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Note from the Principal
Dear Girdwood PK-8 Families,

I hope this message finds you excited about winter activities with the first snowfall on the ground. Speaking of activities, middle school cross 
country running and boys' basketball have come to a close. Our Girdwood School athletes had awesome seasons! Thanks to our coaches Mrs. 
Murphy, Mrs. Fleming, and Mrs. Donnelly for coaching our cross-country running team. Also, a big thank you to Coach Kelley and Coach 
Stinson for coaching our boy's basketball team. Our middle school girls will be starting volleyball next week with practice starting on 10/16. 
We thank Carmen Romerdahl and Heidi Armstrong for being our volleyball coaches this year. We are excited to see many of our girls go out 
for volleyball. 

Just a few reminders for all:

• Keep up with your child's grades and assignments through accessing Q Parent Connect at any time. Do you know how to login to 
Q? If not, give our front office a call at 742-5300 to get your login and password.

• Winter is here, or at least it feels like it. Please send your student to school with appropriate gear and clothing. We go outside 
everyday rain or shine unless the temperatures are below negative 10 degrees. 

Our PTA has been working hard to provide your child with enrichment and plan for some fun family events this year! The Girdwood School 
PTA Halloween Carnival will be taking place on Friday, October 27th, from 6-8 pm. The Girdwood School PTA will continue our new 
tradition to take the annual Halloween Carnival outside for a “Trunk or Treat” style event which will take place outside on our school 
grounds. The junior high students will be planning a spooky trail walk as well. We are looking for help in making this a fun, safe, and 
successful event, and we’d like to invite your family to host a trunk. You might be asking, “What would this involve?” Basically, you’d 
dress in your Halloween best, park a vehicle in the school parking lot/bus loop, decorate the trunk/parking space, and hand out candy or 
goodies to kids as they trick or treat from car to car. As an alternative to handing out candy, you could have the kids play a game or do a 
craft. There will also be awesome prizes for the 3 best trunks! Please RSVP by October 17th if you would like to host a trunk by 
emailing pta.girdwood@gmail.com.

This year Anchorage School District introduced professional learning communities to our school schedule which has led to the one hour late 
start on Mondays. We appreciate your flexibility with our Monday schedule as it provides our staff with time to work in a professional 
learning community (PLC) where educators work collaboratively in inquiry and action research to achieve better results for students they 
serve. The three big ideas that drive work in a professional learning community are a focus on learning, a collaborative culture and collective 
responsibility, and focus on results driven to assess the effectiveness of helping children learn. In our last three PLCs at Girdwood School, we 
have created collective commitments for our interactions with each other and our students and created working agreements to follow during 
staff meetings. We have built an understanding of what collaborative teams look and act like and developed an understanding of how data is 
used in a professional learning community to drive instruction with our students. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences are taking place this month on 10/25 and 10/26. These days are half days for students with dismissal at noon. 
Conferences will take place on those afternoons and the evening of 10/26. The online conference scheduler is open for parents to sign up. 
You can sign up through the ASD website at www.asdk12.org and search for Conference Scheduler or through the ASD Mobile App. Also, 
just a heads up that Friday, October 20th, is an in-service day and Friday, October 27th is a professional development day. There is no school 
for students on either of these dates.

If you have celebrations, questions, or concerns, please call or email anytime. I feel very lucky to be Girdwood School’s principal and 
appreciate our community. Lastly, thank you for all you do for your children! 

Take care,
Kari Anderson, Principal
Girdwood PK-8 School
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 Upcoming Events 


10/14  Middle School Debate Tournament

10/16  6th-8th Grade Girls Volleyball Practice 
Begins 3:14-4:30

10/17  PTA Meeting 6:30-8 pm @ GBC

10/18  Staff vs. Student Soccer Game 2-2:50 pm

10/19  1st Quarter Citizenship Award Ceremony 
2-2:30 pm in MPR/Stage

10/20  No School for Students, Grading Day, End 
of 1st Quarter

10/24-10/26  Scholastic Book Fair in the Library

10/25  Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:30-4 pm

10/26  Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:30-8 pm

10/27  No School for Students, CKLA Training for 
K-5 Teachers

10/27  Trunk or Treat 6-8 pm


TEXT MESSAGES


Sign Up and receive text messages 
from ASD regarding school closures 
and late busses. You must opt in. 
They are not automatic. Visit ASD’s 
website to learn more about receiving 
text messages:

http://www.asdk12.org/textupdates.


 Girdwood K-8 and the           
Girdwood PTA are on Facebook. 
Please check our pages out and 
“LIKE” us!We will be posting 

frequently and our pages will have 
the latest  school information.                                        


Anchorage School Board


Margo Bellamy, president

Carl Jacobs, vice president


Kelly Lessens, treasurer

Dora Wilson, clerk


Dave Donley

Andy Holleman


Pat Higgins


ASD Superintendent

Dr. Jharrett Bryan


PTA Board Members


Andrea Anderson, president

Emily Marenco, vice president


Melissa Randich, secretary

Anna Russell, treasurer


Julie Pierre Leclerc, member 
at large


Nico Honnegger, member 
representative


Jennifer Derks, Shannon 
Derks,


teacher representatives

We would like to shout out a big 
THANK YOU to Subway and the 
Ice Cream Shop, Girdwood K-8’s 
school business partners! If you 
know of anyone else who would 
like to be our partner, please let 

us know.
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Trunk or Treat Host a Trunk
The Girdwood School PTA will host its 3rd annual Halloween “Trunk or Treat” event on Friday, October 27. 
We are looking for help in making this a fun, safe, and successful event, and we’d like to invite you to host a 
trunk. You might be asking, “What would this involve?” Basically, you’d dress in your Halloween best, park a 
vehicle in the school parking lot, decorate the trunk/parking space, and hand out candy or goodies to kids as 
they trick or treat from car to car. As an alternative to handing out candy, you could have the kids play a game 
or do a craft. There will also be awesome prizes for the 3 best trunks! 

Important Details:

When: Friday, October 27

Trunk Set-up: 5:00-6:00 pm

Event Time: 6:00-8:00 pm

Where: Girdwood School Parking Lot

Why: because it will be a spooky good time!

Please RSVP or send regrets by October 17. If you have questions, email pta.girdwood@gmail.com or call 
Andrea at 619-787-3727.
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