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Dear West High Community,

With the new semester, comes new positive energy, which is following through our hallways and classrooms at West Anchorage High School. By the time you receive this newsletter, students should be settled into their second semester classes. We anticipate that the positive energy will continue through the end of the year and our students and staff will have a wonderful second semester.


Parent support of our school, its students and its teachers is outstanding! Our staff continues to be very appreciative of the positive contributions that parents, community members, alumni association and the PTSA make. We enjoy having community members and parents visit the school as volunteers and as guest speakers. Our PTSA and Alumni Association have been very generous in funding and helping to fund a variety of projects and activities throughout the school. Several teacher mini-grants have been funded along with funding for our athletic programs. Thank you!!


As we move towards the end of the hockey and cross-country skiing season, and as we are in the heart of our basketball season, I strongly encourage students, parents, and other members of our community to come and support our athletes at the games, races and tournaments. We have a record number of students participating in these activities, as well as a large number of students participating as cheerleaders for basketball, hockey, and our competitive cheer squad. When the gym is full and/or the bleachers packed with WAHS fans, it really gives our student athletes a boost.


Registration for next year is right around the corner. We are already beginning to gear up for next year’s scheduling and students will soon have the opportunity to make request for next year’s classes. Please look for registration packets to come home in early February for next year. For those of you with eighth graders coming to West Anchorage High School next year, registration efforts for next year’s freshmen and visits to our feeder schools will occur in the middle of February. I encourage you to talk seriously with your student about their course selections in terms of their plans beyond high school. We have many opportunitites here at West to prepare students for a wide variety of future careers and it is important that they choose wisely with the guidance of their parents, counselors and teachers.
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Rick Stone, Principal
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This month has been a “great success” for AK-033. We have held many events which all include coat checks, Color Guards, Water Survival, Cadet of the Quarter Board and preparation for our Daytona Beach trip the first week of May to participate in the 2012 National High School Drill Competition. 
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This year’s Water Survival Training was extremely educational and lots of fun.  We went on base, went to the military pool and had some awesome training on how to keep alive in the waters of Alaska. After the trip we went to the base dining facility and had an unbelievable lunch. The entire trip was a blast and we all hope we can get more cadets to go next year.
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Every morning we have drill team from 0600 (6:00am) until 0700 (7:00am). We have not competed in any competitions in a couple years and we are hoping to bring the Drill Team back alive here at west.[image: image7.jpg]



 We have had many Color Guards throughout the year and they have all been performed before large audiences. We still need more cadets to join.  We are having Color Guard practice every day at 0600-0700 (6:00-7:00am), lunch, and from 2:15pm till 3:00pm. [image: image8.jpg]



Winter survival is coming up in February and we hope to take about 40 cadets into the Alaskan Wilderness and teach them how to survive a night in the wild.  We will take a 10 mile hike up to our base camp and be taught how to build our own snow shelters. Along the way up we will have military personnel teach us about some things we can survive on during the winter. This concludes the Ak-033 newsletter, Thank you for reading.
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Academic Honor Roll

Students with a 3.5 GPA or higher will be honored at our yearly Academic Honor Roll Ceremony on February 10, 2012.  If your child is a member of this honored group, you will receive an invitation in the mail.  If you have any questions whether you child qualified for the honor roll, check with the counseling office for more details.

Parent Conferences
Parent Conferences will be held on February 16, 2012 at 11:45 am to 2:30 pm and 4:00-7:00 pm.  This is before the end of the quarter, so report cards will not be given at this time.  The quarterly report card will be mailed home after the end of the quarter.   West has made great strides to keep families informed about student progress via the Zangle website.  Parents and students now have passwords and can access information about grades, attendance and assignments.  Families can check the Zangle website to view student progress.  We will no longer mail out progress reports, we will continue to mail out quarterly report cards.  So if you do not have a Zangle password, please contact the school office to get one.  If you do not have a computer to access the information, we will be happy to help you log on to a computer at the school. 
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Testing On April 3rd, 4th and 5th 2012

· The High School Graduation Qualifying Exam will be given on April 3, 4 and 5th for all 10th graders and some 11th and 12th graders who need to retake one or more portions of the exit exam.
· And all 9th  graders will take the Standard Based Achievement Tests. 
*Juniors and seniors whom have already passed the High School Graduation Qualifying Exam will not attend school in the morning session. Buses will run approximately 3 hours later to pick up this group of students.
 The High School Graduation Qualifying Exam (HSGQE) measures minimum competencies of essential skills in reading, writing, and mathematics. Passing all three sections of the HSGQE is part of the requirements to receive a high school diploma in the state of Alaska. The order of the tests is reading (Tuesday), writing (Wednesday), and math (Thursday) for each test administration.
Graduation 2012
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Graduation is May 7th at 2:00 pm at the Sullivan Arena.  So mark your calendars and come to watch our EAGLES SOAR!!
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Sister School Exchange with New Stuyahok

