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Note from the Principal
Dear Girdwood PK-8 School Families,

Happy New Year 2025! January brings us to the second semester of this 24-25 school year, and we are 
excited for the introduction of our middle school co-ed wrestling team and the return of our boys and girls 
cross-country ski team which are both underway. We are also looking forward to our upcoming school-wide 
ski days. Please complete the ski day packet as soon as possible along with payment to Girdwood School 
for transportation and a payment to Alyeska for the ski program. 

I would like to take a moment to honor our Girdwood PK-8 School second quarter Citizenship Award 
honorees. The following students have been nominated by their classroom teacher(s) or a specialist for 
exhibiting the characteristics below: Maxwell Glassett (Kindergarten), Titus Falter (1st Grade), Langley 
Davis and Avie Martyn (2nd grade), Soren VanderHoek and Liam Skriloff (3rd grade), Aiden McCombs 
(4th grade), Christopher Steinfort-Leeds and Laura Mark (5th grade), Havelah Falter and Lane Stinson (6th 
grade), Miley Lindsay (7th grade), Andrew Gates and Olivia Love (8th grade).

• The student follows the school’s motto: Girdwood Grizzlies are Respectful, Responsible, Reliable, 
and Ready! 

• The student takes initiative and has a commitment to the school and/or community. The student is 
often seen going above and beyond.  

• The student is often seen building up other students and strengthening other students’ self-esteem 
with a positive attitude. 

• The student possesses strength of character and the courage to do what is right. 
Please encourage your child to bring their warm clothes and/or rain gear each day. As hardy Alaskans we go 
out for recess in just about any weather so our students can get some exercise and let out some energy. We 
go outside everyday rain or shine unless the temperatures are below negative 10 degrees. When stopping by 
the school, please check out our lost and found located in the mini commons for gear that your child might 
be missing. It's very dark on our sidewalks, in our crosswalks, and around our parking lot when students are 
coming to school. Please encourage your child to wear reflective clothing and remind oneself to slow down 
when driving during times when students are walking to school. We want to ensure all of Girdwood kiddos 
and community members are safe! 

Also, a reminder to keep up with your child's grades and assignments through accessing Q Parent Connect 
at any time. Do you know how to login to Q? If not, give our front office a call at 742-5300 to get your login 
and password.

In gratitude for you all, 

Kari Anderson, Principal
Girdwood PK-8 School



 Upcoming Events 

1/17  2nd Quarter Citizenship 
Awards in the MPR @ 2 pm 
1/20  No School—Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday 
1/21  Free Play Mornings for 
Preschool Ages @ the Gerrish 
Library 10:30-11:30am 
1/22  Family Storytime for 
Preschool Ages @ the Gerrish 
Library 10:30-11:30am 
1/23  Family Game Night @ the 
Gerrish Library 4-6pm 
1/24  Family Movie Night @ the 
Gerrish Library 4-6pm 
1/28  Free Play Mornings for 
Preschool Ages @ the Gerrish 
Library 10:30-11:30am 
1/29  Family Storytime for 
Preschool Ages @ the Gerrish 
Library 10:30-11:30am 
1/29  Middle School Cross 
Country Meet @ Chugiak 6pm 
1/30  Family Game Night @ the 
Gerrish Library 4-6pm 
1/31  School Ski/Board Day 
2/5  Middle School Cross Country 
Meet @ Service 6pm 
2/7  School Ski/Board Day
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After School Playground 
Use

For the safety of our students and a more 
smooth after school dismissal, the 
Girdwood School playground will be closed 
from 2:30-3:00 pm Monday through Friday. 
School dismisses at 2:30 pm and, for 
safety reasons, students are expected to 
head for home, or after school care on 
buses, bikes, feet or in parent’s cars. The 
only exception is when students remain to 
participate in school or FVCS supervised 
activities. Playground closures immediately 
following school to ensure a smooth and 
safe transition are a standard policy with 
elementary schools across our school 
district. Thank you for your support in 
keeping our students safe and for your 
understanding.





 Girdwood K-8 and the 
Girdwood PTA are on 

Facebook. Please check our 
pages out and “LIKE” us!We 

will be posting frequently and 
our pages will have the latest  

school information.                                         

We would like to shout out a big THANK 
YOU to Subway and the Ice Cream Shop, 

Girdwood K-8’s school business partners! 
If you know of anyone else who would like 

to be our partner, please let us know.

Here at Girdwood PK-8 School, we would like to 
acknowledge with gratitude the Dena’ina people, 
past and present, who have lived on these lands 
since long before Anchorage and Girdwood were 
here. May we all be good stewards of these lands. 
Chin’an. (/CHIN-nan? {Meaning—Thank you})

Just a reminder to keep your dogs leashed 
when visiting the Girdwood School or the 
school playground. This is for the safety of 
our students and to ensure that our 
playground remains free of dog poop. 
Thank you for your cooperation!

