
News From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the NestNews From the Nest
APRIL 3RD, 2023APRIL 3RD, 2023

eaglets to eagles we soar on the wings

of knowledge

campbell's corner
Dear Eagle River Families,

As I am typing this newsletter in the sun, my �ngers are crossed that Spring may have actually
sprung! We appreciate you sending appropriate outdoor clothing for recess so students can
stay dry and enjoy their outdoor play. Water protected clothing is always a good idea when
spring arrives as this process is very wet.

Today marks the �rst day of the state AK Star testing for grades 3-6. We are hoping for healthy
students and very few absences. A good night’s sleep and breakfast will get them off to the
right start. We know our students are prepared to do their best! Thank you for partnering with
us to support our students and teachers during what can be a very stressful time. Thank you
to our business partner Subway, who will be treating the students participating in state AK Star
testing with a subway sandwich the �rst day of testing.

Do you have an incoming kindergartener or know an Eagle River family who does? If you have
an incoming kindergarten student, please indicate so on the Student Placement Survey that
was sent home with your child. If you know of a family who has an incoming kindergartner
that doesn’t have a student currently attending Eagle River, please encourage them to call the
front o�ce for registration details.

When the sidewalks begin peeking out from underneath the snow, students start itching to ride
bicycles to school. We are asking that families wait until we announce that bicycles are
allowed at school before allowing students to ride to school. A helmet is required, and locks
are highly encouraged to avoid theft. The school is not responsible for missing bicycles. Stay
tuned!

Reminder that we do not have supervision until 8:35am in the morning. Please do not drop off
your student until then. If your child walks to school, please make sure they are leaving at a



time that will get them to school after 8:35. With the increased light, we are starting to see
students arriving earlier and earlier.

Please let me know if you have any comments, questions, or concerns. I would be happy to
assist you.

Happy April!
Dawn Campbell

eres monthly calendars
Attached to this newsletter is a detailed calendar for April. There are several events with times
as well as after school clubs, scheduled events, closure dates, and more. Please pay close
attention and mark your personal calendars with these important dates.

ere fundraiser kick off
We are excited for our �rst ever ERE Fun Run Fundraiser! We we will be using the funds for
�eld trips, buses, gardening supplies, and PE, STEM and Music needs. This is an online
fundraiser and the best part is it can be shared with family and friends near and far. We
appreciate all of your support!



ERES FUN RUN - DONATE HERE!ERES FUN RUN - DONATE HERE!

wall of honor - we need your pictures!
April is "Month of the Military Child" and in recognition, we are creating a Wall of Honor. We
will be showcasing the military family members of our students and staff. You can submit
photos by e-mailing the front o�ce staff, your child's teacher or sending in a photos(s) with a
sentence telling us who is in the photo and their military branch and we will print them and add
them to our board. We are looking forward to celebrating our military children and families!

https://app.99pledges.com/fund/ERES


field trip payments
We need your help! We have over $300 in �eld trip funds that are owed to the school. As a
school we are required to prepay the �eld trip invoices in order to hold seats for students and
parents and then we are reimbursed when you pay through parent connect or when chaperones
pay with cash to the front o�ce. We have asked teachers to reach out to parents with
outstanding balances. If you are experiencing hardship with paying for the �eld trip, please
communicate this with your child's teacher. Any unreimbursed funds come form our already
limited teachers supply budget. Thank you!

ak star testing
2023 AK STAR and Alaska Science Assessment

Each spring, Alaskan students are provided an opportunity to show what they know. When
students show what they know, teachers and parents can partner to promote student success.
The State of Alaska Department of Education has partnered with NWEA to align and connect
the English language arts (ELA) and mathematics tests with the MAP Growth benchmark
assessments students take in fall and winter.
This balanced assessment system targets instruction to better support meeting students’
individual learning needs. In addition, students will take only one assessment per content area
(ELA and math) and be provided two scores as follows:

1. Summative assessment result at grade-level
2. MAP Growth interim benchmark result , including growth from fall to spring

AK STAR, the Alaska System of Academic Readiness, is comprised of English language arts
and mathematics and is administered to students in grades 3-9. The Alaska Science
Assessment is administered to students in grades 5, 8 and 10. The purpose of a large-scale,
summative assessment is to provide parents and schools an overall picture of a student’s
progress in meeting the Alaska standards at grade level.
Parents can locate resources for AK STAR test and the Alaska Science Assessment, including
directions for Student Readiness (Practice Tests and Tutorials), student testing times and
general assessment information on the ASD website at https://www.asdk12.org/akstar.
Parents can also help by ensuring their children are well rested, eat a nutritious breakfast, and
are at school on time for the days of testing. Please avoid scheduling appointments on your
child’s testing days.
The ASD AK STAR and Alaska Science Assessment testing window allows for school
assessment scheduling �exibility. Students! We will be testing the next two weeks until April
14th. Make-up testing will be through April 28th.