Over the past several weeks, five students from West have been working diligently to prepare for a cross-cultural exchange. These five students are participating in the Rose Urban Rural Exchange: Sister School Exchange. Students have spent time examining their own culture and documenting their experience with their culture through a series of videos. During the first week of February, they with their families will be hosting five students from New Stuyahok in western Alaska. They will introduce these traveling ambassadors to the West High culture and the urban culture of Anchorage. As part of the exchange, the five West students will be traveling out to New Stuyahok for their cross-cultural exchange. This part will take place at the end of February. Students will be fully immersed in the culture in New Stuyahok and stay with host families while there. They will have the opportunity to try new things and learn more about life in rural Alaska. To follow our travels, go to www.roseurbanruralexchange/destinationlog. 
ACCUPLACER NEWS

Pre-registration for the test has begun. Once again the test will be given free of chage and is for JUNIORS ONLY. The test will be administered March 6th. Sign-up with Mrs. Wilson in counseling or Ms. Rutz in the Career Resourse Center inside the Cove. Seating is limited so it is first come, first served.

[image: image13.wmf]
Juniors are encouraged to take the SAT and ACT in the spring and again in the fall of their senior year.  Some schools require SAT II subject tests as well.  The College Board recommends that students take subject tests after completing the related high school course. Registration can be completed by application (available in the CRC) or online at www.collegeboard.com for SAT and www.ACT.org for the ACT.
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On your next trip Outside,  think about visiting colleges in the area.  Visit www.college-visits.com to learn about college tours.  The UAA scholarships and applications for FAFSA are due before February 15.
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Parent Conferences will be held on Thursday, February 16.  To assure productive conferences, we would like to offer a few hints that might be of help.
· Prior to the conferences, ask your student what they would like you to talk about with his/her teachers.  Jot down some notes about those topics to cover.


· Ask important and specific questions because of time limitations.  If further discussion is warranted, contact his/her counselor for a specific appointment

· Ask for clarification if the teacher uses a term or talks about something that you do not understand.

· Find out about specific ways that you can help your child perform better in school.  Discuss these strategies with your child and let him/her know that you and the teacher care what happens.

· Follow up with the teacher to discuss your child’s progress with the help of the counselor.

Remember we are all here for only one reason: to help your child be successful in school.

International Baccalaureate
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Education for a Better World

IB informational meeting for parents is Wednesday, Feb. 1, 6:30-7:30 pm at West
West’s Pre-IB Program is off and running! Ninth and tenth graders have been invited to participate in a series of after-school workshops designed to challenge them to think creatively, critically, and globally. I’ve asked West teachers to put together workshops that meet the following criteria: They must be fun and engaging, demand creativity and

critical thinking, require cooperative learning, and connect to some global issue. Our first workshop in January was a study of yoga, and we had a lot of fun. We’ll have more workshops as the semester goes on. I’m looking forward to participating in these workshops along with our 9th and 10th graders, and I wouldn’t be surprised if a number of other teachers join us. Students interested in the Pre-IB program can join the workshops at any point.

Pre-IB students have also formed West’s Academic WorldQuest team. This will be just our second year competing against students from other schools from around the state at UAA. This year’s competition, sponsored by the Alaska World Affairs Council, will be Saturday, February 4.
Registration for next year will be starting soon! And there’s still plenty of time to apply to be part of next year’s IB program. Current 10th graders can apply for the diploma program by completing a simple application available in the IB office and counseling office. They will then work with Mr. Ruhlin and one of two IB counselors to put together their two-year IB plan.
There will be an informational meeting for parents and students interested in learning more about West’s IB and Pre-IB programs on Wednesday, February 1, from 6:30-8:30 pm in the Cove.
IB Seniors are putting the finishing touches on their extended essays and completing their internal assessments in their subject areas. They have performed admirably this year, balancing a challenging load with grace and good humor. We look forward to the IB graduation ceremony during the last week in April.

For more information about West High’s IB program, contact John Ruhlin (742-2610, ruhlin_john@asdk12.org) and visit the IB link on the West High website. For more information about IB in general, visit IB’s website (http://ibo.org).
Climate Connectedness Survey
The Climate Connectedness Survey is being administered to provide your school, district and state with useful information on the student, staff, and parent/guardian perceptions of school climate and how they feel about their school. School climate has been shown through research to be highly associated with student achievement and school performance. The data is used by schools and departments in the Anchorage School District to write and measure goals and determine budgets. In addition, the data assists in receiving and maintaining grant funding. The anticipated date for these results to be shared with schools is prior to the administrative advance. They are made public in October through the ASD Profile of Performance.

