Westward Movement Semester Project Fall 2006
You have the choice of two ways to accomplish this project.

	Analysis Research Paper

You will be required to do in-depth research that will be appropriately presented in an MLA formatted research paper.

Part One  Research         30 Points
You will be required to have 5 sources. 2 should be primary, three will be secondary.

One of your sources should be an academic book written about your topic.

Write informational notes – keeping track of where you are getting your information from specifically- I will require 2 pages of notes (handwritten) with an attached bibliography and notations as to where you have accessed your information.

Part 1 is due November 1st

Part Two  Outline            20 Points
You will be required to write a formal outline. It should indicate exactly how you intend to structure your paper i.e. chronologically, event based, etc.
1 page minimum, typed.

Part Two is due November 13
Part Three     Paper            50 Points

***Have your LA teacher read a rough draft before you submit your paper!**

Your paper should be an analysis of the information you have read, not merely informational. Think about how this person or event impacted America or why they are significant. 

1)Your paper must be 5 pages, typed, minimum. 2)Use 12 font and double space  3) Make the margins 1.25” all around-
4) An MLA format title page is required as well as 5) in-text citations.

6) Attach your final bibliography.

Part Three will be due December 4
	Analytical Presentation
You will be required to do in-depth research that will be presented to the class with a visual project.

Part One   Outline          30 Points
You will be required to write a formal outline that gives a comprehensive overview of your topic.

The outline shall be a minimum of 1.5 pages typed.

Part 1 is due November 1st
Part Two   Bibliography       20 Points
You are required to have an MLA formatted bibliography with a minimum of 5 sources. You are required to have two primary sources and three secondary sources. * All pictures you are intending to use must be cited in your bibliography.
Part Two is due November 13
Part Three      Presentation     50 Points

Your presentation must be a minimum of 6 minutes in length – if it is not you will lose 10 points immediately – so practice!

You must use a visual medium that enhances your analysis of your topic.  This is not merely an informational review – you are analyzing this person or events impact on American history of the west.  Why should this person or event still be considered significant and are there lessons to be learned?
You must be historically accurate and not venture into the dangerous ground of unfounded conjecture.  Support all of your arguments with facts about your topic, not opinions!

Part Three will be due December 4


Potential Topics
7th Cavalry

George Armstrong Custer

Comstock Lode

George McCormick

Trans Continental Railroad

Sitting Bull

Bill Cody

Johnson County Range War

Sheep vs. cattle

9th Cavalry

Brigham Young

Grattan Massacre
Black Kettle

John Jacob Astor

Telegraph

Pony Express

Granges

Homesteaders

The Wild Bunch

Augustus Sutter

Mining Technology

Nome Gold Rush

Klondike Gold Rush

There are so many potential topics – if you have another in mind please clear it with me first!

****Extra Credit Potential***  State History Day submittable paper/or project – very rigorous guidelines – with a focus toward Tragedy/Triumph  ---will require work beyond the end of the class but could pay off with a trip to Washington D.C.!!!!
