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Dear Eagle River High School Parents and Community,Important Dates
March 4, 2011

No School-Inservice

March 7-11, 2011
No School

Spring Break

March 13, 2011
Beginning of Daylight 

Savings Time

April 1, 5, 6, 7, 2011
Testing

April 13, 2011
8th Grade Orientation

6:30-8:30pm

April 26, 2011
Seniors Awards Ceremony

5:30-8:00pm

Senior Breakfast/Fun Day
April 29, 2011

May 12, 2011
Graduation @ Sullivan

2:00pm
(School dismissed at 11:00am)

May 19, 2011
Last Day of School

August 16, 2011
First Day of School
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                             Eagle River High School Mission Statement

                                   Community, Excellence, Respect

How do we represent our Community?  The ERHS staff spent quite a bit of time and 
energy developing our mission statement, Excellence, Respect, Community.  It is very 
important for us to create an environment and school culture that represents these 
three core values.

I am particularly proud of our Fine Arts Department and how well they have repre-
sented our community this year.  Ms. Lang does a tremendous job producing quality 
drama productions with our limited fine arts facilities.  I appreciate her commitment 
to representing our school by accepting multiple public engagement requests for our 
school choir.  Our art teacher, Mr. Bera, makes public display of student art a priority.  
You can view student art everyday on the second floor of the school as well as other 
displays throughout the building.  He also participates in the “Bowls for Beans” com-
munity project each year.  Our band director, Mr. Poole, can be seen directing our 
band at all kind of venues!  He has supported many of our athletic teams with our Pep 
Band and especially makes a point to support our teams on Senior Nights.  In addition 
it was a thrill to have ERHS represented in the Fur Rondy Parade in February!  It was 
a very cold day, but our students and Mr. Poole had a great time and represented our 
school community very well.

Every Spring I look forward to the tradition of our Junior-Senior Prom.  This occasion 
is an “Evening of Elegance” that offers the opportunity for our young men and women 
to celebrate and shine in their finest.  As the evening is formal, we expect our students 
to dress, dance and act according to the protocol of an elegant and classy evening.  
We highly discourage students and parents from hiring or using “Fun Busses” or very 
large limousines for the evening.  In our experience these situations lend a prime op-
portunity for students to make poor choices related to drugs and alcohol.  If your son 
or daughter is attending our prom, please spend some time talking with them about 
their plans for the evening and about expectations for a formal event.  Enjoy the longer 
daylight!

Sincerely, 

Natalie Burnett, Principal
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Notes From the Nurse
Important Message for Parents 

of Children with Asthma
If your child has an inhaler for asthma, please be advised that 
he/she may carry an inhaler at school if written permission is 
obtained from you and your child’s physician.  Please contact 
your school nurse or your child’s physician for more informa-
tion.

Is it a cold or an allergy?

Break up is near and the Spring allergy season is not far behind.  
Soon I will be seeing students in my office with sneezing, snif-
fling, and congestion which they believe are symptoms of a cold 
when in fact it may be seasonal allergies. 

Nasal allergies can be either seasonal (pollens, grasses, trees, 
weeds) or perennial, which occur year round (dust mites, mold 
spores, cockroaches, or pet dander.) Children are more likely to 
suffer from allergies if one or both of their parents have aller-
gies or they are exposed to irritants such as cigarette smoke at 
an early age.

So if you or someone in your family has recurring or persistent 
cold-like symptoms and you aren’t sure what’s causing them, 
check this list and discuss the results with your doctor.

You may have a cold or sinusitis if:
	 -You have a fever.
	 -You feel generally achy.
	 -Your mucus is not clear.
	 -You have a headache or feel pressure in your sinuses.

