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You can access further reviews on most of these titles on Novelist – part of the Digital 
Pipeline – https://lam.alaska.gov/sled/home 
 
 

Listed below are the summaries for 
the Battle of the Books titles. For 
reviews on fictional titles, visit 
https://lam.alaska.gov/sled/home 
For additional information on Battle 
of the Books and for the OFFICIAL 
BOOKMARK (August 1), visit the 
Alaska Association of School 
Librarians (AkASL) webpage. ASD 
Board Policy requires that 
summaries be given to all 
participants prior to participation. 
 

 
Call of the Wild 
By Jack London 
The adventures of an unusual dog, part 
St. Bernard, part Scotch shepherd, that 
is forcibly taken to the Klondike gold 
fields where he eventually becomes 
the leader of a wolf pack. 
 
Crossover 
By Kwame Alexander 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball 
stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with 
highs and lows on and off the court as 
their father ignores his declining 
health. 
 
Greenglass House 
By Kate Milford 
It's wintertime at Greenglass House. 
The creaky smuggler's inn is always 
quiet during this season, and twelve-
year-old Milo, the innkeepers' adopted 
son, plans to spend his holidays 
relaxing. But on the first icy night of 
vacation, out of nowhere, the guest 
bell rings. Then rings again. And 
again. Soon Milo's home is bursting 
with odd, secretive guests, each one 
bearing a strange story that is 
somehow connected to the rambling 
old house. As objects go missing and 
tempers flare, Milo and Meddy, the 
cook's daughter, must decipher clues 
and untangle the web of deepening 
mysteries to discover the truth about 
Greenglass House and themselves. 
 
 

Greetings From Witness Protection! 
By Jake Burt 
Thirteen-year-old Nicki Demere is an 
orphan and a kleptomaniac, making 
her the perfect girl to portray the 
Trevors' daughter in witness 
protection, but she soon learns that the 
biggest threat to her new family's 
security comes from her own past. 
 
I Will Always Write Back 
By Caitlin Alifirenka 
It started as an assignment. Everyone 
in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown 
student somewhere in a distant place. 
All the other kids picked countries like 
France or Germany, but when Caitlin 
saw Zimbabwe written on the board, it 
sounded like the most exotic place she 
had ever heard of -- so she chose it. 
Martin was lucky to even receive a 
pen pal letter. There were only ten 
letters, and forty kids in his class. But 
he was the top student, so he got the 
first one. That letter was the beginning 
of a correspondence that spanned six 
years and changed two lives. 
 
Illegal 
By Eoin Colfer 
Ebo is alone. His brother, Kwame, has 
disappeared, and Ebo knows it can 
only be to attempt the hazardous 
journey to Europe, and a better life, 
the same journey their sister set out on 
months ago. But Ebo refuses to be left 
behind in Ghana. He sets out after 
Kwame and joins him on the quest to 
reach Europe. Ebo's epic journey takes 
him across the Sahara Desert to the 
dangerous streets of Tripoli, and 
finally out to the merciless sea. But 
with every step he holds on to his 
hope for a new life, and a reunion with 
his family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mysterious Benedict Society 
By Trenton Stewart 
After passing a series of mind-bending 
tests, four children are selected for a 
secret mission that requires them to go 
undercover at the Learning Institute 
for the Very Enlightened, where the 
only rule is that there are no rules. 
 
Recruit 
By Chris Bradford 
As the son of a British bodyguard who 
sacrificed his life in the line of duty, 
teenage kickboxing champion Connor 
Reeves is proud to join the ranks of a 
top-secret young bodyguard squad, but 
his first assignment, to guard the First 
Daughter, may test his limits. 
 
Stargirl 
By Jerry Spinelli 
In this story about the perils of 
popularity, the courage of 
nonconformity, and the thrill of first 
love, an eccentric student named 
Stargirl changes Mica High School 
forever. 
 
Wolf Hollow 
By Lauren Wolk 
Growing up in the shadows cast by 
two world wars, Annabelle has lived a 
mostly quiet, steady life in her small 
Pennsylvania town. Until the day new 
student Betty Glengarry walks into her 
class. Betty quickly reveals herself to 
be cruel and manipulative, and while 
her bullying seems isolated at first, 
things quickly escalate, and reclusive 
World War I veteran Toby becomes a 
target of her attacks. While others 
have always seen Toby's strangeness, 
Annabelle knows only kindness. Soon, 
she will need to find the courage to 
stand as a lone voice of justice as 
tensions mount. 
 
 
 


