AURORA
» ELEMENTARY
>~ EAGLE NEWS

5085 10th Street JBER, AK 99506 (p) 907-742-0300 (f) 907-742-0322

Breakfast/Drop Off Start - 9:20am
1st Bell - 9:35am
Ready to learn - 9:45am
Release - 3:15pm

Dear Families,

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of the 2020-2021 school year. | would like to
express my sincere gratitude for all your support to our staff this year, and for being
diligent in following ASD's guidelines with respect to our Covid protocols. Our school's
Covid mitigation strategies worked well because everyone did their best in keeping our
students and community safe and healthy, and as a result our school had minimal
interruptions to our in-person learning.

As our students complete our spring MAP and FastBridge assessments, we are reviewing
our students’ academic growth data. This data shows as a whole, Aurora's students made
incredible academic progress between January and May this year. This is the result of our
teachers and staff providing rigorous instruction in the classrooms and closing the
learning gap that resulted from the onset of the pandemic.

This is School Staff Appreciation week. If you have a chance, please consider sending a
Thank You note or email to your child’s teachers and staff. Our staff have worked
extremely hard this year in providing our students with an exceptional learning
environment and opportunities, as well as accommodating the numerous changes and
challenges resulting from Covid-19, including but not limited to: piloting a new math
curriculum; providing distance learning via Zoom; conducting two after school reading
programs; hosting Battle of the Books, the Heart Challenge; our Book Fair and Super
Sweepers events; conducting science projects, leveraging Bricks, Kids and Gears kits;
growing plants and incubating and hatching eggs; various student recess PE activities
including x-country skiing, fat tire biking, and sledding; supporting our students through
the Anchored4lLife program, and creating our school yearbook.

Office Staff:
Office hours: 8:30-4:00
Admin. Assistant: Mrs. Kim Buskirk (buskirk_kimberly@asdk12.org)
Secretary: Mrs. Allie Paskin (paskin_allison@asdk12.org)
Nurse: Mrs. Amy Hollon (hollon_amy@asdk12.org)







Calendar of Events

May 2021

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
10 11 12 13 14
10a-11a Soaring Eagle
Assembly* -
Bragg, Lundberg
Foust, Weinzirl
2p-3p Soaring Eagle
Assembly -
Hunter, Wade
Blewett, Eicher
17 18 19 20 al
10a-11a Soaring Eagle
Assembly* - 10a-11:30a: Field Day | 10a-11:30a: Field Day
Bennett, Hagen Bragg, Lundberg Hunter, Wade
Watts Foust, Weinzirl —lhm.—. UP* 0“
2p-3p Soaring Eagle 1:15p-2:45p: Field Day | 1:15p-2:45p: Field Day mn_-_ OO_-_

Assembly & 6™ Grade
Celebration™-

MNewsome, Rtichey

W atts, Mewsome
Ritchey

Blewett, Eicher
Bennett, Hagen

*Yearbooks will be signed at the end of the Soaring Eagle Assembly. Pens will be provided.




QOrder your
yearpook today!

Visit ybpay.lifetouch.com
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Asse

You are invited to

all Aurora stude

Friday 14 May
10am-11am: Kindergarten & 1st Grade
2pm-3pm: 2nd & 3rd Grades

Monday 17 May
10am-11am: 4th Grade & Mrs. Watt's class
2pm-3pm: Mr. Newsome & Mr. Ritchey's
classes (includes 6th Grade Celebration!)

Each student will bring home a RSVP form.

Limit of 2 guests per student.

Please return RSVP by Thursday 13 May.
We will be following ASD mitigation plans including
3 feet social distancing and masking.

Please stay home if you are feeling ill.

Follow signs to enter building.
Yearbooks will be distributed and signed at the end of the assembly.



Field Day 2021 is coming!
Mr. Dahl is working hard to create a fun Field Day
that also follows our covid-19 mitigation plans.
He guarantees a GREAT time!

Tuesday 18 May
10-11:30am: Kindergarten & 1st
1:15-2:45pm: 5th & 6th Grades

Wednesday 19 May

10-11:30am: 2nd Grade
1:15-2:45pm: 3rd & 4th Grades

Due to ASD covid-19 mitigation plans, families may not attend field day activities.