Parent Volunteers
One of the best things about Girdwood School is how 
active our families are within our classrooms and 
school. We greatly appreciate all your help and hope to 
continue this partnership. We strongly suggest 
ALL parents complete the ASD online 
volunteer application asap, as well as complete the 
parent driver paperwork in the front office. If you plan 
to do any of the following, you will need to complete 
the online volunteer application: assist teachers in 
prepping for a project, being a chaperone, classroom 
volunteer, field trip volunteer, PTA volunteer, reading 
tutor, science fair judge, special events or project 
volunteer, and library helper. Basically, if you plan on 
helping out at any function or volunteering in any 
format, you will need to complete the ASD online 
application at least 7 days prior to volunteering in the 
school or for a school event. Please go to the following 
link to complete the ASD volunteer online application 
process: https://www.asdk12.org/Page/13771. In 
regard to parent drivers, we will no longer be able to 
accept paper applications a few days prior to or the day 
of a field trip. The parent driver paperwork will need to 
be completed at school in the front office. All 
parent driver paperwork will need to be completed at 
least 10 days in advance of all field trips. The front 
office staff will need a copy of your driver's license, 
proof of auto insurance, and registration. We look 
forward to working with you and appreciate your 
kindness and help this school year! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2FPage%2F13771&data=05%7C02%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7C00375ee2a96c47077ad008dccc3eba8b%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638609817934475101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zux7zDe2cMd4n8J%2BzMKlezfvn6B3GCIKU%2B0%2BI%2FShnc8%3D&reserved=0


Sign up to receive text message alerts from our school 

Parents and community members can sign up to receive SMS text messages from ASD or our 
school. ASD will use this service to communicate school closure information and general 
district news. Our school uses this service to share news and updates with families. 
Additionally, ASD’s Transportation Department will send a text message when school buses 
are more than 20 minutes late. 
Text messages will only be sent to people who opt-in to receive texts. Users can opt-out at any 
time. This service is not intended to replace existing communications, but rather help enhance 
them. 
Visit ASD’s website to learn more about receiving text messages, how to opt-in and to read 
frequently asked questions. Learn more at www.asdk12.org/textupdates. 

ASD’s vendor, School Messenger, does not charge for the text messages users will receive, 
However, wireless providers may charge for individual text messages depending on the plan 
associated with a person’s phone. Users should familiarize themselves with their wireless 
package before opting-in to receive text messages.

Girdwood School Parents: 

Glacier Valley Transit will be providing an after school activities service at The Girdwood School, but only if your 
son/daughter calls them. Your child can call them at the end of the day, if they need a ride after school or after their 
sports practice. They are only running one bus right now and they will not come to the school unless they get a prior 
phone call. This is a free service. They don’t mind stopping at the Girdwood School, so please don’t feel that this is an 
imposition to them. Please have your put the GVT number in their phone, 907-382.9909. 

For more information about Glacier Valley Transit and for current bus stops and schedules please visit 
www.glaciervalleytransit.com or call 907-382-9909.

https://webmail.asdk12.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=6sAXhBDtHHZqSDt05fdL0PYMRr_AZrNhvMbO8RrBUD5X7OMrts3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAHMAZABrADEAMgAuAG8AcgBnAC8AdABlAHgAdAB1AHAAZABhAHQAZQBzAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.asdk12.org%2ftextupdates
http://www.glaciervalleytransit.com




Anchorage School District Compliance/Equal Employment Opportunity Office 
REVISED: 8/2007; 8/2012; 5/2013; 7/2014 
ASD Statement of Non-discrimination for ASD Publications 
The Board is committed to an environment of non-discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
age, national origin, economic status, union affiliation, disability and other human differences. No person 
shall be excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of, any academic or extracurricular 
program or educational opportunity or service offered by the District. The District will comply with the 
applicable statutes, regulations, and executive orders adopted by Federal, State and Municipal agencies. 
The District notes the concurrent applicability of the Individuals with Disabilities Act, Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and the relevant disability provisions of Alaska law. 
Inquiries or complaints may be addressed to the District’s Compliance/Equal Employment Opportunity 
Executive Director, who also serves as the Title IX and ADA/ADAAA Coordinator, ASD Education Center, 
5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd, Anchorage, AK 99504-3135 (907) 742-4132, or to any of the following 
external agencies: Alaska State Commission for Human Rights, Anchorage Equal Rights Commission, 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, the Director of the Office for Civil Rights-U.S. Department of 
Education or Office of Civil Rights-U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