You may have an allergy if:
	 -Your eyes, ears, nose, throat (especially the palate or 	
	 roof of the mouth) feel itchy
	 -Sneezes occur in rapid, multiple sequences
	 -Mucus secretions are clear and runny
	 -You develop dark circles under the eyes &/or a line or 	
	 crease across the bridge of the nose which did not exist 	
	 before
	 -Your symptoms occur around the same time or each  	
	 year
	 -Your symptoms get worse when pollen counts increase
	 -Allergy symptoms tend to last longer than the typical 	
	 seven to ten day duration of a cold. 

For more information about allergies contact your doctor.  You 
may also visit the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America 
(AAFA) webs site at www.aafa.org.

From the Desk of Vikki McConnell
Student Services Principal

PROM
Saturday, April 2nd is Prom. Each year we meet with the 
Juniors and Seniors to cover our expectations at Prom. 
Some of the information that we discuss includes the 
following:
•Dress Code will be enforced.
•Limos and “Fun Buses” will be searched.
•A first time suspension for drugs/alcohol results in a 10-day 	
	 suspension; however, if the student attends a drug/
	 alcohol class, the student’s suspension will be amend-	
	 ed to 5-days.
•A second time suspension for drugs/alcohol will result in 	
	 a recommendation for expulsion. This also means 	
	 that the student will not be allowed to participate in 	
	 graduation.

We want our students to have a fun and safe time at our 
Prom. Please find time to talk with your kids about mak-
ing safe choices!

TARDIES
The ERHS tardy policy is in place to promote an un-
interrupted learning environment and favorable work 
habits. Students are issued detentions for being tardy to 
class. A student is tardy when the bell rings and they are 
not in their assigned class. A student is considered absent 
if more than 15 min. late. The Student Services Assistant 
Principal will determine whether any tardy or detention 
in question is beyond the control of the student.

•Students must serve detention within two days of the tardy 
date.
•1-4 Tardies=serve a lunch detention or after school work 	
		  detail. Lunch detentions are from 10:35-11am 	
		  daily in Mr. Parker’s room, D107. After 		
		  school work details are from 2:10—3:00pm, 	
		  and students check into the Front Office to
		  report.
•5th Tardy=referral to Student Services which may result in the 	
		  assignment of a Saturday School, to be served 		
		  from 9 a.m.—12 noon the following Saturday.
•6th Tardy=referral to Student Services which may result in 	
		  a suspension.
•Unserved detentions may result in a Saturday School.
•Unserved Saturday Schools may result in a 3 day suspen-
sion.
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Counseling Newsletter 

March 2011

March 3	 End of 3rd quarter
March 4	 Inservice
March 7-11	 Spring Break
March 14	 Start Classroom Scheduling Presentations
		   – Next year’s 11th graders
March 24  	 Accuplacer (UAA Placement) Test 
		  –2:15 at ERHS – sign up in Counseling Office
March 21 - 22  	 AP Exam informational class visits 
		  (counselors)
March 31   	 SBA Science Test (10th only)
April 5	 - 7 	 Start Classroom Scheduling Presentations
		   – Next year’s 10th (afternoon after testing)
April 5 		 HSGQE/SBA Reading Test
April 6	  	 HSGQE/SBA Writing Test
April 7	  	 HSGQE/SBA Math Test
April 9		  ACT Test 
		  – sign up online at www.actstudent.org

Scheduling for Next Year (see dates above) – Counselors will 
be making classroom presentations to freshmen and sophomore 
English classes regarding student schedules for next year.  Students 
will be given a packet of information including a transcript and 
credit check.  Counselors will help students start to fill out their 
course selection sheet and will ask that the forms be taken home 
and signed by a parent.  Sophomores will then be called down in-
dividually to review their selections, while freshmen will be asked 
to return their signed form to their teacher.  Information will be 
e-mailed to parents prior to the classroom presentations.  Please 
contact the counseling office with any questions.

Accuplacer Test – Attention Parents of Juniors and Seniors! – Is 
your student considering attending UAA?  If so, they need to take 
the Accuplacer test!  The Accuplacer is a test that determines a 
student’s placement into college math and English classes.  The 
purpose of this is to help Juniors plan for their Senior year by see-
ing where they stand with regards to college placement.  The cost is 
$15.00 and can be taken at the UAA University Center or here at 
the Eagle River campus by calling 786-7612 to schedule the test.  
The Accuplacer test will also be given at ERHS on March 24th 
after school in the Arctic Lab.  Sign-up in the counseling office.

