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Girdwood PK-8 School Families,

I am excited to welcome you to the 2023-2024 school year. This is my fifth year as principal of Girdwood PK-8 School and my 17th year 
working for Anchorage School District. We are off to a busy start to our school year with many activities having already taken place like 
Open House, middle school basketball games, cross country running meets, and our Harvest Potluck. I look forward to a year filled with 
fun, community building, and learning! 

This year Anchorage School District introduced professional learning communities to our school schedule which has led to the one hour 
late start on Mondays. We appreciate your flexibility with our Monday schedule as it provides our staff with time to work in a 
professional learning community (PLC) where educators work collaboratively in inquiry and action research to achieve better results for 
students they serve. The three big ideas that drive work in a professional learning community are a focus on learning, a collaborative 
culture and collective responsibility, and focus on results driven to assess the effectiveness of helping children learn. In our first three 
PLCs at Girdwood School, we have been busy and reviewed what a PLC encompasses, created a plan for coming to a consensus with our 
school team when creating instructional strategies and plans, and refined our school mission and vision statement. 

I encourage everyone to become a PTA member or make a donation to our PTA today! Your annual membership of $10 helps fund 
enrichment throughout the school year! This year our PTA has already co-sponsored, with FVCS, the Hamilton cast members coming to 
school, as well as Bethany Barton, a visiting author. The PTA is currently helping create a student directory and planning for our annual 
Halloween Carnival. Please help support Girdwood School PTA by accessing the QR code within this newsletter. 

One of the best things about Girdwood School is how active our families are within our classrooms and school. We greatly appreciate all 
your help and hope to continue this partnership. We strongly suggest ALL parents complete the ASD online volunteer application asap, as 
well as complete the parent driver paperwork in the front office. If you plan to do any of the following, you will need to complete the 
online volunteer application: assist teachers in prepping for a project, being a chaperone, classroom volunteer, field trip volunteer, 
PTA volunteer, reading tutor, science fair judge, special events or project volunteer, and library helper. Basically, if you plan on helping 
out at any function or volunteering in any format, you will need to complete the ASD online application at least 7 days prior 
to volunteering in the school or for a school event. Please go to the following link to complete the ASD volunteer online application 
process: https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13771. In regard to parent drivers, we will no longer be able to accept paper applications a few 
days prior to or the day of a field trip. The parent driver paperwork will need to be completed at school in the front office. 
All parent driver paperwork will need to be completed at least 10 days in advance of all field trips. The front office staff will need a copy 
of your driver's license, proof of auto insurance, and registration. 
We look forward to working with you and appreciate your kindness and help this school year! 

Lastly, we are excited to welcome new faces to our staff and the Girdwood School community! 

• Kate Hamre is our first-grade teacher.
• Adrienne Brennan is our second-grade teacher.
• Annika Meehleis is our third-grade teacher. 
• Lauren Fritz is our junior high social studies/math teacher.
• Suzanne Kirk is one of our sped paraprofessionals.
• Daniel Kirk is our Building Plant Operator. 
• Autumn Wissner is our new speech/ language pathologist.
• Kiplin Taber is our new school psychologist.
• Jennifer Blome is our Professional Learning Teaching Expert

I am excited to see the academic, social, and intrapersonal progress our students will make during the 23-24 school year. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to give us a call. We appreciate our families immensely and we are so excited to welcome our 
students back! I am honored and privileged to work with and for each of you!

Go Grizzlies! 
Kari Anderson, Principal
Girdwood PK-8 School

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2FPage%2F13771&data=05%7C01%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7C055b66aaca36454c4bb208dbb5590e97%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638303168176665301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bk6qna%2FboINCq%2FM9elGMTsFpQbt%2BsubMozF5C5gPAmM%3D&reserved=0


 Upcoming Events 


9/19  Middle School Boys Basketball Game vs. 
Begich @ 6:30 pm


9/19  PTA Meeting 6:30-8:30 @ GBC


9/21  Middle School Boys Basketball Game vs. 
NLABC @ Goldenview @ 5:30 pm


9/21  Middle School Cross Country Running Meet 
@ Girdwood 5:45 pm


9/26  Lifetouch Picture Day


9/26  Middle School Boys Basketball Game @ 
Mears 6:30 pm


9/27  Lions Club Photoscreening 9:00 am


9/27  Middle School Cross Country Running Meet 
@ Mirror Lake 5:45 pm 


9/28  4th/5th Grade Field Trip @ Campbell Creek 
Science Center 8:30 am-2:00 pm


10/2  Middle School Cross Country Running Meet 
@ Kincaid 5:45 pm


TEXT MESSAGES


Sign Up and receive text messages 
from ASD regarding school closures 
and late busses. You must opt in. 
They are not automatic. Visit ASD’s 
website to learn more about receiving 
text messages:

http://www.asdk12.org/textupdates.


