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Note from the Principal
Dear Girdwood PK-8 School Families,

Happy New Year 2024! I hope everyone had a wonderful winter break and took some time to relax with family and 
friends. Hopefully, you got out to explore the wonderful winter wonderland of Alaska or had time to travel to 
see family you haven't seen in a while. January brings us to the second semester of this 23-24 school year, and we are 
excited to see our middle school boys and girls cross-country ski team underway and we are looking forward to our 
upcoming winter intensive day and school-wide ski days. Please look for paperwork to complete in regard to ski days 
coming home soon. 

I would like to take a moment to honor our Girdwood PK-8 School second quarter Citizenship Award honorees. The 
following students have been nominated by their classroom teacher(s) or a specialist for exhibiting the characteristics 
below: Mazey Stair (Kindergarten), Cora Zumstein and Hadley Connor (1st Grade), June Finnigan and Axel Parisen 
(2nd grade), Arya Bautista and Isabel Love (3rd grade), Miles Donovan (4th grade), Flynn Russell (5th grade), Shiloh 
Baugh (6th grade), Maddie Romerdahl (7th grade), Christian Laird and Ray McDermott (8th grade).

• The student follows the school’s motto: Girdwood Grizzlies are Respectful, Responsible, and Ready to do our 
Best!


• The student takes initiative and has a commitment to the school and/or community. The student is often seen 
going above and beyond. 


• The student is often seen building up other students and strengthening other students’ self-esteem with a 
positive attitude.


• The student possesses strength of character and the courage to do what is right.

Please encourage your child to bring their warm clothes and/or rain gear each day. As hardy Alaskans we go out for 
recess in just about any weather so our students can get some exercise and let out some energy. We go outside 
everyday rain or shine unless the temperatures are below negative 10 degrees. When stopping by the school, please 
check out our lost and found located in the mini commons for gear that your child might be missing. It's very dark on 
our sidewalks, in our crosswalks, and around our parking lot when students are coming to school. Please encourage 
your child to wear reflective clothing and remind oneself to slow down when driving during times when students are 
walking to school. We want to ensure all of Girdwood kiddos and community members are safe! 

Our staff just finished the process on gaining knowledge on the Professional Learning Community (PLC) structure 
and the benefits of our collaboration to our students' learning. Our three collaborative teams (K-2, 3-5, 6-8) will 
begin work related to addressing our school-wide goals we have created in math, language arts, peer climate, and 
writing. Thank you for being flexible with our one hour late start on Mondays, which allows our teaching staff to 
meet each week to work to meet the needs of all of our students. 

Our start time for the 24-25 school year has been confirmed. We will start school at 9:00 am on Mondays, so our staff 
can continue to hold our Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), and dismiss at 2:30 pm. Tuesday-Friday, we 
will start school at 8:00 am and dismiss at 2:30 pm. This schedule is for our K-8 students. Pre-school will be held 
from 9:30 am - 12:00 pm Monday through Friday for the 24-25 school year. 

Also, a reminder to keep up with your child's grades and assignments through accessing Q Parent Connect at any 
time. Do you know how to login to Q? If not, give our front office a call at 742-5300 to get your login and password.

In gratitude for you all, 

Kari Anderson, Principal
Girdwood PK-8 School



 Upcoming Events

1/15  No School—Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

1/16  PTA Meeting. 6:30-8pm @ 
GBC

1/16  Intensives 

1/22  Late Start Monday—School 
Begins @ 9:30am

1/25  Sports Day Spirit Day

1/26  Ski Day #1

1/29  Late Start Monday—School 
Begins @ 9:30am

1/30  5/6 Battle of the Books in the 
Afternoon

1/30  Middle School Cross Country 
Ski Race @ Eagle River High 
School 5:30pm

2/1  K-5 Author Presentation

2/2  Ski Day #2

2/5  Late Start Monday—School 
Begins @ 9:30am

2/7  Middle School Cross Country 
Ski Race @ Chugiak 5:30pm

2/9  Ski Day #3
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Student Government News
January 25th is Sports day!
Come to school wearing 
your favorite team’s hat, or 
your ski team jacket, a 
jersey, etc.
Class with the most 
participation will hold Grizzly 
Gary until the next spirit day!



