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Note from the Principal

Girdwood PK-8 School Families,

Happy Spring! It is amazing how quickly the final quarter of school goes, and I 
can't believe we are in the last months of school for the 2023-24 school year. We 
are finishing up AKSTAR and Alaska Science state assessments for grades 3-8 
and we will begin testing in mClass for our K-3 students soon. Students are doing 
awesome, and I am always so impressed with their hard work throughout these 
days.  

We have many exciting things happening at the end of this school year for 
students and families. Kindergarten Round up is taking place on April 24th starting 
at 6:30 pm in the Kindergarten Classroom here at Girdwood School. This is an 
opportunity for next year's kindergarten families to receive information about our 
school and kindergarten. Please let Girdwood families who might be new to the 
Girdwood School community, or this is their first child within our school, about 
the date and time of this event. 

Our Girdwood School PTA will be sponsoring the Run for HeArt on May 
3rd during the school day. The Run for HeArt will be raising money to replace 
school sports uniforms, purchase school garden supplies, and much more. Be on 
the lookout for Run for HeArt information and pledge sheets in the near future. 
 
Thank you for all of your support. It is important we work together each year to 
ensure the best possible outcome for all students. I appreciate each of you 
immensely! Please let me know if you need anything at all.  I am here to support.  

Kari Anderson, Principal



 Upcoming Events

4/11  Student Gov’t School Spirit Day
—Dress Like a Teacher/Student Day

4/12  MS Gardening Field Trip to 
Forget-Me-Not Nursery 12-2:50pm

4/13  Middle School State Debate 
Tournament @ UAA

4/15  Late Start PLC Monday

4/15  Iditaread Party 1:30pm

4/17  Middle School Track Meet @ 
Mears 5:30pm

4/19  No School

4/22  Late Start PLC Monday

4/23  Jr. High Field Trip to Skateland

4/24  Kindergarten Round-up 6:30pm

4/29  Late Start PLC Monday

4/29  Middle School Track Meet @ 
Goldenview 5:30pm

5/1  Track and Field Preliminaries @ 
Begich 1:30P

5/2  Track and Field Events @ Mears 
1:30PM

5/3  Run for HEART

5/7  Track and Field Championships 
@ Romig 2pm

5/8  Bike to School Day

5/8  Talent Show @ 7pm

Anchorage School 
Board


Margo Bellamy, president

Carl Jacobs, vice president


Kelly Lessens, treasurer

Dora Wilson, clerk


Dave Donley

Andy Holleman


Pat Higgins


ASD Superintendent

Dr. Jharrett Bryan

PTA Board Members


Andrea Anderson, 
president


Emily Marenco, 

vice president


Melissa Randich, 
secretary


Anna Russell, treasurer

Julie Pierre Leclerc, 

member at large

Nico Honnegger, 


member representative

Jennifer Derks, Shannon 

Dierks, 

teacher representatives

Girdwood PK-8 School Start Times for the 24-25 School Year
Pre-School Monday through Friday from 9:30 am - 12:00 pm
K-8 Monday 9:00 am until 2:30 pm and Tuesday through 
Friday 8:00-2:30 pm
*Girdwood School start and end times will differ from other 
Anchorage School District elementary and middle schools due 
to shared transportation with South High School. 





Winter Gear, Lost and Found, and Reflective Gear Reminder
 Please encourage your child to bring their warm clothes and/or rain gear each day. As hardy 
Alaskans we go out for recess in just about any weather so our students can get some exercise and 
let out some energy. When stopping by the school, please check out our lost and found located in 
the mini-commons for gear that your child might be missing. Also, it is still dark in the morning 
when our students are coming to school and they are walking across crosswalks, in our parking 
lot, or waiting for the school bus. Please encourage your child to wear reflective clothing and 
remind oneself to slow down when driving during these times when students are going to school. 
We want to ensure all of Girdwood kiddos and community members are safe. 