 Girdwood K-8 and the           
Girdwood PTA are on 

Facebook. Please check our 
pages out and “LIKE” us!We 

will be posting frequently and 
our pages will have the latest  

school information.                                        


Anchorage School Board


Margo Bellamy, president

Carl Jacobs, vice president


Kelly Lessens, treasurer

Dora Wilson, clerk


Dave Donley

Andy Holleman


Pat Higgins


ASD Superintendent

Dr. Jharrett Bryan


PTA Board Members


Andrea Anderson, president

Emily Marenco, vice president


Melissa Randich, secretary

Anna Russell, treasurer


Julie Pierre Leclerc, member 
at large


Nico Honnegger, member 
representative


Jennifer Derks, Shannon 
Derks,


teacher representatives

https://webmail.asdk12.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=6sAXhBDtHHZqSDt05fdL0PYMRr_AZrNhvMbO8RrBUD5X7OMrts3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAHMAZABrADEAMgAuAG8AcgBnAC8AdABlAHgAdAB1AHAAZABhAHQAZQBzAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.asdk12.org%2ftextupdates


Big Brothers Big Sisters Drop-Off Bin 

For those of you who don’t know, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Alaska has provided Girdwood with 
a new donation drop-off box. This bin is located 
on the left hand side of the school parking lot. 
Please donate gently used clothes, shoes, and 
cloth items only. Please have items bagged up. To 
donate household items, call Big Brothers Big 
Sisters at 563-1997, to set up a time for pick up. 
This service is provided for free by Big Brothers 
Big Sisters. These donated items are used to 
stock local Value Village locations and the 
proceeds of the items are given to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Alaska in order to help them reach 
their yearly goal of serving 2,000 children 
across Alaska. 

Sign up for FVCS 
Classes! 

Four Valleys Community Schools has 
classes going on now for community 
members of all ages and they are 
constantly rolling out new ones. If you feel 
unable to take any of our classes due to 
class costs, please contact FVCS at 
www.fourvalleys.org or by phone at 
907.742.5317. We have financial aid, 
scholarships, and payment plans 
available. 

We would like to shout out a big THANK YOU 
to Subway and the Ice Cream Shop, Girdwood 
K-8’s school business partners! If you know of 
anyone else who would like to be our partner, 

please let us know.

Girdwood School Parents:


Glacier Valley Transit is providing 
an after school activities service at 
The Girdwood School. The GVT bus 
will stop at the Girdwood School 
Mondays through Fridays, at 
4:35pm heading toward Alyeska 
Resort and looping back toward the 
Seward Highway.

There is no charge for this 
service. For more information 
about Glacier Valley Transit and 
for current bus stops and 
schedules please visit 
www.glaciervalleytransit.com or 
contact Operations Manager, at 
907-382-9908.

http://www.fourvalleys.org
http://www.glaciervalleytransit.com


Girdwood School Health Update

Dear Grizzly Families,

This letter is to let you know that your child’s class will be receiving age-appropriate lessons on child sexual abuse
and assault prevention education as required under the state’s Alaska Safe Children’s Act (Erin’s Law).

Erin’s Law Education is comprised of two lessons (one lesson at the beginning of each semester) taught during the
Health classes. Combined, these lessons meet the full requirements for students under the Alaska Safe Children’s
Act (Erin’s Law) and are designed to help prevent childhood sexual abuse. These lessons will be presented in a
non-threatening way, along with the skills needed for self-protection and will be handled in a sensitive, respectful
manner.

Information about the lessons can be viewed HERE.
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1J4mCSGZi6GBUv14WBpiO-7gsrj7DbXtA?usp=sharing

If you doNOTwant your child to receive the instruction under the Alaska Safe Children’s Act, you must write a
letter to the school principal requesting that your child be excused from these speci�c lessons.

Thank you for partnering with us as we continue to provide learning opportunities to improve the safety and well
being of our students.

Sincerely,
DawnMurphy
Health/SEL/Behavior Specialist



 

 

 
 
 
Dear Family Member: 

 

We are delighted to introduce you to THE GREAT BODY SHOP, the comprehensive health 
education program your child will be participating in this year. THE GREAT BODY SHOP will 
help your child learn more about the human body and the skills needed to stay safe and 
healthy. The success of the program requires a team effort, involving you, your child, the 
teacher, and trusted adults. 