mClass Winter Benchmark ELA Assessment Family Information
As part of The Alaska Reads Act, the State of Alaska requires that districts administer an early literacy screening 
tool three times a year to students in grades K-3 to identify potential reading difficulties in order to improve reading 
outcomes for students. Families can read more about this comprehensive K-3 reading policy at The Alaska Reads 
Act website: education.alaska.gov/akreads. mClass with DIBELS 8th Edition Assessments is the State of Alaska 
Department of Education’s and ASD’s Early Literacy benchmark screening and progress monitoring tool for 
students in grades K-3 in reading. mClass utilizes curriculum-based measures and is used by schools as part of the 
ASD Comprehensive Assessment System to support informed instructional decisions. The Alaska Department of 
Education & Early Development explains the decision to adopt mClass as the statewide literacy screener at the 
following website: https://education.alaska.gov/Alaska-Reading-Resources/Statewide-Early-Literacy-Screener. 
mClass screening assessments were administered in-person at Girdwood School to our K-3 students back in 
December. Results for K-3 students that were assessed during the benchmark window are currently available in 
Parent Connect. ParentConnection Login Information and Reference Guide can be found 
at parentconnect.asdk12.org.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.alaska.gov%2Fakreads&data=05%7C02%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7C55f56d7e44024a75df9308dd3747868e%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638727502519934146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YGxp9otooNYDQYn%2B8LHU78knAVOACO1ifCoTUuaPSxw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.alaska.gov%2FAlaska-Reading-Resources%2FStatewide-Early-Literacy-Screener&data=05%7C02%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7C55f56d7e44024a75df9308dd3747868e%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638727502519950708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lDZOqtq3d4TtsfgXHmh%2Bo3Fg%2B1EetPQWezXHj%2FhHcsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2FPage%2F18130&data=05%7C02%7Cnix_bethanie%40asdk12.org%7C55f56d7e44024a75df9308dd3747868e%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638727502519961242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w8OmieuyeZUfgBdIBAEJH12PIDnNHcqqYXt1fXBMX4Q%3D&reserved=0




Sign up for FVCS Classes! 

Four Valleys Community Schools has classes 
going on now and are constantly rolling out 
lots of new ones for community members of 
all ages. If you feel unable to take any of our 

classes due to class costs, please contact 
FVCS at www.fourvalleys.org or by phone at 

907.742.5317. We have financial aid, 
scholarships, and payment plans available.

Rain Gear, Lost and Found,
 and Reflective Gear Reminder

Please encourage your child to bring their rain/
snow gear to school every day. As hardy Alaskans 
we go out for recess in just about any weather so 
our students can get some exercise and let out 
some energy. Remember, we do live in a rain 
forest, so it’s not always snowing but sometimes 
raining in winter. Please make sure their winter 
gear is waterproof.
When stopping by the school, please check out 
our lost and found located in the mini-commons 
for gear that your child might be missing. Please 
label all belongings. We have black and silver 
Sharpies in the office for anyone to borrow, if 
needed.
We are still losing minutes of daylight every day 
and it’s dark in the morning when they get here. 
Please encourage your child to wear reflective 
clothing and remind oneself to slow down when 
driving during these times when students are 
going to school. We want to ensure all of 
Girdwood kiddos and community members are 
safe.

Big Brothers Big Sisters  
Drop-Off Bin 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska has 
provided Girdwood School with a donation 
drop-off box. This bin is located across from the 
school parking lot. Please donate gently used 
clothes, shoes, and cloth items only. Please do 
not drop household items or leave items next to 
the bin. To donate household items please call 
Big Brothers Big Sisters at (907)563-1997 to set 
up a time for pick up. This service is provided for 
free by Big Brothers Big Sisters. These donated 
items are used to stock local Value Village 
locations and the proceeds of the items are given 
to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska in order to 
help them reach their yearly goal of serving 
2,000 children across Alaska.



Classroom Visit Field Trip

KMTA & WINTER WILDLANDS ALLIANCE

NOW BOOKING: JAN - MARCH 2025
SnowSchool connects students throughout Southcentral Alaska to the

wild and wonderful world of snow by bringing the outdoors to the
classroom through your choice of two program types: 

What: KMTA education staff will lead an hour-
long, hands-on indoor/outdoor educational
program aligned with school curriculum

Where: Your classroom and surrounding areas 

Who: Open to K - 8th classes

What: KMTA education staff will lead a full-day
snowshoe adventure as well as pre- and post-
field trip classroom visits

Where: Center Ridge in Turnagain Pass

Who: Open to 3rd - 8th classes

For pricing, dates, and curriculum, contact Josh Vantrease
jvantrease@kmtacorridor.org or visit our website: bit.ly/4fIaCON

The Anchorage School District does not endorse these materials or the viewpoints expressed in them.

How Much: Pricing available per class upon
request

How Much: Pricing available per class upon
request;  transportation credit available