Register Returning ASD Students Online!

Returning students can be registered through
Q/ParentConnection for the 2021-22 school
NOW!

* The Online Registration System works best in Chrome/Firefox/Safari browsers.

Families need to wait until August to apply for Free and
Reduced Lunch for the full 2021-22 school year.

Have you moved? Will your children be attending a
different school? You may register online, but please
notify your new school. Elementary school offices will
reopen the last week in July. You will need to provide

proof of residency to your new school.

New-to-District Families
ASD is offering an Online Pre-Enrollment option for
Kindergarten and New-to-District families.
Pre-enrollment starts 15 July.

Check here for the most up-to-date information.


https://parentconnect.asdk12.org/
https://www.asdk12.org/Page/3298
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KEEP ASpP
SYMPTOM FREE

At Home Health Screening for Parents and Guardians

Ask these questions at home before sending students to school. Anyone
who answers “yes” to one or more of these questions must not enter the IR
school or participate in a school sport or activity.

LI N

"
Within the last 10 days, hawve you been diagnosed with

COVID19 or had a positive test for the virus?

|"!lil‘1l1l‘1!i!i!l‘1

"
L]
&
-
™ ™,
Have you had any of these symptoms Do you live in the same
in the last 24 hours? household or have you had
+ Fever (deflned + Body aches close contact in the last 14 days
as a temperature . Muscle aches - P with someone who has tested
ower 100.3F) - Joint pain . positive for COVID-19? Close
» Mew cough . Loss of taste ’ contact counts if you have been
« Mewtrouble ar small . within & feet for more than 15
breathing or Headache : minutes (cumulative ower 24 hrs),
shartness of ) ) * or if someons from public health
breath Y : contacted you to let you know
. Chills - v?m't'”g * you are a contact.
« Might sweats : Dlﬂﬂ"hE'.E . * MNote: If o child or staff member fves
Sore throat = Abdominal pain  |wes with someone siss who wos named
- y as a contact, it is okay for the child or
staff member to go to school. We do
not quarantine contacts of contocts.
5, -
| ]
L "-.,I .
STAY HOME or go home immediataly if the answer is YES to one or maore :
questions abowve. The next step is to call a doctor and consider getting tested L EERER

for COVID-19. Do not go to the doctor's office without calling first. Seek
emargency care immediately for difflculty breathing, chest pain, confusion,
sleapiness, or other severe problems.

Parants / guardians should follow the Return to School Options pathway (sea
revarsa) to determine when to send students back to school. DO NOT sand Anihmngs Sihel Oliitol
student to school with any of the above symptoms. S ——

L. vy www.asdkl2.ong




Return to School Options
For Anyone with COVID-19 Symptoms or

a Positive COVID-19 Test Result:

If vou test positive, stay home for 10 days after yvour first symptom
or positive test, whichever is earlier. After 10 days, you may return
to school when you have not had a fever in 24 hours without fever
reducing medicine, as long as your other symptoms are improving.

If vou test negative, you may return to school once you have not had
a fever in 24 hours without fever reducing medicine as long as your
other symptoms are improving.

If vou do not get a test, stay home for 10 days. You may return after 10
days if you have not had a fever in 24 hours without fever reducing
medicine as long as your other symptoms are improving.

If yvour healthcare provider determines your symptoms are from
something else, you may return to school with a note from your
provider as long as yvou have not had a fever In 24 hours without fever
reducing medicine and your other symptoms are improving.