parent input for placement

Attached to this newsletter is an input form for neighborhood K-6 class placement for next
year. Teachers are sending home a paper copy for you to �ll out. Please indicate if your child

https://www.asdk12.org/akstar


is returning and anything you would like for us to consider when creating classes. Please do
not request speci�c teachers.

pto - are you interested?
We would love to get a PTO (similar to a PTA) up and running here at ERE! This will take some
time and commitment, but the pay off will be worth the hard work. I am willing to help get a
PTO up and running. Please let me know by reaching out to the front o�ce by phone or by e-
mailing me at campbell_dawn@asdk12.org before April 14th. Thank you!
Dawn Campbell

yearbook cover contest and orders
Calling all 6th grade students! Our yearbook cover contest is open and we are excited to see
the entries this year. The contest is open to 6th graders only. We will select a design for the
front and the back and all other entries will be featured inside. See below for information and
attached �ier. We will be sending home yearbook order forms by the end of the week. Keep
your eyes open!

*The yearbook cover contest is open to 6th graders only.
*All submissions are due April 21st. No exceptions!
*Designs must be on white 8.5x11in. unlined paper
*Must be full color and outlined with black
*Your cover must have Eagle River Elementary and 2022-2023 included somewhere in your
design
*The cover design can be anything you want but should represent our school in some way!

kids don't float

We were very thankful for the Kids Don't Float Program to come and share with us how to be
safe on boats and around the water. The students came up with great questions and enjoyed
practicing their cold-water survival skills. We have also spent some time doing �oor hockey
this past month. In the next couple weeks, we will be �nishing up some of our last units and
preparing our students for �eld day games.

Hopefully the snow can start melting quick so we can get some time outside on our �eld
before the school year ends. Thanks for all your support and let me know if you have any
questions or concerns.

Thanks,
Coach Fullmer

mailto:campbell_dawn@asdk12.org


eres food pantry
Did you know that we have our very own food pantry here at Eagle River Elementary? If you
should ever �nd yourself in need of food support, please do not hesitate to reach out to Blake
Beatty. She would love to help you and your family! beatty_blake@asdk12.org

https://cdn.smore.com/u/e461/ed05db248db8fd19f5fbaaa9fda724e6.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/e6fc/91fe4883285b9b55b48074e1d1cb8c53.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/d4dc/48b3c4acf5734c38e6b6e9b0b24a26ca.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/e293/5832f7406652895d0dd07a0b80f553c2.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/0401/c32f543d620d862042f4da5da25ebf46.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/eb3c/09f49c592769290f31f2dce76564bb1d.jpeg
mailto:beatty_blake@asdk12.org


neighborhood kindergarten families

If you have the capacity to help us stock the shelves, we so greatly appreciate you helping our
Eagles soar.

pet pals & leprechaun traps
Last week Mr. Dan and Gracie visited some of our classes, including Mrs. Hemphill's. Our
students always love when they come to visit! Mrs. Hemphill's class also built intricate
contraptions in attempt to catch a leprechaun on St. Patrick's Day. What fun designs they
came up with!

https://cdn.smore.com/u/fbea/a4d833a5b2e90db4b5321ff1297a44dd.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/4e5e/b1c24acb729819ef69d6e3013b7543af.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/9c95/a30994772aa074938e5d319ac07f1165.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/fd77/a33b3ba5201071004f6d2d2565a5308a.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/0307/427c5537a64f8e41e03d89fb648dc962.jpeg


*the information below will remain on

the newsletter for your reference
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free/reduced lunch program
ASD is still accepting applications for the Free/Reduced Lunch progra. When applying for the
program, please include all ASD students in your household, even if some students attend
different schools. Families may apply for the free/reduced lunch program by going online to
schoolcafe.com/anchorage.

For questions and more directions on how to apply, please visit ASD Student Nutrition's main
page about the program at https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13246.

breakfast and lunch menus and payments
Below is the link to access the breakfast and lunch menus. Please remember that there may
be substitutions as needed.

ASD is not providing free breakfast and lunch for all students like last year. To apply for the
free/reduced lunch program, families will need to apply online by going to
schoolcafe.com/anchorage. Families may add funds to a student's account by logging into
ParentConnect/Q, clicking on their student's name, clicking "ASD Quick Links" and then "Online
Payments". For direct instructions, families can visit https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13241

Breakfast Cost: $2.75 Lunch Cost: $4.50

school policy reminders
Eagle River Elementary's policy for late drop-off is that families must come in and sign late
students in. If families are picking a student up before the end of the day, then they must come
to the front o�ce to sign students out. The o�ce staff will not call students down before the
authorized pick-up person is physically in the front o�ce.

For late drop-off and early pick-up, the bus lane may be used from 9:30am to 3:00pm only.
Families that use the bus lane after 3pm will be asked to relocate their vehicle before taking

https://www.schoolcafe.com/
https://www.schoolcafe.com/anchorage
https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13246
https://www.schoolcafe.com/anchorage
https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13241


VOLUNTEER SIGN UPVOLUNTEER SIGN UP

their student. We understand that the parking lot becomes congested in the afternoon and
encourage families to plan accordingly and park in the empty lot across from the First Baptist
Church on Monte after 3pm.

