely and follow the guide-
lines listed on the Vehicle Registration Form and ASD Student 
Handbook:

•	 Student parking in the South lot only – student vehicles 
parked in the visitor lot or staff lot will be ticketed.

•	 Permits must be on the rear view mirror at all times.
•	 $25.00 ticket will be issued to any vehicle not displaying a 

permit and/or parked illegally.
•	 $10.00 for a replacement permit.
•	 If at any time you are switching to another family vehicle, it is 

your responsibility to move the permit.
•	 It is your responsibility to inform Student Services of any 

changes to the vehicle documentation we have on file.

In accordance with ASD Policy, random car searches can be con-
ducted at the discretion of the administration.

 

Continued on page III-14
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SOUTH ANCHORAGE HIGH SCHOOL
Continued from page I-4

SCHOOL GROUNDS AND SURROUNDING NEIGHBOR
HOODS At SAHS, we find it important to behave as a produc-
tive member of our school building and surrounding communi-
ty. We ask that the students assist in maintaining the grounds by 
discarding of waste materials appropriately, and respecting the 
surrounding natural community and neighborhood. Students 
should use the pedestrian trails when traveling across the cam-
pus. In addition, the only available pedestrian access routes are 
found at Stargazer Circle, Eastwind Drive, Leyden Drive and 
the main access points on the East. It is equally important to 
respect the privacy and environment of the adjacent communi-
ties. Students should not congregate around the access points or 
areas that would affect local neighborhoods and their residents. 
Students will be expected to be proactive with keeping South 
Anchorage High School and its grounds free of garbage and 
debris.

STUDENT DRESS Students must dress in a manner that does 
not detract from the educational environment. Prohibited items 
will include items that:

•	 �Can be hazardous to the wearer or other students
•	 �Imply or indicate affiliation with gangs or prohibited organi-

zations
•	 Reference or glamorize illegal activities, drugs, alcohol, tobac-

co, etc.
•	 �Displays profanity, obscenity, sexual innuendo, or harassing 

or demeaning messages
•	 Can be considered immodest or revealing
•	 Display underwear (sagging trousers)

Policies in this area may be revisited, changed, or modified 
as circumstances dictate or the need arises.

STUDENT MESSAGES Only emergency messages from par-
ents/guardians will be taken to students during class time. Every 
effort will be made to page students to the Student Services 
Office during passing times, or at lunch to relay non-emergency 
messages or to have necessary items from home dropped off at 
the school (e.g. books, school projects, lunches etc.).

TARDIES SAHS is pleased to offer the students a 10-minute 
passing period between each class. Ten minutes is sufficient time 
for students to attend to their needs and arrive to their next class 
before the initial bell. Students are expected to be to class on time. 
A warning bell will be provided two minutes prior to the final bell 
for each period. 

It is important to an individual’s education and for the educa-
tion of the entire classroom that each student arrives on time. A 
student who displays repeated tardies (excused or unexcused) will 
receive a teacher’s referral to the discipline office. The following 
discipline will ensue: 
4th Tardy – One 25-minute detention
5th Tardy – Two 25-minute detentions
6th Tardy – One 2-hour Thursday School

7th Tardy –  Suspension until parent conference
8th Tardy – * Out-of-school suspension

TRUANCY Is defined as an absence from class or school without 
prior knowledge or consent of the parent or school personnel. 
A student should receive a zero (0) for any class work missed or 
due on the day of the truancy. In addition, when a truancy is con-
firmed, parents of truant students will be contact by the school. 
Sanctions for truancy are progressive. 
1st Truancy - Warning; parent notification
2nd Truancy - One 2-hour Thursday School
3rd Truancy - Suspension until parent conference
4th Truancy - Suspension from school

VISITORS Parents/guardians are welcome at SAHS, as are 
other adults who have legitimate school business. All visitors 
are to check in with the front desk upon entering the building. 
Students from other high schools or school-aged students who 
are out of school are not permitted to enter the school during 
regular school hours unless accompanied by an adult. Those 
students and adults who come to the school for a specific after 
school activity should confine themselves to the specific activity 
area (in most cases this will be the Gym or the Auditorium).

WILLFUL DISOBEDIENCE/FAILURE TO COMPLY A stu-
dent who refuses to comply with the reasonable request of a staff 
member will be subject to disciplinary action.