ASD's Mobile App
Downloading our ASD app is a great way to get the information you need in the palm of 
your hand. Our free app is available to anyone in our community who wants to stay 
connected. ASD families and students have access to additional features within the app 
found at https://www.asdk12.org/mobileapp.

TEXT MESSAGES


Sign Up and receive text messages from ASD regarding school closures and 
late busses. You must opt in. They are not automatic. Visit ASD’s website to 
learn more about receiving text messages:

http://www.asdk12.org/textupdates.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fmobileapp&data=05%7C02%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7C01143f6507c044c8cb0208dc29cbfe6b%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638431204691780029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hww6d5BqV0dnVPMvjtWzI%2FT%2Bt4ZYGfNUN%2FImLRNMV94%3D&reserved=0
https://webmail.asdk12.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=6sAXhBDtHHZqSDt05fdL0PYMRr_AZrNhvMbO8RrBUD5X7OMrts3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAHMAZABrADEAMgAuAG8AcgBnAC8AdABlAHgAdAB1AHAAZABhAHQAZQBzAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.asdk12.org%2ftextupdates


Happy Spring!
 
The sun is feeling warm and the snow is melting! More may be falling but it too 
will melt. Eventually. Thawing and melting brings out the blacktop during recess 
and every year, kids fall and get hurt on the gravel covered blacktop. I 
understand soaking up the sun feels great, running around during recess gets 
kids overheated and so some kids choose to wear shorts and t-shirts on the 
sunny days. I encourage you to discuss clothing choices with your child, 
especially if they like to play football, dodgeball or other sports during recess. 
Long sleeves can go a long way in protecting skin from damaging falls. Some 
scrapes will still happen but hopefully not be as deep or painful. The playground 
will be cleared of gravel but until then, long sleeves are highly encouraged!   
 
Many summer activities are open for enrollment! If you have a child with 
asthma or other health concern and are interested in finding a related camp, let 
me know and I will help you find a good fit! Whether you participate in an 
outdoor, theater, or farm camp, or just get out and enjoy all of the amazing 
opportunities for adventure Alaska offers with family and friends, I hope that you 
are making exciting summer plans. 
 
If you have a child on social media, including Tik Tok, please be aware of 
circulating “challenges” such as the Benadryl challenge. These challenges are 
ever changing and can be extremely dangerous. Are you looking for more 
information about how to help your student safely navigate social media and 
challenges?
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Kids-Teens-and-Young-Adults/Social-
Media-and-Your-Family
https://www.thetalkinstitute.com/blog/dangerous-tiktok-trends-parents-should-
be-aware-of
 
I hope you have a great April!
Nurse Summer

https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Kids-Teens-and-Young-Adults/Social-Media-and-Your-Family
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Kids-Teens-and-Young-Adults/Social-Media-and-Your-Family
https://www.thetalkinstitute.com/blog/dangerous-tiktok-trends-parents-should-be-aware-of
https://www.thetalkinstitute.com/blog/dangerous-tiktok-trends-parents-should-be-aware-of


Anchorage School District Compliance/
Equal Employment Opportunity Office

REVISED: 8/2007; 8/2012; 5/2013; 
7/2014

ASD Statement of Non-discrimination 
for ASD Publications

The Board is committed to an 
environment of non-discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
age, national origin, economic status, 
union affiliation, disability and other 
human differences. No person shall be 
excluded from participation in, or 
denied the benefits of, any academic or 
extracurricular program or educational 
opportunity or service offered by the 
District. The District will comply with 
the applicable statutes, regulations, and 
executive orders adopted by Federal, 
State and Municipal agencies. The 
District notes the concurrent 
applicability of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act, Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
relevant disability provisions of Alaska 
law.

Inquiries or complaints may be 
addressed to the District’s Compliance/
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Executive Director, who also serves as 
the Title IX and ADA/ADAAA 
Coordinator, ASD Education Center, 
5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd, 
Anchorage, AK 99504-3135 (907) 
742-4132, or to any of the following 
external agencies: Alaska State 
Commission for Human Rights, 
Anchorage Equal Rights Commission, 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, the Director of the Office 
for Civil Rights-U.S. Department of 
Education or Office of Civil Rights-U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services.

