2020-2021
Electives
All electives are subject to change

Hello!
What are you interested in? What classes are you thinking of
taking next year? How will you expand your learning?
Scroll through for elective options.

***Note that electives are always subject to change. ***
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MUSIC
Begich Music Students will learn to read music and use
skills appropriate for their chosen instrument. Skills will
be developed through group rehearsal and individual
practice. Students will perform both in groups and
individually. We will perform music from a variety of
cultures and periods throughout history. Students will
need to attend evening concerts and wear a designated
uniform for those concerts.
All 6th graders are encouraged to try a music class.
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CHOIR-Year LONG Class
Beginning Choir-Grade 6, 7
This course is for students with little or no music experience. Fundamentals of choral music will be stressed,
including note reading, part singing, interpretation, individual and group response to direction and basics of
vocal technique.
Intermediate Choir-Grade 6, 7, 8
Prerequisites: Beginning Choir / director approval
As a sequel to Beginning Chorus, this course is for students with previous choral training. An emphasis will be
placed on vocal technique and a wide variety of choral literature. Several required performances include
school concerts and district festivals.
Advanced Choir-Grade 7, 8
Prerequisites: Audition / director approval
This course is for students with previous training in the fundamentals of choral music. It will involve further
study of vocal technique with emphasis on individual and group. Public performances will be required.
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BAND-Year Long class
Beginning Band-Grade 6
Beginning band is for students who wish to learn the fundamentals of music through playing a wind or percussion
instrument. Correct breathing, tonguing, posture, proper care of the instrument and reading musical notation will be
learned in a large group setting.
Intermediate Band-Grade 6, 7, 8 Prerequisites: Audition / director approval
This course is for students who wish to develop their performance skills beyond the beginning level. Students will encounter a
continuation of skills and fundamentals from beginning band with increasing emphasis on better tone production, good intonation,
refinement of muscular coordination, experimentation in small ensembles, and memorization of scales in basic keys.
Responsibilities of the individual within the large music ensemble will be stressed. Public performances will be required.

Advanced Band-Grade 7, 8 Prerequisites: Audition / director approval
This course is for students who wish to develop their performance skills beyond intermediate band (level 1).
Responsibili ties of the individual within the large music ensemble will be stressed. Public performances will be
required.
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Orchestra-year long class
Beginning Orchestra-Grade 6, 7
Beginning orchestra is for students who wish to learn the fundamentals of music through playing an orchestra
instrument (i.e. violin, viola, cello, bass). Basic left and right hand techniques, proper care of the instrument, and
reading musical notation will be learned in a large group setting. Limited public performances may be required.
Intermediate Orchestra- Grade 6, 7, 8-Prerequisites: Audition / director approval
This course is for students who wish to develop their performance skills beyond a fundamental level. Students will encounter a
continuation of skills and fundamentals from beginning orchestra with increasing emphasis on better tone production, good
intonation, refinement of muscular coordination, experimentation in small ensembles, and memorization of scales in basic keys.
Responsibilities of the individual within the large music ensemble will be stressed. Public performances will be required.

Advanced Orchestra-Grade 7,8 Prerequisites: Audition/director approval
This course is for students who wish to develop their performance skills beyond intermediate orchestra (level 1).
Students will continue development of all skills taught in intermediate orchestra (level 1). Responsibilities of the
individual within the large music ensemble will be stressed. Public performances will be required.
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World Languages-year long c

Spanish A-Grade 6, 7
Students are active participants in learning
experiences which encourage confidence and
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and
writing of Spanish. Units of study integrate the
culture of countries where Spanish is spoken and
introduce meaningful vocabulary centered around
thematic topics such as school, city and family life,
body, food, clothing, numbers, telling time, place,
and sports. Basic grammatical structures are
introduced to support the developing writing skills.
Spanish B-Grade 7, 8 Prerequisite:Spanish A
Students continue to develop and expand their
proficiency skills in listening, speaking, reading and
writing of Spanish with more indepth study of the
Hispanic/Latino culture.
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Chinese A-Grade 6,7
Do you enjoy exploring a culture new to you but that
really is very old? Do you want to use more parts of
the brain than are required for other languages?
Chinese language skills open up for you just over
1.3 billion people across China and give you access
to communicate with many people, not just in Asia
but across the world.
Chinese B-Grade 7, 8 Prerequisite: Chinese A.
Students continue to develop and expand their
proficiency skills in listening, speaking, reading and
writing of Chinese with more indepth study of the
Chinese culture.
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6th grade students may
have an opportunity to be
in an exploratory series.
Students do not need to
select which options they
would prefer. The options
will be paired by the
master schedule.
Each class will be a
quarter or semester long
and may include (but are
not limited to) the
following.

