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Excerpts

The Definitive Treaty of Peace 1783

In the name of the most holy and undivided Trinity.

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of the most serene and
most potent Prince George the Third, by the grace of God, king of Great Britain, France, and
Ireland, defender of the faith, duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, arch-treasurer and prince
elector of the Holy Roman Empire etc., and of the United States of America, to forget all past
misunderstandings and differences that have unhappily interrupted the good correspondence
and friendship which they mutually wish to restore, and to establish such a beneficial and
satisfactory intercourse , between the two countries upon the ground of reciprocal
advantages and mutual convenience as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace
and harmony; ...

Article 1:

His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., New Hampshire,
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be
free sovereign and independent states, that he treats with them as such, and for himself, his
heirs, and successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety, and territorial
rights of the same and every part thereof.

Article 2:

And that all disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the boundaries of the
said United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the following are
and shall be their boundaries, ...

Article 3:

It is agreed that the people of the United States shall continue to enjoy unmolested the
right to take fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and on all the other banks of
Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at all other places in the sea, where
the inhabitants of both countries used at any time heretofore to fish.

Article 4:

It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet with no lawful impediment to the
recovery of the full value in sterling money of all bona fide debts heretofore contracted.



Article 5:

It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the legislatures of the
respective states to provide for the restitution of all estates, rights, and properties, which
have been confiscated belonging to real British subjects;...

Article 6:

That there shall be no future confiscations made nor any prosecutions commenced
against any person or persons for, or by reason of, the part which he or they may have taken
in the present war, and that no person shall on that account suffer any future loss or
damage, either in his person, liberty, or property; and that those who may be in confinement
on such charges at the time of the ratification of the treaty in America shall be immediately
set at liberty, and the prosecutions so commenced be discontinued.

Article 7:

There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Brittanic Majesty and the said
states, and between the subjects of the one and the citizens of the other, wherefore all
hostilities both by sea and land shall from henceforth cease. All prisoners on both sides shall
be set at liberty, and his Brittanic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and without
causing any destruction, or carrying away any Negroes or other property of the American
inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets from the said United States...

Article 8:

The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the ocean, shall forever remain
free and open to the subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the United States.

Article 9:

In case it should so happen that any place or territory belonging to Great Britain or to the
United States should have been conquered by the arms of either from the other...it is agreed
that the same shall be restored without difficulty and without requiring any compensation.

Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-three.

D. HARTLEY (SEAL)
JOHN ADAMS (SEAL)
B. FRANKLIN (SEAL)

JOHN JAY (SEAL)
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