HSGQE/SBA Tests – On April 5, 6, and 7--all freshmen will be 
taking the SBA test and all sophomores will be taking the HSGQE 
test in reading, writing, and math.  In addition, all juniors and se-
niors who have not passed a section of the test will also be testing.  
On Thursday, March 31st  (the week prior), all sophomores will 
be taking the SBA science test.  On April 6th - 8th only students 
who are testing have to come to school in the morning.  There 
will be a 2nd bus run three hours later for those who have already 
passed.  Friday will be a normal school day with everyone attend-
ing.  Sophomores will be pulled from their morning classes to test 
on April 1st .  Please contact the counseling office if you have any 
questions.

ERHS Graduation 
May 12, 2011 @ 2:00pm 

Sullivan Arena
Students dismissed at 11:00am

Busses depart at 11:10am

Students Transferring or Moving
Is your family planning on moving or transferring schools 
during this semester?  Or not returning for next school year?

You must check out with us before leaving.

Please contact your student’s counselor or call our registrar 
Kathy Morales at 742-2708 for notification or for more in-
formation.

Grad Blast Meetings

The next Grad Blast meeting is March 8 and held ev-
ery other Tuesday at Jitters in the back room.  For more 
information, please contact Mrs. Patin at 952-1319.  
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Please meet Rob Lund, APD School Resource Office at ERHS.  Rob has been with APD for thirteen years 
as patrol officer, hostage negotiator and SRO.  The last six years have been in the SRO program at Chu-
giak High School, Clark Middle School and now Eagle River High School.  

Summer Leadership Institute 2011
The UAF 2011 Summer Leadership Institute is now 
accepting applications for the May 31-June 6, 2011 
program. The UAF Summer Leadership course is a 
one-week summer experience designed to develop 
leadership skills for students finishing grades 9-12. The 
curriculum focuses on leadership roles and account-
ability, team building, leadership styles and situations, 
motivating others, civic responsibility, integrity, public 
speaking, changing behaviors, and goal setting.  Stu-
dents live on campus, enjoy the academic and social 
atmosphere and get a taste of college life.

Applications are available by mail or online; the dead-
line is April 10, 2011 (Preference given to those that 
apply by March 15.)  For more information, please 
visit our website at: http://www.uaf.edu/som/nlc/uaf-
summer-leadership-2011/

Multicultural Education Concerns 
Advisory Committee 

More than half of ASD’s student population is made up 
of culturally diverse students. 

The district’s Multicultural Education Concerns Advi-
sory Committee provides a voice for those ethnic groups. 

MECAC advises the Anchorage School Board on issues 
relating to minority students and their families, and 
works to ensure equity for all students. 

MECAC is looking for community members to join the 
committee. The group meets 4:30-6:30 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month. 

For more information on becoming 
a MECAC member, call 742-4321. 
Applications are also available 
online at http://www.asdk12.org/
school_board/mecac.
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AFJROTC March 2011
By Cadet Aurora Dordan

The only thing better than winning a trophy is winning 
lots of trophies, which is exactly what ERHS’s AFJROTC 
drill teams did at the State meet, hosted at Service High 
School over the President’s Day weekend.  Each of the 
five competing teams placed in the top three, with First 
Year Color Guard earning third place, First Year Regula-
tion and Armed Regulation taking second, while Regula-
tion Color Guard and Regulation Drill teams stole the 
show with first-place trophies.  This was a bittersweet end 
to the drill season, as cadets said goodbye to Senior Air-
man Sergio Cruz.  Airman Cruz has coached the armed 
regulation team through two drill seasons and has helped 
cadets with exhibition armed drill.  Many long goodbyes 
were had as cadets exchanged parting gifts and Airman 
Cruz recognized the seniors for their dedication to the 
Armed Regulation team. 

