
The Nelson Act Excerpted 

CHAP. 277.—An Act To provide for the construction and maintenance of roads, the 
establishment and maintenance of schools, and the care and support of insane persons in 
the district of Alaska, and for other purposes… 

SEC. 4. That the common council of the incorporated towns in said district shall have the 
power, and it shall be their duty, in their respective towns to establish school districts, to 
provide the same with suitable schoolhouses, and to maintain public schools therein and 
to provide the necessary funds for the schools; but such schools when established shall be 
under the supervision and control of a school board of three members, consisting of a 
director, a treasurer, and a clerk, to be elected annually by the vote of all adults who are 
citizens of the United States or who have declared their intention to become such and 
who are residents of the school district… 

SEC. 7. That the schools specified and provided for in this Act shall be devoted to the 
education of white children and children of mixed blood who lead a civilized life. The 
education of the Eskimos and Indians in the district of Alaska shall remain under the 
direction and control of the Secretary of the Interior, and schools for and among the 
Eskimos and Indians of Alaska shall be provided for by an annual appropriation, and the 
Eskimo and Indian children of Alaska shall have the same right to be admitted to any 
Indian boarding school as the Indian children in the States or Territories of the United 
States… 

Approved, January 27, 1905. 
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