Month 2019

952 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Tel: 907.742.4500
Fax: 907.742.4520

Message from the Principal:
Dear Families,
We are well into our second semester now and the light is coming back. Have you noticed? As I write this, you
are experiencing a weather day. I will let you know if this will impact our calendar.
ASD sent out earlier the revision to the calendar due to the earthquake days. We will not have parent teacher
conferences in February nor an in service day for teachers. Thus, the week of February will be a 4-day student
week with only Monday as a holiday for Presidents’ Day. Meeting with your teacher is, as always, still an option. Please contact your teacher to schedule an appointment if you have concerns. Teachers have allotted time
for one or two brief conferences within their contract day.
This is visit our schools month. All schools dedicate Tuesdays at 9:30am for school tours and February 26 at
6pm as well. Denali Montessori also offers tours on Fridays at 1pm. 6th Grade parents may want to visit possible middle school choices at these times. Please let friends know or call schools if you would like to schedule a
tour or inquire about shadowing opportunities for 6th graders in middle schools.
We have moved our Peace Concert to February 28th. I hope you all can attend this fundraiser for our sister
school in Malawi and enjoy our multi-cultural concert and slide show about Malawi. This is one of my favorite
family nights. Peace, as you know, has been part of the Montessori curriculum since the start.
Thank you all for your support of our Montessori values for developing lifelong learners, respect, independent
self-motivated students, peace, and community. Together, we are stronger. I am so grateful to be part of such a
nurturing and supportive community. I thank you all for all you do. The PTSA Facebook page is a wonderful
window into our positive climate here.
Please take the time to fill out the Climate and Connectedness Survey this month. We use this information to
form our school improvement plan and need each and every family’s input to be able to create an informed
plan.
Take care and please call or stop by if you have questions.
Sincerely,
Ruth

The Denali Spelling Bee will be held on Thursday, February 14th at 9:15 AM. It is open to third through sixth graders. Students may get copies of the spelling bee study lists
from their teachers, Mrs. Homan, or Mrs. Riley. Families
may also review the rules, explore study tips, and sign up
for the online Word Club at www.spellingbee.com. We are
fortunate to have Diane Harps as our pronouncer again this
year. Gretchen Nelson has agreed to be a judge, so we need
two more judges. Please contact Christine Homan or
Dawnmarie Riley if you would like to volunteer or have
any other questions.

We have three winners for our
school Geography Bee. First place
is Wyatt. Second place is Colin.
Third place is Rebecca. Congrats
kids and good luck in state.

Our big girls dominated at B.o.B. Piper, Edison and Alyiah got 1st place. Sarah, Wren, and Svea got the very impressive Good Sportsmanship!

Jasper and Svea got 8th place.

Adalyn,
Jihyeon
and Bella
had a lot
of fun.

Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB)
2019 School Climate and Connectedness Survey

Dear Parents and Guardians:
The Anchorage School District is partnering with the Association of Alaska School
Boards to conduct the School Climate and Connectedness Survey, a statewide survey that measures how students and staff view their school climate, and how connected students feel to adults and peers. These are all factors directly linked to improved academic achievement and reduced risk behaviors.
The survey measures student perceptions of: school safety, expectations for learning,
student involvement, caring adults, respectful climate, how peers treat each other,
connections between school and the community, and observations of other students’
risk behaviors at school and school events.
The survey is voluntary, anonymous, confidential, and does not ask questions about
students’ families. The survey and information describing its purpose and benefits to
the district are available at the school office, at the Assessment & Evaluation Department (Education Center) and on our website if you wish to review them. If you do not
want your child to take the survey, please notify the school office in writing.
Results of this survey will help students, parents, staff, and the community to better
understand the interactions and relationships among students, teachers, and staff
that constitute each school’s social and academic climate, and to identify ways we
can improve our schools to be more supportive, caring, and productive places for all
students.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation!

Sincerely,

Ruth Dene, Principal
Dene_Ruth@asdk12.org

Link to online calendar

