
 
Mears Middle School 

Panther Pride News 
Respect, Responsibility, Creativity, and Academic Excellence 
 

 
 

Friday, September 25, 2020 
 

 

Teacher Leaders Shine at Open House 

 
Yesterday evening, Mears hosted a Virtual Family Open House, which featured 

presentations by school administrators and office staff, the PTSA President, and, most 
notably, Mears’ incredible department chairs teacher leaders.  If you missed the event, 

don’t worry.  Thanks to ASD’s IT staff, we have a video recording for you to watch.  Enjoy!   
 

Topic: Mears Family Open House 
Thursday, Sept. 24, 6:30-7:30pm 

Meeting Recording Link: 
https://asdk12.zoom.us/rec/share/q0l_4RIojW2YGRDQkNpaa20m36GtyY16-RKIITOktlBFA3G2-bH

nMI_pGXtd49A.v1KWOjzy4m12kwNP 
Access Passcode: eF0vdL.?  (Note: There is a "." after the "L") 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fasdk12.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2Fq0l_4RIojW2YGRDQkNpaa20m36GtyY16-RKIITOktlBFA3G2-bHnMI_pGXtd49A.v1KWOjzy4m12kwNP&data=02%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7Cbc130620060848bad9eb08d861769b3d%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637366509323782932&sdata=QOsiZi0IlWk8pB5yFMT2lq6d7JMyzelmjOMzb%2BT%2FbSI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fasdk12.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2Fq0l_4RIojW2YGRDQkNpaa20m36GtyY16-RKIITOktlBFA3G2-bHnMI_pGXtd49A.v1KWOjzy4m12kwNP&data=02%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7Cbc130620060848bad9eb08d861769b3d%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637366509323782932&sdata=QOsiZi0IlWk8pB5yFMT2lq6d7JMyzelmjOMzb%2BT%2FbSI%3D&reserved=0


Teams Host Schoolwide Gatherings 

 
Congratulations to all six of Mears Collaborative Teams--Blackstone, Eklutna, Surprise, 
Echo, Muir, and Raven--who hosted highly successful team gatherings this last 
Wednesday.  Approximately half the student body attended these fun, interactive virtual 
events.  Considering that Wednesdays are currently non-instructional days, this shows an 
extremely high level of student engagement.  Special thanks goes out to all the teachers 
and staff who organized  

 
Wall of Gratitude 

 
 
 
During Team Eklutna’s Team Gathering 
this week, teachers introduced The Wall 
of Gratitude, which gave students the 
opportunity to share things that they 
are thankful for.  You can see from their 
input that despite the challenges we 
face currently there is much to be 
grateful for...puppies, friends, family, 
community, even chickens! 

 



Check Out Mears Team Videos! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This last week, Mears teachers and staff had 
a great time producing this collection of 
Team Videos.  In lieu of meeting in-person 
with your teachers in classrooms during a 
traditional Open House, Mears staff decided 
to introduce themselves digitally.  Special 
thanks to Mears Librarian, Ms. Heather 
Fleming, who created this webpage to 
showcase this video collection.  
 
 
 

Mears Open House 
Team Videos 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay Informed and Get Involved 
 
Teachers and Staff 
 
Monday/Sept. 21 -- ​No Staff Meeting 
Tuesday/Sept. 22 -- Planning and CT before and after school 
Wednesday/Sept. 23 -- Staff Meeting 8:00-9:00am, CT Leaders 
10:30am-12:00pm  
Thursday/Planning and CT before and after school  
Friday/Planning and CT before and after school   

https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/mearsopenhouse/home
https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/mearsopenhouse/home


Parents and Families  
 
Saturday/Sept. 26 --  Flu Shots at ASD Ed Center, 8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday/Sept. 30 -- Flu Shots at ASD Ed Center, 8:00am-8:00pm 
Friday/Oct. 16 -- End of First Quarter 
Monday/Oct. 19 -- Second Quarter Begins  
  
  
Important Updates: 
 
Mears Family Outreach Form 
 

 
Mears Parents and Families can use this form to communicate any questions, concerns, or 
feedback you have about the 2020-21 school year.  We will make sure to respond to each 
query within the next couple of days either by phone or email.  We deeply value the 
strong partnership we share with each of our families.  Go Panthers!  --Eric 
Mears Family Outreach Form 
 
Calling Student Leaders! 
 
Are you interested in developing your leadership skills? Are you interested in working 
with others to help make Mears the best school it can be?  Mears is now accepting 
applications for Student Advisory Board, 2020-21. 
 
Use this link to submit your application now:  
Mears Student Advisory Board Application, 2020-21  

https://forms.gle/sHajVbjPwVWPXEgJ9
https://forms.gle/TWqVqkSh7EfdAxat6


Deadline Extended to Oct. 9: 
Student Team Clothing Design Contest 

 
 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to 
enter the design contest for Mears 
Teams clothing and swag!  Artwork is due 
by the end of September and should be 
submitted to Mears PTSA.  Designs will 
be used for each team’s t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, and other items.   
 