      Sign up for FVCS Classes!                             

Four Valleys Community Schools has classes 

going on now and will be rolling out lots of 
new ones in the next few weeks for 

community members of all ages. If you feel 
unable to take any of our classes due to class 

costs, please contact FVCS at 
www.fourvalleys.org or by phone at 
907.742.5317. We have financial aid, 

scholarships, and payment plans available.

Lost & Found

Our Lost and Found Cart is filling up. 
Belongings are left at school and on the 
playground everyday and most of these 
items don’t have names in them.  We put 
them in the Lost & Found but they are more 
likely to make it back faster to your child if 
they have their names in them.  Sharpies 
work best and silver Sharpies work better on 
dark clothing.   Please label all coats, shoes, 
backpacks, lunch boxes, and any other item 
that your child may walk away from. If your 
kiddo is looking for lost items, the school Lost 
& Found cart is located in the mini-commons, 
between the primary and secondary 
classrooms. We will donate the all items left 
behind at the end of every semester.

http://www.fourvalleys.org


After School Playground Use
     After school,students enjoy playing 
with friends and classmates on the 
school playground. We enjoy having 
them here, but cannot provide outdoor 
supervision after 3:15 p.m.  School 
dismisses at 3 p.m and, for safety 
reasons, students are expected to head 
for home, FVCS classes, or after school 
care on buses, bikes, feet or in a parent 
vehicles by 3:15. 
     Students are more than welcome to 
stay on the playground if they are with a 
supervising adult. This is true for all 
students, including middle school.  The 
only exception is when students remain 
to participate in school or FVCS 
supervised activities.  Thank you for 
your help in keeping all the children in 
our valley safe and supervised.

 Girdwood K-8 and the           
Girdwood PTA are on 

Facebook. Please check our 
pages out and “LIKE” us!We 

will be posting frequently and 
our pages will have the latest  

school information.                                        


We would like to shout out a big 
THANK YOU to Subway and the Ice 
Cream Shop, Girdwood K-8’s school 
business partners! If you know of 

anyone else who would like to be our 
partner, please let us know.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Drop-Off Bin


Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska has 
provided Girdwood School with a donation 

drop-off box. This bin is located across from 
the school parking lot. Please donate gently 
used clothes, shoes, and cloth items only. To 

donate household items, please call Big 
Brothers Big Sisters at (907)563-1997 to set 
up a time for pick up. This service is provided 

for free by Big Brothers Big Sisters. These 
donated items are used to stock local Value 

Village locations and the proceeds of the items 
are given to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska 
in order to help them reach their yearly goal 

of serving 2,000 children across Alaska.


Attention Families of 8th Grade Students
As spring approaches, your student will engage in high 
school transition activities to prepare for their Freshman 
year. ASD has some exciting news to share! Starting with 
the graduating class of 2028 (current 8th graders), 
Anchorage School District is introducing a comprehensive 
wall-to-wall career academy model, known as the 
Academies of Anchorage. 
 
The Academies of Anchorage is dedicated to providing 
every student with career opportunities and essential 
workplace skills.  In 9th grade, students will kick off their 
high school journey in a Freshman Academy, which 
includes a Career Exploration course designed to promote a 
smooth transition from middle school to high school, 
support academic success, and help students explore career 
pathways. Stay tuned for more details about Freshman 
Academy and the Career Academy model during upcoming 
transition activities with your high school.  
 
We greatly appreciate your input and invite you to share 
your thoughts on what you would like to see at your local 
high school.  A family survey will be sent soon!  This 
valuable feedback will play a crucial role in shaping and 
enhancing the academy structure.



Girdwood School Parents:


Glacier Valley Transit provides an after school activities service at The Girdwood 
School. The GVT bus will stop at the Girdwood School Mondays through Fridays, at 4:40 
pm heading toward Alyeska Resort and looping back toward the Seward Highway.