Approximately 20 cadets from Eagle Riv-
er, accompanied by instructors and other 
AFJROTC cadets from West High, spent 
a cozy winter night at Otter Lake on Feb-
ruary 25th.  These cadets participated in 
winter survival, an annual eight-mile hike 
from Camp Carrol out to the lake where 
cadets build snow shelters and learn how 
to survive in winter conditions.  The in-
structors participate as well, but their 
sleeping shelters are transported to the 
lake on four wheels. 

Incoming and returning cadets will want to keep their 
eyes and ears open for Summer Leadership School sign-
ups. Though the camp runs July 17-22, slots for this ad-
venture-packed week-long survival camp are highly cov-
eted, so cadets will want to sign up ASAP.  Sign ups begin 
on March 1st.  Cadets at this camp will learn through 
hands-on outdoor workshops, rappelling, archery, first-
aid, and countless other exciting activities.  Just don’t ask 
about Rambo camp.  What happens at Rambo camp 
stays at Rambo camp!
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ERHS TRACK AND FIELD
Though it may not seem like it spring is just around the cor-
ner which means it’s time to gear up and get ready for track 
and field. Preseason work outs have already started so stop by 
and pick up a work out from Coach Turner.  

Track and field starts on March 7th so make sure you have 
your physicals and paper work turned in before March 3rd.  

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 
742-2700 or turner_matthew@asdk12.org.  

Thanks Coach Turner 

 

2010-11 EAGLE RIVER HIGH 
SPRING SPORTS

Sport	       Practice Begins
SOFTBALL ++		  FEBRUARY 28	      
BASEBALL ++		  FEBRUARY 28
TRACK & FIELD	 MARCH 7
SOCCER		  MARCH 7

FOR SPORTS REGISTRATION, BRING THE FOL-
LOWING:
	 1) ASD Health Examination Form signed by doctor, 		
	 student & parent/guardian
	 2) 20010-11 High School Athletic/Activity Participation 	
	 Form signed by student & parent/guardian
	 3) cash or check payable to ERHS $165.00.   The 		
	 family cap is $335.00
	 4) Watch Play for Keeps Video at ASAA.org and return 		
	 TAD form signed by student & parent/guardian

Go to: www.eagleriverhighschool.com and click on Activities, 
then Sports for more information and required forms.
	

•Athletes must be enrolled in at least 5 ASD classes to participate 
in sports
•4th qtr/2nd sem. grades will be verified for: 	2.0 GPA minimum 
& 5 classes passed; (this rule does not apply to incoming 9th 
graders until the end of 1st qtr.)  
•Seniors who are on track to graduate (have passed all HSGQE 
exams and have at least 18.5 credits) may enroll in 4 classes and 
still be eligible.

You must complete the eligibility process with the Activities Of-
fice before you are allowed to begin practice with any team.
For more information call: Colleen Deese, Activities Clerk 742-2730

++(out-sourced sport—fee is collected by coach, not the school)

ERHS GIRLS SOCCER

Tryouts for the ERHS Girls Soccer Team are quickly ap-
proaching!  The first day of tryouts will be on March 
7th from 11-1 pm in the ERHS gymnasium.  This will 
be followed by a second day of tryouts on March 8th, 
at the Dome in Anchorage, from 3:30-5 pm.  If you’d 
like to play soccer, please make sure you have all of your 
paperwork turned in to the activities office no later than 
March 3rd.  If you will be out of town during tryouts, 
please see Ms. Mason in room A102 as soon as possible 
to make arrangements for an alternative tryout.” 

ERHS BASEBALL

Baseball practice has begun and tryouts are over spring 
break.  Go to the Baseball web site at www.eagleriv-
erbaseball.com for more information or contact Jim 
Reeves at 351-3236.

ERHS BOYS SOCCER
IMPORTANT REMINDERS!