 
 

 
Free Flu Immunizations for All ASD Students 

 
 



Join Mears READS Book Club 
 
 
 
 
The first meeting will be on Wednesday, 
October 7, 2020 at 1PM through Zoom.  
Access Zoom links, discussions, activities, 
participate in the leaderboard, earn badges 
and more by joining the Mears Middle 
School Battle of the Books Canvas course. 
There won’t be assignments or lessons, I 
promise.  Use the link below to join: 

https://asdk12.instructure.com/enroll/NXKT7C 
 
Contact Ms. Heather Fleming at ​fleming_heather@asdk12.org​ if you are interested in 
joining this great group of readers! 
 
 
Need Assistance at Mears?  

 
 
 
 
 
Mears 
Counseling  
 
Counselor 
Help Ticket 
Link 
 
 
 
 

https://asdk12.instructure.com/enroll/NXKT7C
mailto:fleming_heather@asdk12.org
https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4978
https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4978
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWQXa7VG-HKvZDCFZRW4O_r19ZS2pcE2ZMbu8G4fX7qEKZBg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWQXa7VG-HKvZDCFZRW4O_r19ZS2pcE2ZMbu8G4fX7qEKZBg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWQXa7VG-HKvZDCFZRW4O_r19ZS2pcE2ZMbu8G4fX7qEKZBg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


 

  

 
Help Mears Become A School of Excellence 
for Four Years in a Row! 

 
 
Please fill out the survey so Mears and PTSA can continue to work together to make 

Mears the best school anywhere! ​https://forms.gle/YNXRtuRvaruBA6tP7 

https://forms.gle/YNXRtuRvaruBA6tP7


 
Be Sure to Join Mears PTSA 

 
Mears PTSA is one of only 
two schools in the state of 
Alaska recognized as a PTA 
School of Excellence.  The 
PTSA received this award 
due to its active and 
involved membership and 
close working relationship 
with school staff.  Please, if 
you have not done so 
already, sign up and 
become a member of this 
vital organization.  Mears 
students and staff benefit 
tremendously from the 
work done by the PTSA. 
www.MearsPTSA.com  

 
 

 
 
PTSA Leadership Wanted 
We are still on the hunt for 2020/2021 Board members. President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer.   
www.MearsPTSA.com  Follow us on Facebook 
 
 

http://www.mearsptsa.com/
http://www.mearsptsa.com/


    
 

● Membership drive now through September 30th. Win a Gift card or Mears Gear 
 

Everyone that becomes a ​P​arent,​T ​eacher, ​S ​tudent, ​A ​ssociation Supporting Member 
by Sept 30 will be entered into a drawing. Membership is $10. 

 
Prize: 
Parents/Guardians 1- $50 Gift Card 
Students $50 Mears Gear of their choice 
Teachers/Staff 1- $50 Gift Card 
 
Sign up at ​www.MearsPTSA.com 

 
 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 
 
Do you enjoy art, music, and dance or have an interest in writing, 
producing films, and taking photos? Then join us and have fun 
unleashing your inner artist with PTA Reflections! This year’s 
theme, “I Matter Because...,” calls for your own unique 
interpretation through the arts. 

 
Pick up submission guidelines and an entry form today from www.MearsPTSA.com and 
return by ​November 10, 2020. Submit digital copies of all entries to 
MearsMS.PTSA@gmail.com ​. Save original work for us to collect at a later time  
 
Divisions: Film Production, Visual Arts, Dance Choreographer, Music Composition, Special 
Artist,  Photography, Cultural Dance, and STEAM.  
 
Student Entry Forms are found at ​www.MearsPTSA.com 
 
For inspiration, visit the Reflections virtual art gallery and learn more about prizes and 
scholarships at PTA.org/Reflections/Awards. 

We’re on Facebook ​   

http://www.mearsptsa.com/
mailto:MearsMS.PTSA@gmail.com
http://www.mearsptsa.com/
http://www.facebook.com/mearsptsa


 

Visit the School Store on Wednesdays 
Mears PTSA will be open outdoors on the east side of Mears every Wednesday 10-2. 
Weather permitting. Call the office if you’re unsure if we’re set up.  School Store is open. 
Orders clothes online or stop by  ​www.MearsPTSA.com 
 

 
Mears PTSA has had to slim down its budget due to school buildings being closed. The 
PTSA supports many events and grant programs at Mears and will continue to support 
them this year, even if they are held virtually.  We ask that you continue to support the 
PTSA. To help, you can donate or purchase spirit wear.  
 
Orders purchased by Wednesday will be ready for pick up on Friday between 8:45 and 2 
pm.  

 
  
Masks are available online. 
 
School Supply Kits are still available. 
$30-$65. 

http://www.mearsptsa.com/


 
 

 
Teachers on Team Blackstone lead a discussion of “Good Things” during Wednesday’s Team Gathering. 

 

________________________________________________________________  
  

Mears Middle School Mission 
Through teamwork and cooperation, all students become partners in their own educational progress, 

fostering self-respect, responsibility and integrity.  
  

Mears Middle School Website 
 

https://www.asdk12.org/mears