Computer skills
Spanish
Chinese
Art
Applied Technology
Literature Recreational Reading
Math Art
Family and Consumer Science
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Applied technology
6th Grade is a quarter length course that will focus mainly on developing safe practice in a shop setting and
building important basic skills such as measurement. Students will have the opportunity to learn a variety of
skills, such as how to safely operate basic shop tools such as the Band Saw and Scroll Saw. Other activities
may include computer programming, rocketry and aerodynamics, 3D design, engineering and structures.
7th Grade is a semester length course that will cover several different topics. Seventh graders will have the
opportunity to learn about the design and modeling process through Project Lead the Way curriculum.
Through PLTW students will be introduced to 3D printing, Adobe design software, and how to create projects
using the CNC router (Carvey) machines. In addition to PLTW, students will learn about the engineering
design process, rockets and aviation, structure design, aerodynamics, and how to safely use the power tools
in the workshop to create projects like CO2 dragsters
8th Grade is a semester length course that will have its main focus in the workshop. Along with the computer
aided design and creation of projects using laser engravers and CNC routers, students will learn how to use
hand tools to construct larger woodworking projects such as nickel hockey boards, picnic tables, chicken
coops, and of course CO2 dragsters
Applied Technology is a fun hands on, activity based class.
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More options….

App Creators-Grade 8
Have you ever wondered how mobile apps are created? Students learn computer science skills in order to create
mobile apps. In this, students are provided opportunities for self-expression. Teams identify a personal or community
problem that can be solved with a mobile app solution. The problem can address issues such as health and wellness,
the environment, school culture, emergency preparedness, education, community service—the options are only limited
by imagination.
Computer Skills-Grade 6
Students will learn several basic computer skills that will be useful to them as continue through middle and even high
school. Typing skills are emphasized, but are supplemented with projects that teach students how to animate (while
learning the Google platform), how to navigate Google Earth, how to use Adobe Photoshop, how to use GarageBand,
etc.
Computer-Grade 7, 8
Beginning JavaScript: Students will be introduced to the programming language JavaScript. Learning the basics of
JavaScript will prepare them to create online webpages, games and programs.
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Debate-Grade 7, 8

Family and Consumer ScienceGrade 7,8

In this class, we examine issues
impacting our schools, communities, and
the world. The end goal is to be able to
have well-informed debates about these
topics. It's a great class for students who
like to argue!

Hands-on and project-based learning
including but not limited to: sewing skills,
foods/cooking exploration labs, &
introduction to basic finances.
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School Business Partnership-Grade 7-8

Yearbook-Grade 7,8

This class is one where students get
real-life job experience. Students learn what
it means to be a good employee, how to
write a professional resume, experience a
real-life interview, and work a job at Begich.
Jobs include working in the cafe, running
the recycling program, and coordinating
ways to serve our community and generate
school spirit. *requires application*

This open elective course provides
experience in design, preparation,
production and finance of the school
yearbook, with emphasis on photography,
copy writing and layout. This course
demands student responsibility in order to
meet publisher’s deadlines. Students
should expect to spend time outside class
on this activity. *requires application*
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Dance-Grade 7,8
This course is designed as an introduction to
movement, dance elements and the creative
aspects of dance. Students explore various
styles of dance through a unit approach and
collaborate on a variety of student
choreography projects. The development of
muscular strength, flexibility, agility, balance,
body alignment and an understanding of
rhythm are approached through combined
warmup and dance technique segments. In
addition, students study health related fitness
concepts and basic nutrition principles as they
relate to dance.

Social Studies Special Topics-Grade 7,8
This class looks at events and time periods of
history that you may have wondered about but
didn’t have a chance to explore. Some of the
mysteries are in the history while others are
mysteries simply because we wonder if they
are real or mythical. Topics include, but are not
limited to Dinosaurs, Ancient Civilizations
(Greece, Egypt, Rome, Maya, Inca), the Middle
Ages, Robin Hood, King Arthur, Pirates, Wild
West America, Titanic, Jack the Ripper, the
Mafia of early 1900s, Bigfoot, Area 51, Space
Exploration.
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Art-Grade 6,7,8
In this exploratory class we will be doing a little bit of everything: clay, painting, drawing, and sculpture.
The program encompasses the four components of visual arts education using the elements and
principles of design as a point of departure.
Literature Recreational Reading-Grade 6,7
Recreational reading is an elective which provides students with any opportunity to explore different
literary genres of interest. Students will regularly engage in self-selected independent reading as well as
being asked to write briefly about what they are reading. Selected will be chosen by students and will
include more texts than pictures.
Math Art-Grade 6
Explore the wonder and beauty of our intricately designed world through geometric investigation and
construction. Math and Art are found throughout the natural world. The snowflake is just one example.
In this class you will explore geometric concepts, creating tessellations, geometry constructions with rulers,
compasses and protractors, as well as create with Origami and String Art Design.
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Don’t forget to fill out
your elective request
Google Form!
Links on website or shared on canvas by social
studies
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