The first official boys soccer practice will be March 7th (the first 
Monday of ASD Spring Break). This year our first game is at the 
Dome in Anchorage on March 22nd.  Since our first game is so 
early, a player who misses even one Spring Break practice will NOT 
be eligible for the first two games of the season.

The spring break practice schedule is as follows:

Monday     (3/7) 	 3-4.30 p.m. @ ERHS Gym
Tuesday      (3/8) 	 2-3.30 p.m. @ Dome in Anchorage (No bus provided)
Wednesday (3/9) 	 3-4.30 p.m. @  ERHS Gym
Thursday    (3/10) 3-4.30 p.m. @ ERHS Gym
Friday         (3/11) 3-4.30 p.m. @ ERHS Gym
Saturday     (3/12) 9-11 a.m. @ Dome in Anchorage (No bus provided)

After these six practices, we will conduct tryouts on the Monday 
through Wednesday following Spring Break. These dates are 3/14-
3/16. Teams will be announced shortly after.

There will also be a preseason potluck for the players who make the 
team, and their parents. An announcement is forthcoming.

Please also visit our ERHS Boys Soccer Web site, at the following 
address, for more details on practice dates and times, and other 
important announcements:
http://erhssoccer.shutterfly.com

Contact either Luke Almon or Eric Dearborn with questions.
•  Coach Almon: Almon_Luke@asdk12.org
•  Coach Dearborn: Dearborn_Eric@asdk12.org



Alaska Performance Scholarship 
An invitation to excellence, extended to students, parents and educators alike. 

 

 

   Alaska Commission on                            Alaska Department of 
Postsecondary Education               Labor and Workforce Development 

                 For more information, go to APS.alaska.gov 

 
 

Fact Sheet – Jan 2011  
 

WHO can get the Alaska Performance Scholarship (APS)? 
Alaska residents who graduate from an Alaska high school (public, private, or home school), in 2011, and: 

 complete a rigorous high school curriculum, as defined by regulations  
 achieve a high school GPA of at least 2.5, or equivalent  
 earn a minimum score on college or career readiness test (21 on the ACT, 1450 on the SAT, or 5 on WorkKeys) 
 enroll at least half time, and remain in good standing, in an approved program at a qualifying Alaska institution  
 have qualifying education costs remaining after using all other non-loan aid (e.g. federal grants or other scholarships) 

 
WHERE can the APS be used? 
At any regionally accredited college or university in Alaska, or for approved career and technical education programs.  
 
HOW MUCH is the APS? 
There are three maximum annual award levels: up to $4,755, $3,566, and $2,378.  Amounts are established based on a 
combination of minimum GPA and test scores.  Students may remain eligible for up to eight semesters of enrollment, but 
must use the award within six years of their high school graduation year.  
 

Funds can be used for qualifying costs of attendance certified by the postsecondary institution, which typically include 
tuition, fees, books, tools and supplies, room and board and transportation. Students must apply for and use any other non-
loan financial aid to pay their education costs first. They will not receive more APS funds than the costs of attendance that 
remain after other aid is considered.  
 
WHAT is required to get the APS?  
 

Step 1)  TAKE A RIGOROUS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM (see chart on reverse) 
 

Step 2)  MEET THE GPA AND TEST SCORE REQUIREMENTS WHILE STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL (see chart on reverse) 
 

Step 3)  APPLY 
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible after January 1, 2011, and before June 
30, 2011.  Students applying to a school that is not FAFSA-eligible may use an alternate application available from ACPE.  
 

After an initial award, students can continue to be eligible for up to a total of eight semesters by: 
 filing a new FAFSA or approved alternate application by the deadline each year 
 making satisfactory academic progress as set out in regulations (including number of credits earned and college GPA, if 

applicable) 
 staying enrolled at least half time in a qualifying program of study 

 
WHEN will the APS be available?  
Once the legislature appropriates funds, the high school graduating class of 2011 will be the first students eligible for the 
APS.  Governor Parnell's proposed FY 2012 budget includes a request for $8.2 million for the 2011 awards. 



