January 2018

952 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Tel: 907.742.4500
Fax: 907.742.4520

Message from the Principal:
Dear Families,
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful winter break and are refreshed for a new and promising new year.
As we start our second half of the school year, teachers and I will be looking at the first semester data and reviewing
our academic plans for each of your children. Most always these plans are addressed during the core learning block
and during an additional half hour 3 times a week. In this way, the core instruction is supplemented with the individual
needs of your child. Please contact your teacher or me if you have questions.
January also starts the lottery and family enrollment planning for school year 2018-2019. If you have a younger sibling joining us next year for kindergarten, you need to enroll in the lottery and note where asked that this is a sibling of
a student who will be at Denali next year. This will give you the sibling preference. Historically, all siblings who enroll
are accepted.
Our 6th graders will be looking forward to Middle School and invitations will be coming out soon from them for your 6 th
grader to visit and possibly shadow a student for a day. Various schools also have evening events and we will let you
know when we have that information. You can check on the middle school websites as well. If the school is a lotter
school, you need to sign up on the lottery online which is open now.
Our district also has this offering for all incoming 3-5 year olds children:
Countdown to Kindergarten
Join the ASD Community Partnership for fun learning activities for children ages 3-5 and their parents or caregivers.
Events occur January 20 and January 30. Visit the calendar or learn more.
Enjoy your Martin Luther King Holiday Monday January 15th. This is a special holiday for Denali Montessori as as we
celebrate peace, respect, and kindness in our world and take personal action to practice these attributes that are part
of our school mission.
Take care. Please feel free to call me or stop in with any question. Open communication is vital for our healthy community.
Ruth Dene, Principal

1. THERE IS NO PARKING IN THE DROP-LANE! This is a drop-off or pick up lane only. If
you need to exit your vehicle, please park in the parking lot. Not only does parking in the dropoff lane make it hard for our other parents to get into the lane, but also it is against the law and
you could get ticketed.
2. Please have your child ready to exit the vehicle when you arrive at the school. It is hard to
keep the flow of traffic running smoothly when we have parents writing checks, fixing hair and
children eating their breakfast in the drop-off lane. We do understand that there are days when
you are running behind but if you need a few extra minutes with your child please park in a
parking space and have them use the crosswalks if available.
3. Do not encourage, ask, or demand that your children run across traffic to get to your parked
car. Always use crosswalks if available.
4. Please pull all the way forward when you drop your child off. We understand how convenient it is to drop off at the front of the doors of the building, but it makes it very difficult for anyone else to pull forwards to drop off their students. This is causing severe congestion-even on
10th Ave. We have a large number of students in our school and we need to accommodate everyone. If everyone pulls all the way forward, we can get more cars into the drop-off lane.
5. Please have your child exit out the right side of the vehicle. It is not safe for them to exit on
the left into the thru lane. Please never stop in the thru lane, especially to drop off or pick up
children. This not only impedes the traffic but is very dangerous for your child.
6. If there are cars passing you in the thru lane please let them by before you pull into that lane
to exit the parking lot. They have the right of way.
7. DO not yell at, curse or make obscene gestures towards our teachers whose concern is for
the safety of all children.
8. Do not pick up or drop off students in the bus zone unless you are driving a school bus, a
marked day care van.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. We are always looking for additional volunteers to
help in the parking lot. If you are interested in helping please let us know.

Volunteer of the Month for
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www. Facebook.com/DenaliMontessori

For up to date events and field trips go to
our Facebook page.