 
This is how it works: 

THE GREAT BODY SHOP topics, include nutrition, illness prevention, substance abuse 
prevention, and safety, among others. Each monthly unit contains information to help your child 
understand his or her own body, the way it works, and the best ways to keep it healthy and 
safe. The teacher will discuss each monthly unit of THE GREAT BODY SHOP with students 
and guide them in developmentally appropriate, skill-based activities to reinforce the lessons 
contained in each unit.  

To support families in taking an active roles in their child’s health education, we provide digital 
copies of the Student Issues, Family Bulletins, the Family Connections newsletters, and The 
Great Body Shop music in the Family Portal. 

To create your account, visit https://www.thegreatbodyshop.net/. Click on the FAMILIES link at 
the top of the page. Next, click on CREATE NEW ACCOUNT and start by entering the Class 
Code provided below. Complete all required fields which includes adding an email and 
password. Make note of the email and password you enter, as you will need both to access 
THE GREAT BODY SHOP resources. 
 
                                                            ASD Parent Portal Join Codes 
Kindergarten 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade 

GBS_302969 GBS_302963 GBS_302964 GBS_302965 GBS_302966 GBS_302967 GBS_302968 

 

By working together to reinforce the skills taught in THE GREAT BODY SHOP, we can help 
your child make healthy decisions about his or her body that will keep him or her safe and 
ready to meet the challenges of the future.  

 

Sincerely,  
Health Department 
Anchorage School District 
 
 
 







Girdwood School Library
                                                               August, 2023

Welcome to the Girdwood School Library. For those of you who don’t know me, my
name is Meghan Nedwick and I am the Girdwood School Library Media Specialist.

The library belongs to all of us, and with your help we can make it a vibrant center
of our school and community. I welcome parents, visitors, and readers of all ages in
the library whenever it is open. If you are looking to volunteer please let me know. I
always appreciate having parents and family members join us. 

Please encourage your students to check out books frequently and read them, help
them to take care of the books so we have fewer replacements or removals, and
please assist your children with returning books on time. Below you will see a list of
how many books students can check out and what day of the week they have library
class. Books can be returned any day of the week, there is no need to wait until
library day if they have already read the book. I am also happy to renew books if
students need more time. 

This year we will be focusing on the love of reading, the inquiry and research
process, and  safe and appropriate uses of technology. I look forward to visiting
with everyone as the year proceeds. Please feel free to reach out to me with any
questions you may have. 

Thank you for supporting
our library. 

-Mrs. Nedwick

NEDWICK_MEGHAN@ASDK

12 .ORG



MAP Growth Newsletter Information

2023-2024

MAP Growth is the ASD and State of Alaska required benchmark/interim assessment for students in
grades 3-9 in reading and mathematics. Grades 10-12 students identified as needing Tier II and Tier III
reading and mathematics support also take MAP Growth as part of the Anchorage School District's
MTSS framework.

Alaska's Department of Education and Early Development (DEED) has partnered with NWEA to
implement a creative approach to a balanced statewide assessment that connects fall and winter MAP
Growth benchmark/interim assessments and the Alaska spring AK STAR summative assessment. AK
STAR eliminates the spring benchmark/interim assessment window for grades 3-9 by combining the
summative and benchmark assessment into one test that produces a spring benchmark score, which
includes a growth measure. More information is available at the State of Alaska AK STAR website,

education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar.

MAP Growth is an online, adaptive assessment that provides each student a personalized testing
experience with data that speaks to their individual progress and growth in mathematics and reading.

The MAP Growth reading and mathematics benchmark will be administered in person during the
2023-2024 fall and winter benchmark windows. The spring benchmark will be embedded in the AK
STAR summative assessment as outlined above.

● Fall Benchmark 1: September 5 - September 15 (make-ups through September 22)
● Winter Benchmark 2: December 4 - December 15 (make-ups through December 21)
● Spring Benchmark 3: embedded in AK STAR administered during the summative assessment

window: March 25 - April 5 (make-ups through April 26)
o MAP Growth assessment only: Grades 10-12 identified as needing Tier II and III support

MAP Growth practice tests and tutorials allow students and families the opportunity to become
familiar with the types of questions and tools available on the actual MAP Grow assessments such as
the highlighter and calculator. An overview of these resources with links to the practice tests are
compiled on the MAP Growth Practice Tests Quick Sheet.



Thank you to PTA and the
Davidson family for your
generous financial support
for our school garden! 

Thank you to our garden
team; Christi Davidson,
Carole Shimscheimer,
Maggie Donnelly, Summer
Stone and Meghan Nedwick. 

Thank you to all the students
and staff who planted seeds,
harvested food, and
prepared delicious garden
dishes for our 1st School
Garden Potluck this year

Thank you to all of our
families and community
members who helped weed,
water, and care for our
garden  over the summer!

Girdwood School Garden 

A Special
 Thank you!




