Parent/guardians are encouraged to participate in the survey during the allotted timeframe (February 15 – June 30). In order to increase the return rate of the parent/guardian survey, the ASD will use five date collection methods: 

1. Parent/guardian surverys will be available for you to have parents/guradians complete during the February 15 and 16 parent teacher conferences.
2. Parent/guardian surveys will be mailed with students’ SBA and HSGQE results in early June. For parents/guardians of juniors and seniors not retested in the HSGQE and parents/guardians of grades K-2 students, the surveys will be mailed out separately. Surveys mailed out will be self-addressed, postage-paid mailers, making it easy for parents/guardians to return the survey to the Assessment and Evaulation Department.

3. Surveys are available through the following like: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2012SCCSParent.

4. Parents/guardians will also be able to complete the survey through a web link on the ASD webside: www.asdk12.org starting February 15, 2012.

5. On the sign-iin page of Zangle’s Parent Connect there is an optional link for parents to complete the survey
The instructions will tell parents/guardians to fill out one survey for each child in school. In case of dual guardianship, each parent/guardian will receive one survey for each child. The paper and online survey will also remind parents/guardians to disregard the notice if they have completed the survey during the parent teacher conference. 

For technical help with the online surveys please go to: http://www.asdk12.org/depts/assess_eval/survey_help.asp or contact Assessment and Evaluation at 742-4420. 
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Dressing for the COLD
Anchorage is a northern climate city, and much of the school year falls during winter. Whether walking, driving, or riding the bus to and from school, all students need to dress appropriately for the weather conditions. Hypothermia and frostbite can occur in minutes. Even students that drive to school should be prepared for the cold in case of breakdowns or accidents. Although popular fashion trends may not include winter hats, gloves, heavy coats and boots, parents should insist on their child wearing such items when the temperature or wind chill factor is low.
Emergency School Closure Procedures

Weather conditions resulting in hazards from flood, snow, ice, or extremely cold temperature sufficiently severe to interrupt the transporting of pupils and staff travel to assigned schools, may result in a delay in starting time or closing of one or all of the schools, or one or more programs within the District. The following procedure will be utilized until further notice:

A. The Directore of Transportation Services will determine the status of bus operations and road conditions by collecting data from the following sources:

1. The Alaska State Troopers

2. Anchorage Police Department

3. State of Alaska Road Maintenance Department

4. Anchorage and Eagle River Road Maintenance Departments

5. ASD Safety officers and contractor personnel who have driven area roads, prior to 4:30am

6. ASD Maintenance Department Personnel

B. The Director of Transportation Services will call the Assistant Superintendent for Support Services to report status of bus operations and road conditions. The Assistant Superintendent will then call the Superintendent. The information from the above sources will be analyzed and decision made, from among those listed below:

1. NO SCHOOLS CLOSED: Normal operation

2. DELAY THE OPENING OF SCHOOLS: Schools will open one hour later than the normal schedule. School buses will run one hour later than the normal schedule. All staff report at usual time if safety permits.

3. SCHOOLS ONLY CLOSED: All teachers report to alternative work sites, of individual choise. Custodial staff report; Facilities/maintenance staff report; other support staff, report as specified in appropriate contract.

4. ALL DISTRICT FACILITES CLOSED: Emergency staff only reports, including all Facilities/maintenance staff. Emergency staff previously identified at each school. Other impacts are described above.
C. If the Assistant Superintendent for Support Services is unable to contact the Superintendent, then the Assistant Superintendent and the Director of Transportation will confer and make the decision.

D. All coordination should be completed by 4:45am. The final decision for a change in normal operation procedures will be made by the Superintendent no later than 5:00am. The Superintendent will confirm any change in normal operation the Leadership Team.

E. All closings or changes in normal operation are to be reported to radio and television stations in the Anchorage area by the Executive Director for Public Affairs or the Director of Public Relations starting immediately after their notification by the Superintendent. Notification should be completed approximately 20-30 mintues after Public Affairs is alerted. It is expected that public announcements should start no later than 5:30am.

Information will also be posted on the District’s Webside under District News at: www.asdk12.org 

Please note: State regulations allow us to declare in-service and emergency closure days to be “days in session”, up to a total of ten (10) per year. Any closure that occurs after the exhaustion of those ten (10) days, will require an adjustment to the school calendar, in order to meet the statutory requirement for length of the school year. 
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The Anchorage School District Pupil Transportation Department is currently recruiting applicants for school bus driver psotions. Applicants must enjoy working with children, have a good driving record and be willing to adhere to strict safety guidelines. Applicants will be screened and receive 40 hours of classroom and behind-the-wheel training before being licensed and employed. School bus drivers must obtain a background report from the Troopers, must be 21 years of age, and will participate in a drug and alcohol screening program as federally mandated. The starting wage is $15.50/hour. Please stop by the Transporation Center to pick up an application or call Marty Elkins, Supervisor of Pupil Transportation, at 742-1200.
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