 

Girdwood Library Bookmark Contest Winners 2023/2024

Congratulations to our artistically talented Girdwood students! The first place winners from the
K-3 and the 4-6 and first and second place from middle school will go on to compete in the
district wide competition in January. District winners are printed and sent to all ASD libraries.

Elementary K-3
1st Place: Avery Eliott, 2nd Grade
2nd Place: Stella Lydon, 3rd Grade
3rd Place: Charlee Barkel, 2nd Grade

Intermediate 4-6
1st Place: Aria Rice, 5th Grade
2nd Place: Ruby Gelinas, 5th Grade
3rd Place: Paxson Derks, 6th Grade

Middle School
1st Place: Olive Pilon, 7th grade
2nd Place: Ruby Loso, 7th grade
3rd Place: Passage Stinson, 8th grade



Dear Parents,
It’s that time of year again, students and staff are getting 

excited for School Ski Days! The Ski Program is part of our P.E. 
Program, promoting a fun, healthy winter sport! Ski packets went home 
earlier this week and are due back to school by Tuesday January, 
16th. Our first school ski day is approaching fast! Our first 5 school ski 
days are on Fridays, with our last school ski day happening on Thursday, 
March 7th, which is the last school day before spring break. 
We need parents to chaperone groups on the slopes, help in the lodges, 
help put ski gear on little ones, and help students get to and from 
lessons in a timely manner. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.   
We will have a mandatory chaperones meeting on Tuesday, January 
23rd at 6:30pm. 

School Ski Days are:
January 26 (Friday)
February 2 (Friday)
February 9 (Friday)
February 16 (Friday)

March 1 (Friday)
March 7 (Thursday)

If you have any questions, please feel free to send me an email or call me 
on my cell phone.

Cassie Quinn
Girdwood P.E. Teacher
quinn_cassie@asdk12.org
907.240.3449

mailto:quinn_cassie@asdk12.org


Winter is here!

Winter has charged us like a bull here in the Girdwood valley and this past November and 
December were the snowiest on record. Every day students are coming in to borrow gloves, 
snowpants, and boots from the nurse because they forgot theirs at home. She only has so much to 
loan out. This is another reminder to please make sure your child comes to school with the right 
clothing every day: winter coat, snow pants, boots, gloves, and any other outdoor clothing they 
would need to keep them warm and dry during recess. All students have outdoor recess everyday 
except in cases of extreme inclement weather, so they need to be prepared. Older kids should be 
dressed for the weather, also. Please send your child to school with appropriate gear, regardless of 
what is happening outside when they leave in the morning. Remember to label ALL GEAR that 
they may become separated from. We have Sharpies available in the office. Thank you!



Girdwood School Parents:


Glacier Valley Transit provides an 
after school activities service at The 
Girdwood School. The GVT bus will 
stop at the Girdwood School 
Mondays through Fridays, at 4:40 
pm heading toward Alyeska Resort 
and looping back toward the Seward 
Highway.


There is no charge for this 
service.

For more information about Glacier 
Valley Transit and for current bus 
stops and schedules please visit 
www.glaciervalleytransit.com or 
contact the Operations Manager, at 
907-382-9908.

TEXT MESSAGES


Sign Up and receive text messages from 
ASD regarding school closures and late 
busses. You must opt in. They are not 
automatic. Visit ASD’s website to learn 
more about receiving text messages:

http://www.asdk12.org/textupdates.