There is no charge for this service.

For more information about Glacier Valley Transit and for current bus stops and 
schedules please visit www.glaciervalleytransit.com or contact the Operations Manager, 
at 907-382-9908.

2024 AK STAR and Alaska Science State Assessment
Each spring, Alaskan students are provided an opportunity to show what they know. 
When students show what they know, teachers and parents can partner to promote 
student success. The State of Alaska Department of Education has partnered with 
NWEA to align and connect the English language arts (ELA) and mathematics tests with 
the MAP Growth benchmark assessments students take in fall and winter.
This balanced assessment system targets instruction to better support meeting students’ 
individual learning needs. In addition, students will take only one assessment per content 
area (ELA and math) and be provided two scores as follows:

1. Summative assessment result at grade-level
2. MAP Growth interim benchmark result, including growth from fall to spring

AK STAR, the Alaska System of Academic Readiness, is comprised of English language 
arts and mathematics and is administered to students in grades 3-9. The Alaska Science 
Assessment is administered to students in grades 5, 8 and 10. The purpose of a large-
scale, summative assessment is to provide parents and schools an overall picture of a 
student’s progress in meeting the Alaska standards at grade level.

Parents can locate resources for AK STAR and the Alaska Science Assessment, including 
directions for Student Readiness (Practice Tests and Tutorials), student testing times and 
general assessment information on the ASD website at https://www.asdk12.org/akstar.

http://www.glaciervalleytransit.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fakstar&data=05%7C02%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7Ce332fe7dab0349a6643908dc3a404eb9%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638449297186693835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yNexiG5SzAaUpyJuUJDzgBiW0O%2BPfwx%2FHKl02ik%2BlsU%3D&reserved=0


IMPORTANT  
DATES 

April 12: Start 
soliciting pledges 

May 3: Run for HeArt 
event at school                   
(rain or shine!) 

May 10: All pledge 
sheets and payments 
due to office by 3:00 
pm 

May 13: Top three 
fundraising winners 
announced, top lap 
runners in each 
grade announced, 
winners choose 
prizes, and an all-
school popsicle 
celebration

3

MAY 3, 2024

Run for HeArt! 
A fundraising event for Girdwood School sponsored by Girdwood PTA

1 2

What is Run for HeArt? 
Run for _____ is our biggest fundraiser and is held every other year. Each 
run raises money for specific programs and needs to benefit our school 
and our children’s educational experience. In the past we’ve Run for the 
Books and Run for the Arts. In 2022, we had the Run for Display 
Technology and raised over $20,000 to purchase new Promethean Boards 
for our classrooms. This year we hope to surpass this amount! We’ll be 
hosting the Run for HeArt, and raising money for our school’s sports, 
health, art, and well-being programs.

COLLECT PLEDGES 
A pledge sheet will 

come home on 4/12. 

Ask family, friends, and 

neighbors to sponsor 

you. They can sponsor 

you per lap ran or just 

make a flat sponsorship 

for the day.

RUN, RUN, RUN!!! 
The run takes place 
during school hours in 
four heats. Parents and 
friends cheer while 
kids run/walk/dance as 
many laps around the 
bus loop as they can in 
45 minutes. 16 laps = 1 
mile.

EARN PRIZES 
There are many prize 
opportunities: We have 
BIG prizes for our top 3 
fundraisers, prizes for 
the top boy and girl lap 
runners in each grade, 
and goody bags for 
every student who gets 
out and runs!



Be sure to check you student’s folders! 

Pledge sheets should be coming home soon.



Solar Eclipse of April 8, 2024

Mrs. Rutherford's 6th Grade 
Class celebrated the Solar 
Eclipse on Monday 4/8/24 
with special eclipse glasses 
from the Smithsonian 
National Air & Space 
Museum. Students watched 
the solar eclipse on a live 
NASA feed and then went 
outside to view what could 
be seen from Girdwood as a 
comparison.
