Lastly, cell phone use in the front o�ce is strictly prohibited to maintain student
con�dentiality and FERPA regulations. Visitors using cell phones in the o�ce will be asked to
end their conversation or step into the vestibule to �nish. We appreciate your understanding!

no early drop-off
We are need your help. We are working hard to accommodate our families by providing
coverage at 8:35. Most schools are not providing supervision until 8:45. Please help us by
waiting until 8:35 to let students out of your car.

When students are dropped off before 8:35am, this creates an unsafe environment for since
we do not provide child care or supervision before school opens at 8:35am. Do not drop off
your student until you see a staff member on duty with an orange vest at the stop sign AND it
is 8:35. Our crossing guard sometimes goes out a few minutes early and some student get
dropped off to go to the Y. When families see this they are letting students out of the car
before there is coverage. If your child is lining up outside the front entry, they are here too
early. This is especially important as the mornings get colder and darker.

volunteering for eres
If you would like to be considered for volunteer activities at Eagle River Elementary, please
submit an application at https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13771. Once received online,
applications take approx. 7-10 days to process. We highly encourage online applications as
paper applications can take even longer and we will not be approving volunteer applications
on site.

At this time, only approved volunteers, staff, and students (of course!) may enter the school
past our front o�ce. We will not be able to approve applications on site and last minute.
Thank you families for your willingness to help out at our school!

late drop off and early pick up procedures

https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13771
https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13771


If you drop off your child late, you must come inside to the front o�ce and sign them in. If you
are picking your student up early, please do not call the o�ce ahead of time. We will call your
child down when you are in the front o�ce. This prevents students from sitting in the front
o�ce waiting to be picked up.

You may park out front in the Bus Lane from 9:30-3:00 to pick up or drop off. Outside of these
times, there is no parking in the bus lane. Please park in the parking lot.

*Please plan ahead if you need to pick up your child early. Due to the number of students being
picked up since we do not have busing, we are unable to call students out of classes after
3:15. Remember that you must have ID to pick up your student and you must be on the
approved contact list.

arrival and dismissal procedures
Arrival – Students will be let in at 8:35 and there will be no supervision until then. Students
will not be allowed to wait before 8:35. Please time your child's arrival so they are here no
earlier than 8:35. We appreciate your help with this so we can make sure students are
supervised and safe!

Student drop off will be at the stop sign at the front corner of the building and students will
enter the front door. Students will not be allowed to be dropped off until 8:35
All students enter through the front door
Students will enter the building and sit on the �oor outside their classrooms where they
will be supervised by staff until the 8:50am (Kindergarten Students will sit in the front
hallway)

Dismissal
Car riders will be called by tag number from the MPR or classroom to the pick up lanes
Walkers will be dismissed at the bell
Tae Kwon Do and Bright Beginnings and Boys and Girls Club will be dismissed at the bell
to wait at the front entry benches
Student attending the Y go to the gym at the bell
* When we have bused - Bus riders will sit in the Intermediate and Optional Hallways
separated by bus numbers
If bus is out front at dismissal, o�ce will let staff know, otherwise students sit in hallway.
O�ce will announce arrival of buses.

changes to how your child is getting home
If you have a change to how your child is getting home for that day, please alert the front o�ce
as early as possible in the day. The end of the day is a hectic time and last minute changes are
extremely di�cult. Students being picked up from the front doors are considered walkers, and
students being picked up in a car are considered car riders.



If you have a change to how your student is getting home that is long term, please make sure
to let your child's teacher know.

attendance/arrival policy reminders
Many messages are left saying the student will be out but do not leave a reason. Without a
reason, the student is automatically marked unexcused. When you know you will be on an
extended absence like a family vacation, we can put a prearranged unexcused absence in the
system so you do not get a daily phone call.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the o�ce at 742-3000.

When leaving an attendance message for your student please leave these important details:
1)Students Name
2)Date(s) of absence
3)Reason for absence
4)Teachers Name
5)Grade Level
6)If no reason is given it will always automatically be considered unexcused.

Please call the main line and press "1" for the attendance line if your child will be absent.
Absences must be reported by 10:00am to ensure your student's attendance is entered.
Families may also submit attendance requests through Q/Parent Connect. Automatic
attendance calls alerting for unexcused absences go out at 10:45.

asd attendance guidelines
Here are the District Guidelines for Attendance:

AM (starts at 9:00 am)
Tardy - up to 60 minutes after school starts
Absent (.5 day) – If a student misses more than 60 minutes.

PM (starts at 12:15 pm)
Tardy – arrives at or before 1:15pm
Absent (.5 day) – student misses more than 60 minutes

birthday treats
Please reach out to your child's teacher before sending/bringing in treats and they can �ll you
in on any classroom requirements including food allergies or sensitivities. Some teachers



2 brothers auto
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may prefer individually packaged items. In general, birthday treats must be store bought and
pre-packaged (sealed store cupcakes for example).

school business partners
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