mClass Winter Benchmark ELA 
Assessment Family Information
As part of The Alaska Reads Act, the State of 
Alaska requires that districts administer an 
early literacy screening tool three times a 
year to students in grades K-3 to identify 
potential reading difficulties in order to 
improve reading outcomes for students. 
Families can read more about this 
comprehensive K-3 reading policy at The 
Alaska Reads Act 
website: education.alaska.gov/akreads. 
mClass with DIBELS 8th Edition 
Assessments is the State of Alaska 
Department of Education’s and ASD’s Early 
Literacy benchmark screening and progress 
monitoring tool for students in grades K-3 in 
reading. mClass utilizes curriculum-based 
measures and is used by schools as part of 
the ASD Comprehensive Assessment System 
to support informed instructional decisions. 
The Alaska Department of Education & 
Early Development explains the decision to 
adopt mClass as the statewide literacy 
screener at the following website: https://
education.alaska.gov/Alaska-Reading-
Resources/Statewide-Early-Literacy-
Screener. mClass screening assessments were 
administered in-person at Girdwood School 
to our K-3 students back in December. 
Results for K-3 students that were assessed 
during the benchmark window are currently 
available in Parent 
Connect. ParentConnection Login 
Information and Reference Guide can be 
found at parentconnect.asdk12.org.
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After School Playground Use
     After school,students enjoy playing 
with friends and classmates on the 
school playground. We enjoy having 
them here, but cannot provide outdoor 
supervision after 3:15 p.m.  School 
dismisses at 3 p.m and, for safety 
reasons, students are expected to head 
for home, FVCS classes, or after school 
care on buses, bikes, feet or in a parent 
vehicles by 3:15.  School doors will be 
locked promptly at 3:15.
     Students are more than welcome to 
stay on the playground if they are with a 
supervising adult. This is true for all 
students, including middle school.  The 
only exception is when students remain 
to participate in school or FVCS 
supervised activities.  Thank you for 
your help in keeping all the children in 
our valley safe and supervised.

 Girdwood K-8 and the           
Girdwood PTA are on 

Facebook. Please check our 
pages out and “LIKE” us!We 

will be posting frequently and 
our pages will have the latest  

school information.                                        


We would like to shout out a big 
THANK YOU to Subway and the Ice 
Cream Shop, Girdwood K-8’s school 
business partners! If you know of 

anyone else who would like to be our 
partner, please let us know.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Drop-Off Bin


Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska has 
provided Girdwood School with a donation 

drop-off box. This bin is located across from 
the school parking lot. Please donate gently 
used clothes, shoes, and cloth items only. To 

donate household items, please call Big 
Brothers Big Sisters at (907)563-1997 to set 
up a time for pick up. This service is provided 

for free by Big Brothers Big Sisters. These 
donated items are used to stock local Value 

Village locations and the proceeds of the items 
are given to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska 
in order to help them reach their yearly goal 

of serving 2,000 children across Alaska.








Anchorage School District Compliance/
Equal Employment Opportunity Office

REVISED: 8/2007; 8/2012; 5/2013; 
7/2014

ASD Statement of Non-discrimination 
for ASD Publications

The Board is committed to an 
environment of non-discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
age, national origin, economic status, 
union affiliation, disability and other 
human differences. No person shall be 
excluded from participation in, or 
denied the benefits of, any academic or 
extracurricular program or educational 
opportunity or service offered by the 
District. The District will comply with 
the applicable statutes, regulations, and 
executive orders adopted by Federal, 
State and Municipal agencies. The 
District notes the concurrent 
applicability of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act, Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
relevant disability provisions of Alaska 
law.

Inquiries or complaints may be 
addressed to the District’s Compliance/
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Executive Director, who also serves as 
the Title IX and ADA/ADAAA 
Coordinator, ASD Education Center, 
5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd, 
Anchorage, AK 99504-3135 (907) 
742-4132, or to any of the following 
external agencies: Alaska State 
Commission for Human Rights, 
Anchorage Equal Rights Commission, 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, the Director of the Office 
for Civil Rights-U.S. Department of 
Education or Office of Civil Rights-U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services.

      Sign up for FVCS Classes!                             

Four Valleys Community Schools has classes 

going on now and will be rolling out lots of 
new ones in the next few weeks for 

community members of all ages. If you feel 
unable to take any of our classes due to class 

costs, please contact FVCS at 
www.fourvalleys.org or by phone at 
907.742.5317. We have financial aid, 

scholarships, and payment plans available.

Lost & Found

Our Lost and Found Cart is filling up. 
Belongings are left at school and on the 
playground everyday and most of these 
items don’t have names in them.  We put 
them in the Lost & Found but they are more 
likely to make it back faster to your child if 
they have their names in them.  Sharpies 
work best and silver Sharpies work better on 
dark clothing.   Please label all coats, shoes, 
backpacks, lunch boxes, and any other item 
that your child may walk away from. If your 
kiddo is looking for lost items, the school Lost 
& Found cart is located in the mini-commons, 
between the primary and secondary 
classrooms. We will donate the all items left 
behind at the end of every semester.

http://www.fourvalleys.org









