
NCLB Requirements – A Brief Summary 

Under the new federal education law, No Child Left Behind (NCLB), there are many new 
requirements for districts, schools, and teachers. This is a brief overview of those federal 
requirements.  

Annual Assessments 

Each year, students in grades 3-10 take annual assessments as required by the state. Those are the 
Benchmarks for grades 3, 6, and 8; the TerraNova/CAT6 for grades 4, 5, 7, and 9; and the High 
School Graduation Qualifying Exam for grade 10. In addition to being used for NCLB requirements, 
the HSGQE is the test the students must pass in order to receive a high school diploma.  

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

Adequate Yearly Progress is the minimum level of proficiency that school districts and schools must 
achieve each year as determined under the No Child Left Behind Act. To make AYP, a school and 
district must meet the required participation rate, the annual measurable objectives in language arts 
and math, and the “other academic indicator.” These terms are defined below. 

Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) 

AMO is the percent of students who must be proficient on the above exams as required by the state. 
Not only must the school as a whole meet the AMO, but each specified subgroup of students must 
also meet the AMO. The goal of NCLB is to have all students be proficient in language arts and math 
by 2013-2014. Science assessments will be added in 2007. These are the AMO's for Alaska by year and 
subject: 

School Year AMO for Language Arts AMO for Mathematics 

2001-02 64.03% 54.86% 

2002-03 64.03% 54.86% 

2003-04 64.03% 54.86% 

2004-05 71.48% 57.61% 

2005-06 71.48% 57.61% 

2006-07 71.48% 57.61% 

2007-08 77.18% 66.09% 

2008-09 77.18% 66.09% 

2009-10 77.18% 66.09% 

2010-11 82.88% 74.57% 

2011-12 88.58% 83.05% 

2012-13 94.28% 91.53% 

2013-14 100% 100% 

Participation 
95% of all students, grades 3-10, must participate in state exams. This is determined both by 
school and by state-identified subgroup. Subgroups of 20 or fewer are not considered for AYP 
determinations. 



Subgroups 
The subgroups that must meet the above standards, as currently defined by the state, are the 
following: Caucasian, African-American, Asian, Native Alaskan, American Indian, Hispanic, 
Economically Disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, and English Language Learners. 

Other Academic Indicator 

Schools must meet the “other academic indicator” in order to meet AYP. For high schools, this is 
graduation rate, and for elementary and middle schools, this is an average daily attendance rate. 

Graduation rate 
Schools with 12th grade must meet the graduation rate of 55.58%. This is determined by 
dividing the number of graduates by the number of graduates plus those who did not graduate 
from that class (or dropped out over the course of their four years in high school). It is of note 
that students who receive a certificate of achievement rather than a diploma will not be 
counted as graduates. 

Average Daily Attendance 
Elementary and middle schools must meet an average daily attendance rate of 85% 

Consequences of not meeting AYP 

For Schools Receiving Title I Fund 

Level Description 

Level 1 Alert 
School shall notify parents, prepare and implement a school plan and consult 
with district and department regarding reasons for not meeting AYP and to 
receive technical assistance. 

Level 2 School Improvement Status 
School notifies parents. School shall develop, issue and implement a school 
improvement plan. School must submit the plan to the district for approval. 
The district submits the plan to the department. The school must provide 
supplemental services to eligible students. (With the U.S. Department of 
Education’s approval, the ASD offers supplemental services at Level 2 
instead of Level 3.) 

Level 3 School Improvement Status 
In addition to continuing all the requirements for Level 2, the school 
provides public school choice if available. (With the U.S. Department of 
Education’s approval, the ASD offers school choice at Level 3 instead of 
Level 2.) 

Level 4 Corrective Actions 
In addition to continuing all the requirements for Level 3, the district is 
required to take at least one of the following actions: replacement of staff 
who are relevant to the school not demonstrating AYP, implementation of a 
new curriculum, significantly decrease management authority at the school, 
appoint one or more outside experts to advise the school, extend for that 
school the length of the school year or school day, or restructure the internal 
organization of the school. 



Level 5 Restructuring 
In addition to continuing all the requirements for Level 4, the district is 
required to prepare a plan to carry out one of the following alternative 
governance arrangements: reopen the school as a public charter school, 
replace all or most of the staff who are relevant to the school not 
demonstrating AYP, enter into a contract with a private management 
company, transfer operation of the school to the department, if agreed to 
by the department, or any other major restructuring of the school’s 
governance arrangement. If the school remains in restructuring status the 
following year, the district must implement the restructuring plan at the 
beginning of the school year following the plan’s creation. 

For Schools Not Receiving Title I Funds 

Level Description 

Level 1 Alert 
School shall notify parents, prepare and implement a school plan and 
consult with district and department regarding reasons for not meeting 
AYP and to receive technical assistance. 

Level 2 or 
higher 

School Improvement 
School notifies parents. School shall develop, issue and implement a 
school improvement plan. 

For Districts Receiving Title I Funds (All Alaska Districts) 

Level Description 

Level 1 Alert 
Consult with the department regarding reasons for not meeting AYP. 

Level 2 District Improvement 
District shall develop, issue and implement a district improvement plan, 
submit the plan to the department, request technical assistance from the 
department, and provide notice to parents. District must spend 10% of its 
Title I allocation on professional development. 

Level 3 District Improvement 
District shall develop, issue and implement a district improvement plan, 
submit the plan to the department, request technical assistance from the 
department, and provide notice to parents. District must spend 10% of its 
Title I allocation on professional development. 

Level 4 Corrective Action 
District shall continue to implement a district improvement plan, submit 
the plan to the department, request technical assistance from the 
department, provide notice to parents and spend 10% of its Title I 
allocation on professional development. Department must take one or 
more corrective actions. 

 



Teacher Quality 

By June 30, 2006, all teachers who teach core academic subjects must be highly qualified according 
to federal definition. In addition to being fully certified by the state and having a bachelor’s degree, 
they must also have demonstrated competence in their core content area. Teachers can demonstrate 
this competence by having a degree in the subject, a major (or major equivalent) in the subject, 
passing a state-approved test in the subject, fulfilling the requirements of a formal state evaluation 
process, or earning advanced/national certification. 

Core academic subject 

By federal and state definition, the core academic subjects are English, reading or language arts, 
civics and government, mathematics, economics, science, foreign language, history, geography, arts, 
social studies, and speech communications 

Paraprofessional Quality 

By January 8, 2006, paraprofessionals serving in Title 1 schools or programs must be highly qualified. 
These paraprofessionals must have a high school diploma (or equivalent), and must either have an AA 
degree (or 48 hour equivalent) or must have demonstrated their competence via a state-approved 
test and direct observation. 

Persistently Dangerous Schools and Victims’ Rights 

Under the law, a school with excessive problems with violence and weapons can be declared 
“persistently dangerous.” Should a school receive this designation, all students in the school have the 
right to request a transfer to one of two schools selected by the district. Transportation does not 
have to be provided by the district, however. There are currently NO schools in Alaska that have 
received this designation. A second provision of this part of the law gives victims of violent crime the 
right to request a transfer to one of two schools selected by the district. Again, the district is not 
required to provide transportation. 

Parent notifications and involvement 

Under NCLB, additional notifications must be sent to parents. These notifications range from AYP and 
school designation information to notifications of new parent rights to special notifications for Title 1 
parents and parents of English language learners. Additionally, we must often translate these 
notifications into multiple languages in order to provide information to parents. NCLB also asks for 
additional parent involvement, and parents are encouraged to be part of planning and goal-setting 
processes. 
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