Content for this Mer borrowed with permission from the Alasko Department of
Educaotion and Eardy Development’s Smart Start 2020 website,

Anchorage School Board: Elisa Vakalis, President

Margo Bellamy Drave Daonleny Alisha Hilds Andy Holleman Starr Marsstt Deana Mitchsa|
Supsrintendeant: Dr. Desna Bishop
@RASD_Info
€ anchorageschooiistrict 9 s (5) AnchoragsSchooiDistict (£ Youlube AnchoragssD

E530 E. Merthern Lights Blvd. | Anchorage, AK 9@9504-3135 | (907 7424000 | wewwasdki2.org




Home& School

'CONNECTION’

Working Together for School Success

| Your childs brain is like a muscle—
the more he uses ir, the stronger it will
become. Suggest that he give his brain
a workout with activities like using his
nondomimant hamd 1o throw a ball or

| tocolor. Learning o speak a foreign
language or play & musical instrumen:
are also known brain boosters,

Chikdren who regu-
larly et meals with
their families tend 1o
do better in school
and avoid risky behavior. Eating dinner
together is great, but other meals count,
o I you work at night, maybe you
could make time for 2 Earndly beealbat,
O om a1 weekend, ry & picnic lunch,
Celebrate progress
| Suggest that your youngster create a
fun reminder of all the things she has
pocomplisbed. Ler her cover a box
with construction paper and label it
"1 did i1 Then, she can write each
spccess (] keameed o add [mctions™)
on a slip of paper and put it in the
| boo, IF she's fecling discouraged, have
| her read the slips.,

[

| Worth quoting

“The best way 1o cheer yourself up is
to try o cheer somebody else upl”
Murk Twain

R JUST FOR FUN_z

Q: Can a kangaroo jump
| higher than the Empire Siate r"?)
Barilding?

Az O course, ['*-,\ 5
The Empire f e
Hate Building { <\q.'_-.
can’t jump! L'H E“EE

100 0 P o e Eckicrvs i i O CCH inconodsscal

i

Aurora Elementary School
Ms. Anna Walker, Principal

Conversations about school

When you think of parent involve-
ment, do you picrure moms and dads
volunteering in classrooms?
Thars one way 1o help—hut
research shows that support-
ing your childs education at
hoane 1% &ven mome 'im]:.u_'lr-
tant. Here are conver-
sation starters that will
help you stay invoheed

Look at completed work 1o
fired oaxt what your voungster is
learning and bow well shek doing, You
could comment on her math work or
social stuwdies project, for instance. (*You
know a loc abourt our states history!™)
Also, respond to notes from her teacher,
and sign ber weekly folder or daily plan-
ner if required.

“Show me what you have for
homeworic” |

1ts vour childs job o do her home-
waork, but you play a role, too. Make

shapes wgether. If she’ lascinated by
how animals adapt w winter, read a
hoak or abserve animals outside ¥

After-school questions

Asking "How was school today?”
might not get you far Instead, ask
questions like these for a better ple-

sure she knows what she’s supposed e of ) .

to dov by having her explain the assign- . ':’--i::m::, :r*t"".lnlgater;jfh:r.

ments to you. After she finishes her 5 TOe Coolest thing that hap-
pened toduy?

homework, glance over the work to
see that its complete,

“Describe a book you enjoyed
today:”

This gives you an idea of what your
youngster prefers vo read, Then, build a
daily reading habit by asking whar she'd
like 1o read tonight, Encourage her read-
ing and liszening skills by reading aloud
to her and lewing her read o vou,

| ®“Pretend you're the eacher, How

[ would you describe

& “VWhan was

the most

creatve thing
| wou did?”

L

| ® “What made

vou laugh?™

today? How was someone kind or
| helpful o you?™ v

| - “How
“Tell me what you learned that were you
you'd lilke to know more abowut”” : Lind or hg|r_.fu]

Use her intereats as jumping-off
points for activities 1o share. If she
likes geometry, you might hunt for




Home & School cormecnion®

What does respect
look like?

Poge 2

want 1o be healthy,
bt 1 love video games.”
Hawe him brainsiorm
other sivuations whene

Your youngsters daily dealings with people have different
sdlts and ki like will be more plessant apiniens bul still speak
if he speaks and acts respectfully. Try these i cach other with
tips for helping him learn about respect. respect.

