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Dear Families, 
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of the 2020-2021 school year. I would like to
express my sincere gratitude for all your support to our staff this year, and for being
diligent in following ASD's guidelines with respect to our Covid protocols. Our school's
Covid mitigation strategies worked well because everyone did their best in keeping our
students and community safe and healthy, and as a result our school had minimal
interruptions to our in-person learning. 

As our students complete our spring MAP and FastBridge assessments, we are reviewing
our students’ academic growth data. This data shows as a whole, Aurora's students made
incredible academic progress between January and May this year. This is the result of our
teachers and staff providing rigorous instruction in the classrooms and closing the
learning gap that resulted from the onset of the pandemic. 

This is School Staff Appreciation week. If you have a chance, please consider sending a
Thank You note or email to your child’s teachers and staff. Our staff have worked
extremely hard this year in providing our students with an exceptional learning
environment and opportunities, as well as accommodating the numerous changes and
challenges resulting from Covid-19, including but not limited to: piloting a new math
curriculum; providing distance learning via Zoom; conducting two after school reading
programs; hosting Battle of the Books, the Heart Challenge; our Book Fair and Super
Sweepers events; conducting science projects, leveraging Bricks, Kids and Gears kits;
growing plants and incubating and hatching eggs; various student recess PE activities
including x-country skiing, fat tire biking, and sledding; supporting our students through
the Anchored4Life program, and creating our school yearbook. 
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Breakfast/Drop Off Start - 9:20am
1st Bell - 9:35am

Ready to learn - 9:45am
Release - 3:15pm

Office Staff:
Office hours: 8:30-4:00

Admin. Assistant: Mrs. Kim Buskirk (buskirk_kimberly@asdk12.org)
Secretary: Mrs. Allie Paskin (paskin_allison@asdk12.org)
Nurse: Mrs. Amy Hollon (hollon_amy@asdk12.org)



As more Covid related restrictions are lifted, we are excited to be able to celebrate our students'
success this year with our Soaring Eagles assemblies and other activities. Please see our
upcoming events below:  
 
Soaring Eagles assembly: 
May 14th 10:00 – 11:00 – Grades K-1 
May 14th 2:00 – 3:00 – Grades 2-3
May 17th 10:00 – 11:00 – 4th grade classes and Mrs. Watt’s class 
May 17th 2:00 – 3:00 – 6th grade 
More information about our assemblies will be sent home on Friday. 

Arbor Day:  
May 18th – 10:00 – 11:00 – Mrs. Eicher’s class 

Field Day:
May 18th 10:00 – 11:30, Grades K - 1 
May 18th 1:15 – 2:45 – Grades 5 - 6 
May 19th 10:00 – 11:30 – Grade 2 
May 19th 1:15 – 2:45 – Grades 3-4 

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Anna Walker
Principal
Aurora Elementary School

 

Aurora Teachers and Staff support the 
American Heart Association's Kids Heart Challenge



Calendar of Events



Forget to
 order a yearbook? 

We have a lim
ited number left t

o purchase. 

Cost: $
15 cash only to the offic

e 

by 5/13 or until s
upplies run out.

 

Yearbooks will b
e distributed at 

Soaring Eagle Assemblies for signing.



Soaring Eagle

Assembly
You are invited to celebrate

all Aurora students!
Friday 14 May

10am-11am: Kindergarten & 1st Grade
2pm-3pm: 2nd & 3rd Grades

Monday 17 May
10am-11am: 4th Grade & Mrs. Watt's class
2pm-3pm: Mr. Newsome & Mr. Ritchey's
classes (includes 6th Grade Celebration!)

Each student will bring home a RSVP form.
Limit of 2 guests per student.

Please return RSVP by Thursday 13 May.
We will be following ASD mitigation plans including 

3 feet social distancing and masking. 
Please stay home if you are feeling ill.

Follow signs to enter building. 
Yearbooks will be distributed and signed at the end of the assembly.



Field Day 2021 is coming! 
Mr. Dahl is working hard to create a fun Field Day

that also follows our covid-19 mitigation plans. 
He guarantees a GREAT time!

Tuesday 18 May
10-11:30am: Kindergarten & 1st
1:15-2:45pm: 5th & 6th Grades

Wednesday 19 May
10-11:30am: 2nd Grade

1:15-2:45pm: 3rd & 4th Grades

Due to ASD covid-19 mitigation plans, families may not attend field day activities.



Register Returning ASD Students Online!

Returning students can be registered through
Q/ParentConnection for the 2021-22 school  

NOW!
* The Online Registration System works best in Chrome/Firefox/Safari browsers.

Families need to wait until August to apply for Free and
Reduced Lunch for the full 2021-22 school year.

Have you moved? Will your children be attending a
different school? You may register online, but please
notify your new school. Elementary school offices will
reopen the last week in July. You will need to provide

proof of residency to your new school.

New-to-District Families
ASD is offering an Online Pre-Enrollment option for

Kindergarten and New-to-District families. 
Pre-enrollment starts 15 July.

Check here for the most up-to-date information.

https://parentconnect.asdk12.org/
https://www.asdk12.org/Page/3298




Aurora Elementary is proud to be the first school in
Alaska to partner with the Anchored4Life!

This club will make a significant difference in military and
civilian children's’ lives by offering positive support,

teaching life skills, and providing resources as they face
many unique challenges. Anchored4Life will provide

transition and resiliency life skills to students, families
and staff. 

We are excited to offer activity kits to students and
families for incoming and exiting students, deployment,

return from deployment, grief and divorce. 
Please let Nurse Amy or the office staff know if your

family is experiencing any of these transitions and we will
get you the appropriate kit. 

Fall seven times, stand up eight. 
- Japanese Proverb



 
 
 

Thank you to the nearly 50 students and their
families that picked up trash around 

Aurora Elementary! 
This was the best turnout ever! 

 
Congratulations to Kiera S. and Lily A. for each

winning a door prize for a $50 gift card to 
Fred Meyers! 

 

 











Aurora's Kindergarteners
learned about the lifecycle
of butterflies. Release day

was so much fun!


