Walking to School Safety

Remind your child about safe walking-to-school procedures

Three hit-and-run incidents involving elementary students walking to school on the east side of Anchorage within the past few weeks now have been linked by the Anchorage Police Department as attempted abductions. For more information about these incidents, visit www.asdk12.org/PR/DistrictNews/article.asp?storyID=1540.

APD and the district encourage parents to use these incidents to talk with their children about safe walking-to-school practices, especially during Alaska’s dark winters. 
“We are extremely concerned about these incidents, as we have repeatedly stressed the importance of safe walking procedure to our students. We are working closely with APD and ask anyone who has observed these or any similar incidents to contact APD or their school immediately,” said Superintendent Carol Comeau.
Safe Walking-to-School Tips:
1. Choose a school route and practice walking it with your child. Avoid secluded areas such as woods and parks.

2. Remind your child to be aware of his or her surroundings at all times.
3. Ensure that your child walks with a friend whenever possible. Teach him or her that there is safety in numbers, so traveling in groups is a good idea anytime, not just when walking to or from school.

4. Teach your child never to get in a car with someone they don’t know, no matter what the person tells them, and never to approach a car driven by someone they don’t know.  

5. Tell your child to scream loudly and run away as soon as someone they don’t know approaches them. Consider providing your child with a loud whistle they can use if needed.

6. Encourage your child to report what happened as soon as possible to an adult – the school office will notify police. No incident is too insignificant to report.

7. Visibility is an issue during Alaska’s dark winters. Have your child wear reflector tape on their coats and backpacks. Teach him or her to recognize traffic signals and pavement markings. A walk signal does not always mean it is safe to cross, they still need to look both ways before crossing. Follow instructions provided by school crossing guards.

Here are some additional Web sites to visit for more safety tips:

www.asdk12.org/parents/safety/index.asp
www.usa.safekids.org/wtw/
www.education.com/reference/article/Ref_Stranger_Danger/
http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=7305
www.aboutourkids.org/articles/protecting_your_kids_predators