Respectful replies. Think about some- Everyday acts. When
thing that vou and your youngster disagres on you mow the lawn or
[say, whether his video game time should be chean up after your ‘1"_:'5'
lireired}. Model having a respectful discussion you can teach your child
about respect for neighbors,

about it. You might say that his brain and body
are growing and that he nesds o run and play 1o
stay healthy. Then, suggest a respectful response, such as, *1

Explain thar keeping your
neighborhood clean and neat makes it nice for everyone. Ask
him to think of other respectful things neighbors should do. If
:plj:lu share an apu.rl,ml;'nl hl,.mdr_:,r PR, ke |n1_g'|'|l sy I]'Lal: ¥ou
respect neighbors’ time by removing your clothes when theyre
done so athers get to wse the washers and dryers. ¥

‘."..L'...----vnq.‘_
guT -

SrmmEmEEnnpnnssnnEEREn 5 .
- -

P54
A reading challenge " -
By reading more complex boolks, Strung S-tl.ldy hﬂhiu

vour child can leam new words, facts,
Q2 My third grader has te spend maore

and ideas. He'll also be exposed to more &
complicated plots and will grow as a n time studying this year How can | ke
sure she studies effectively?

reader. Share these suggestions:

#® Knowing something about the topic

or setring makes a tougher book easter A Set your deughier up for success by help-
ing her find a distraction-free study spot. Also. _
have her come wp with a study routine. For instance, she could reserve time: each

to comprehend. IF
Fﬂ:mﬁﬂ evening to review her textbook and notes in the days leading up to a test.
Also, many siudents find it helpful 1o jot down a purpase each time they study.
Your child might write: “1 will learn the definitions of all the holdfaced words in

novel seL in
could ralk | chapter 7, section L7

France, he
= to someone Finally, encourage her to experiment with study stratcgics 1o find what works
w'|'||_1 hi-'!'-bl"fl'l ﬂ'l'.'.:l'!-“.'lr l‘.?ﬂk up ﬂ'l':' coun- hEﬁ[, Eht I:';I"I.:Ill.:l I:'h:l‘-lE her CYES i:l:llllj lmag'lm Ill:il'-'-' 3 "-'!"l:lfli ] EFEIJEI'.'I T I:I'I'II-'I-'II' E._E'I.'.Ill.:l
ery online {try a children site like kids, | With 9 squares 1o solve 3 x 3. Ov she might find it helpful 1o spell or rechie mat
nationalgeographic.com). , facts aloud in rhythm or 1o a familiar tune¥

® Encourage your child o look at a
simpler book on the same subject. A
picture-book biography about Harriet
Tubman may help vour youngster better
understand a rextbook chapter on the

FHQ'E“‘ How to be careful online
YT with my daugh

ter using the internet

Sophie that real-life safety rules apply
online.

civil rights movement, {or instance.

# Supgest that vour child read compli-
cated material with pencil and paper in

hand. He can jot down questions, words

to look up, or facts he wants o learn
tore about, W

o uR FURFPFDZSE

To prowide brasy |I1-Irem:'= with pracrical weas
thal promizae school success. paremt involvement.
a=d mer elleciive paremiimg
Resinesees bod Blisaoms,

a divtson of CCH Incorpoeared
LI H. Ryl Avenue = Froar Boval, WA 23830
BIH0-304-5(132 = rlzcmnomer@welterskhpwer com
wwwrieonime com

I55H 13405621
1 7020 R bor Eucsines, a-disian of CTH inoopcrzied

more for schoolwork, 1 was concerned
she would wander to unsafe sites, We
set up parental controls as her teacher
recommended, and 1 oy 1o

stay nearby when sheks

on the computer.

But my older sister
reminded me that
while supervision is
important, Sophie
needs to learn sale
habits te use on
her own, 5o

explained o

For instance, she shouldn' malk w
strangers or go places shet not allowed.
Belore visiting a new site, she has to
check with me 2o [ can make sure

ivs appropriate. And just as in
real life, she needs 1o 1ell me
right away il a stranger

tries o contact her or if
she sees something con-
fusing or upsetting.

1 feel better that
Sophie has ground rles,
and 1 am going to keep
this conversation going. %



s Kindergarteners

learned about the lifecycle

of butterflies.

Aurora’

Release day

was so much fun!