Alaska Performance Scholarship Student Eligibility Criteria 

1 Students electing the Math and Science Option may substitute a unit of foreign language, Alaska Native language, or American Sign Language, fine arts, or cultural heritage for one of the 4 units of social studies. 
2For the purposes of APS eligibility American Sign, Alaska Native and foreign languages are all considered world languages. 

Math and Science Option 

All Scholarship Levels 
 
4 units math 
4 units science 
and 
4 units language arts 
4 units social studies 1 

Scholarship Level 2 and 3 
 
7 units combined in math and 
science (at least 3 units in 
each category). 
and 
4 units language arts 
4 units social studies 1 
 

Social Studies and Language Option 

All Scholarship Levels  
 
4 units language arts 
4 units social studies 
2 units of the same 
world language 2 
3 units math 
3 units science 

Scholarship Level 2 & 3  
 
4 units language arts 
4 units social studies 
1 unit world language 2 
3 units math 
3 units science 
 

2012 Graduation 

Math and Science Option 

      All Scholarship Levels 

4 units math 
4 units science 
4 units language arts 
4 units social studies1 

 
Social Studies and Language Option 

 
      All Scholarship Levels 

4 units language arts 
4 units social studies 
2 units of the same world language 2 
3 units math 
3 units science 

 

Graduation 2013 and After

The Alaska Performance Scholarship is available to Alaska residents who graduate from an Alaska high school (public, private, or home school), in or after 2011, who: 

1. Complete a rigorous high school curriculum; and 
2. Achieve required grade point averages (GPA); and 
3. Achieve minimum college or career readiness test scores; and 
4. Attend an eligible program at an institution located in Alaska. 

Important:  Minimum curriculum requirements are set by year of graduation. 
 
                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 1: Up to $4,755 per year 
 
GPA of at least 3.5 
and 
A)  An ACT score of 25 or higher; or 
B)  an SAT score of 1680 or higher; or 

Level 2: Up to $3,566 per year 
 
GPA of at least 3.0 
and 
A)  An ACT Score of 23 or higher; or 

B)  an SAT score of 1560 or higher; or 

Level 3: Up to $2,378 per year 
 
GPA of at least 2.5 
and 
A)  An ACT Score of 21 or higher; or 
B)  an SAT score of 1450 or higher; or 

C)  For all scholarship levels: A WorkKeys score of 5 in Applied Mathematics, Reading for Information, and Locating Information will qualify an otherwise 
eligible student to receive a scholarship award for attendance in a Career Technical Education certificate program, but not for attendance in a degree 
program. 

Minimum GPA and Test Scores by Scholarship Level 

All Scholarship Levels 

5 units combined in math and science (at least 2 
units in each category). 

 

2011 Graduation 
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ERHS Band at Fur Rondy 2011

It was cold 
and a lot of 

fun!
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A White Tie Affair 
AN EVENING OF ELEGANCE 

Prom 2011 
 

 

Where:  The Alaska Native Heritage Center 

 

When: April 2nd, 2011 from 8 o’clock until midnight 

 

Tickets: Ticket sales will begin on March 16th during lunch. Single tickets 

will cost $35 and couples tickets will cost $60. 

 

Photos: Sign-ups for prom pictures will be at the same time as ticket sales. 

You may still order prom pictures the night of prom; however, if you sign 

up in advance, Life Touch will give you a USB drive with your photos on 

it, to take home on prom night. 

 

Guests: If you are planning on bringing a guest, guest permission forms 

must be turned in to the front office by 2:00 PM on March 30th. There 

will be no exceptions. All guests must be under the age of 21 and each 

ERHS student may only invite one guest.  These forms will be available 

in the front office starting March 14th.  Present the completed form at the 

time tickets are purchased.   

 

Parent Volunteers:  If you are interested in chaperoning for Prom, please 

contact Amy Keyser at keyser_amy@asdk12.org. 
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