December 2018

952 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Tel: 907.742.4500
Fax: 907.742.4520

Message from the Principal:

Dear Families,
The last month of 2018 is upon us. This is also the last month of our
second quarter and the time of our Winter Benchmark Testing. For Kindergarten through 2nd Grade this is AIMSweb by our super team of retired Montessori teachers. For 3rd through 6th graders it is MAP and it
is administered by classroom teachers. Please check with your teacher
for the specific dates.
This is also a time of giving. Our stellar front office staff, Alicia and Felicia, have set up a giving tree. Please check with them if you are able to
give to our families in need this season.
Remember that we honor all religions and major holidays. If your child
is out to celebrate a cultural or religious day, please let us know, so that
we can code it as such and excuse it for you.
Thursday, December 20 is the last student day before our Winter Break.
I hope you all have a restful and joyful break and can enjoy this special
time of year with friends and families.
December 12th is our annual Band & Orchestra Concert. It starts at
10:30am. I hope you can all be here to enjoy the music. You are in for a
treat.

We continue to monitor our safety and worked last month to tweak our systems. I shared with
the community at the last PTSA meeting. We don’t allow guns or weapons in our building.
We insist on respectful words between adults and between children and between adults and
children. All doors are locked at 9am every day. Either myself or a staff member greets our
children and families in the morning until 9 as another measure of security. These are just
some of the ways we’ve improved our safety. If you have questions, please contact me.
Our weather is unpredictable so far this year. Please be sure that you are sending appropriate
gear for your children. It is my new administrative decision, that children in grades 4-6 will
make their own decision for what gear to take out to recess. Children in grades Kindergarten
through 3rd grade will be strongly encouraged to take out the appropriate gear. Our experience is that as they run and play at recess, they wear or shed their gear as needed. Remind
them please to remember to pick it up at the end of recess before they go into lunch. The noon
duty staff pick up gear and put it in the lost and found daily.
Take care. HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!!
Sincerely,
Ruth Dene

GEAR REMINDER! We are in the season for missing gear.
To help curb the loss of gear please label your students gear
with their first and last names. Also please check to make
sure your students don’t have other students gear. If they do
accidentally bring home another students gear please send it
back.
Glove Cheat: If your student loses multiple gloves every year tie a
string/yarn long enough so your student can put both gloves on. Then
place the gloves through the sleeves.
Please join us for the Band and Orchestra concert on
Wednesday, December 12th at 10:30 am in the gym all are welcome!
The students have come a long way since our beginnings
only 4 months ago. Your orchestra or band student is
expected to practice at least 60 minutes a week as
homework for this class, as well as a part of a "team" of
musicians. Go team!

Mr. Brent's class helped
their kindergarten buddies
in Ms. Kjerstin's class with
a Denali tradition: the
weaving of placemats!

Our Kenai Fjords field trip payment is due the second week of December.
Thank you to all who have already paid. If you have not yet done so,
please either send the $60 in with your child (checks made out to Denali
Montessori), send in cash, or pay on-line through Parent
connect. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact the office or your child's teacher.
Cheers!
The Intermediate Staff

We have our
Angel Giving
tree up and
loaded with
wonderful
students that
deserve to have a great holiday
break! Check the tree across
from the office!

For up to date events and field trips
go to our Facebook page.
www. Facebook.com/DenaliMontessori

Buy Spirit Wear
To print we need a minimum order of 35.
If you have questions please contact the office.

Greetings from the PTSA!
We had an incredibly successful Fall Carnival last month. We couldn't be
more proud of Sarah Switzer for stepping up and being the lead volunteer.
She worked really hard and engaged a bunch of other people and the
event was over the top. Sarah, you're awesome and it's parents like you
(and the loads of other parents that volunteered) that make this school so
wonderful. THANK YOU to all that volunteered and attended the event! We
raised close to double the amount that we'd initially budgeted!!
If you haven't joined the PTSA yet and you're interested, the membership
form is attached or there are hard copies in the office. The more the merrier folks!
A couple of things as we enter this magical holiday season:
1.) Did you know that you can support our school whilst shopping at Amazon? You can add Denali Montessori PTSA as the non profit under the Amazon smile link and a portion of your sales will be contributed to the PTSA.
2.) You can also help support the school while shopping at Alaska Mill and
Feed. Just provide the school phone number for the account.
Community schools update: Be on the lookout for community schools sign
up for the first quarter of next year in early December.
Upcoming events:
Winter Night: December 14th at 6:30
Denali Rocks Fund Drive: April 1-30
Denali Rocks Lip Sync celebration: May 4th
Merry Everything!
With love, Denali Montessori PTSA

To join the PTSA please follow the link or get an enrollment form in the office or next PTSA meeting.

Link to online calendar

